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President’s Message
As 2021 comes to a close, the Fallsgrove Property Association Board of Directors
wishes all Fallsgrove owners, renters and commercial tenants a very happy and
healthy New Year for 2022. We hope everyone has a safe and joyous New Year’s
celebration and we wish everyone well on their hopes for a successful new year.
Your boards worked hard to develop budgets for 2022. By now you should have all
received a copy of the 2022 budgets in the mail. In addition, if you are serviced by
FirstService Residential you should be receiving your coupon books in the mail soon.
To avoid delays in making your payments due to the US Postal Service, we encourage everyone to use ClickPay for making payments of your quarterly assessments.

Board of Directors
Meeting Schedule
Now Available
See page 12

Fall Events
Roundup
See pages 3-5

With the pandemic still affecting everyone’s daily lives, we were still able to have a
successful Halloween event this year. Although there was no parade, the committee arranged for entertainment, goodie bags for all and pizza from Ledo’s. thanks to
all the volunteers that contributed to the success of this event including, Mark Chin,
Marla Cohen, Diane Britz, Sam Ilam, Almira Hayes, Danielle Maica, and Moya Fox.
Thanks also to Andrea Creel or organizing the house decorating contest.
Next Spring, we plan to bring back the Yard Sale and Movie night. We are open to
suggestions for new events to be held for the community’s enjoyment. Please contact Suzan or Matthew if you have an idea for a new event or are willing to volunteer
to support one of our existing community-wide events.
Board meeting dates for 2022 have been set and can be found on page 12. These
meetings are the place to learn about what’s going in Fallsgrove, as well as the surrounding area.
Once again, best wishes to all for a happy and healthy New Year.
- Jeff Weber, President
Fallsgrove Property Owners Association
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THOMAS FARM COMMUNITY CENTER
WE ARE OPEN! Rejoin us for fun winter activities

Current operating hours are Monday-Friday 7am-7pm, Saturday 8:30am-7pm, Sunday closed.
We are hoping to resume regular operating hours after Labor Day.
ADVENTURE DAY

MORNING MOTIVATION

Join Thomas Farm Community Center for an adventure on your
day off school! Each program will consist of an offsite field trip
and time spent enjoying games and activities at the community
center. An email with additional information regarding the trip
will be sent to participants prior to the program.

Start your morning with a certified personal trainer in this small
group class that will jump start your day! You will work out your
core and get in your cardio all before 9 a.m.! We will warm up
with aerobic activities that will lead into a core workout and then
move to our fitness room for a circuit workout on cardio equipment including treadmills, ellipticals and recumbent bikes.

• Course #21164
Thursday, Jan 24 | 9am-4pm | $35/$40 | Ages 7-12
• Course #21166
Thursday, Feb 1 | 9am-4pm | $35/$40 | Ages 7-12

• Course #21197
T, Th Jan 4-27 | 8:00-8:50 am | $96/$112 | Ages 16+ (8 sessions)
• Course #21198
T, Th Feb 1-24 | 8:00-8:50 am | $96/$112 | Ages 16+ (8 sessions)

BEYOND THE BELL AFTERSCHOOL CLUB

- Melinda Norton, Supervisor
Thomas Farm Community Center

Enjoy time beyond the bell at Thomas Farm’s afterschool club!
Engage in enrichment activities, organized games and crafts.
Homework help and a healthy snack are provided daily. The program operates when school is in session and on early release
days. The program does not operate on no-school days. Transportation is provided from Ritchie Park Elementary.
• Course #20711
M-F | Jan 3-Feb 11 | 3:30-6:30 pm | $180/$200 | Grades K-5
• Course #20712
M-F | Feb 14-Mar 25 | 3:30-6:30 pm | $180/$200 | Grades K-5

IMPACT TRAINING FOR TEENS

Teens benefit from one-on-one attention from Thomas Farm's
certified personal trainer in this small group setting. Work on
personal fitness goals or conditioning for sports. Though a fitness
membership is not required to participate, participants can take
advantage of 10% discount on a Thomas Farm annual teen fitness
pass. Contact Thomas Farm Community Center for more details.
• Course #21169
Wednesday, Jan 5-26 | 6:00-7:00 pm | $180/$200 | Ages: 14-18
• Course #21170
Wednesday, Feb 2-23 | 6:00-7:00 pm | $180/$200 | Ages: 14-18
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RECYCLING PUMPKINS

WE (AND THESE ANIMALS)
WOULD LIKE TO THANK

the Fallsgrove Community for repurposing
and recycling their pumpkins this season to
feed animals at a small, local farm.

Thank you again for giving back to
help a farmer feed the animals.

HALLOWEEN PARADE

2021
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Rockville Town Square ICE SKATING is Open!

Reservations are required - sign up here: https://www.rockvilleiceskating.com
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5 TIPS FOR TALKING

WITH CHILDREN ABOUT
ANTI-SEMITISM
Recent world conflicts have resulted in a significant uptick of threats of violence, expressions of
bigotry, and antisemitism across the nation. If you are struggling with how to talk to your kids
about anti-Semitism, we can help. Here are five tips for talking to children about anti-Semitism
to help you navigate these emotionally charged and uncertain times.
Keep it age-appropriate
Before starting a conversation with children about the recent acts of anti-Semitism, it’s important to gauge what they already know. Ask them if they have any questions, considering their
age and developmental level when formulating your response. Young children, for example, may
only need to know that the police were called to make sure their school was safe, while teens
can likely handle more nuanced and detailed discussions about racial and cultural stereotypes.
Look for the helpers
There is a famous quote from Mister Rogers about looking for the helpers when scary things are
happening in the news. Reassure children that most people don’t hate Jews by highlighting the
groups and individuals who have spoken up against anti-Semitism. For example, a Muslim group
raised money to help repair Jewish tombstones that were damaged in local cemeteries and Muslims and Christians have been sending flowers and writing letters of support to the synagogues,
Jewish schools, and JCCs that have been targets of anti-Semitism.
Teach children about bullying
Anti-Semitism is a form of bullying, and as with any other type of bullying, children need to learn
how to respond appropriately if they themselves are targets. Explain that other kids mostly bully
out of ignorance but that some have the intent to cause pain or exclusion. Discuss the differences
and brainstorm ways children can handle both situations. For example, a child who feels safe
responding verbally may say, “That hurts my feelings!” or “Stop that!” Other times, however, it
may be best to say nothing, walk away, and tell an adult.
Take action
Witnessing acts of anti-Semitism can make children feel powerless, but action is a powerful antidote to anxiety. Be proactive in teaching young people about different religions, cultures, and
ethnicities. Consider joining other families at your child’s school or in your neighborhood for
activities to increase understanding and familiarity. Show solidarity by writing notes of support
with your children when other groups in your community are victims of hate crimes.
Pay attention to warning signs
Besides talking to parents and teachers about the rise in anti-Semitism, some children may need
extra support and attention. Young people who have experienced trauma or losses in the past
may be particularly vulnerable to prolonged or intense reactions to perceived threats to safety.
Signs that children may need additional help include sleep disturbances, intrusive thoughts or
worries, and recurring fears about death, leaving parents, or going to school. You may want to
have your child evaluated by a trained and qualified mental health professional if you notice a
preoccupation with questions and concerns about safety.

Learn more about helpful resources at
https://www.jssa.org/tips-talking-children-anti-semitism/
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RANDOM ACTS OF
KINDNESS
As I look back at over 17 years of these "Random
Acts of Kindness" anecdotes in Inside Fallsgrove, I see
that many have occurred at the grocery store. Most
recently, I observed another one at our local Giant.
It was close to a spring holiday and the store was bustling. Carts were filled to the brim and lines formed
at each check-out. A couple of carts ahead of us an
elderly woman waited patiently for her turn.
Her basket included some very heavy items. The gentleman in the cart ahead of her asked if it would be
helpful if he put her items on the conveyer belt and,
of course, she thanked him for his kind offer.
Once his items had been scanned, he told her that he
needed to pay, but would continue to give her a hand
once he was finished. Another customer with the cart
behind the older woman said, "Let me help you get
the rest of your things out." As she was putting the
groceries on the conveyor belt, the gentleman who
had completed his transaction, stayed in line and
packed the elderly lady's groceries in the bags she
brought with her.
Like bookends, the people in front and in back of the
woman made sure everything was done without her
having to lift a finger.
Needless to say, their random act of kindness was
greatly appreciated!

It is unprecedented times and we could all
use some good stories. Do you have a story
of a random act of kindness during the
pandemic?
Send your anecdote to:
Sue Jeweler at sjlj@comcast.net

SEASONAL WINTER RECIPE

CHICKEN MUG PIE
INGREDIENTS
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 tube jumbo bakeoff butter biscuits,
from the dairy aisle
of market (recommended: Grands by
Pillsbury)
Sweet paprika, for
sprinkling
1 1/2 pounds chicken
breast pieces, diced
3 tablespoons butter
2 ribs celery and
greens from the
heart, chopped
1 medium yellow
onion, chopped
1 large carrot, peeled
and diced
Salt and pepper

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

2 teaspoons poultry
seasoning
3 tablespoons allpurpose flour
1 cup shredded
potatoes, ready to
cook hash browns,
available in sacks on
dairy aisle
1 pint half-and-half or
cream
1 quart chicken stock,
available in boxes on
soup aisle
1/4 teaspoon grated
nutmeg, a healthy
grating
1 cup frozen green
peas

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Preheat oven according to package directions and
arrange biscuits on cookie sheet. You will have 4
extra biscuits. Save them for ham and cheese or egg
and cheese breakfast sandwiches the next morning.
Sprinkle biscuits with a little paprika and bake for 10
to 12 minutes.
2. In a medium pot over medium to medium high
heat, cook chicken in butter 2 minutes then add
veggies and season with salt and pepper and poultry seasoning. Cook 5 minutes more, add flour cook
another minute. Add potatoes, then whisk in halfand-half or cream and chicken stock. Add nutmeg.
Bring soup to a boil by raising heat, then turn heat
back to simmer and cook soup another 10 minutes.
Adjust seasonings. Add peas. Stir in to warm them
through a minute.
3. Serve mugs of soup with biscuits on top to cap
the mug: chicken mug pies!
- Source: www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/rachael-ray/chickenmug-pie-recipe-2013976
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FALLSGROVE REAL ESTATE SALE LISTINGS
Listings and sales between January -July, 2021.
Obtained Through MRIS as of July 20, 2021.

All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Information courtesy of Margie Halem, Realtor.

Address

Status

List Price

Sold Price

Days on
Market

Beds/Baths

Property
Type

208 Long Trail Ln

Sold

$1,175,000

$1,225,116

7

5/5

Detached

203 Casey Ln

Sold

$1,175,000

$1,175,000

4

6/6

Detached

413 Nature Ln

Sold

$1,149,999

$1,140,000

5

5/6

Detached

205 Long Trail Ln

Sold

$1,145,000

$1,145,000

29

4/4

Detached

100 Windy Knoll Dr

Sold

$1,059,000

$1,027,500

9

4/5

Detached

903 Oak Knoll Ter

Sold

$1,039,000

$1,074,000

6

4/4

Detached

407 Oak Knoll Ter

Sold

$785,000

$785,000

4

3/4

Townhouse

102 Oak Knoll Ter

Sold

$778,000

$778,000

4

4/4

Townhouse

315 Casey Ln

Sold

$749,900

$750,000

14

4/3

Townhouse

202 Oak Knoll Ter

Sold

$749,000

$753,000

8

3/3

Townhouse

701 Fallsgrove Dr #310

Active

$699,000

-

32

3/2

Condo

318 Fallsgrove Dr

Active

$650,000

-

167

3/4

Townhouse

311 Potter Ln

Sold

$650,000

$645,000

5

4/4

Townhouse

505 Jacala Ter

Sold

$650,000

$650,000

7

4/4

Townhouse

521 Casey Ln

Active

$639,900

-

4

4/4

Townhouse

326 Fallsgrove Dr

Sold

$619,900

$615,000

36

3/4

Townhouse

701 Fallsgrove Dr #411

Sold

$624,900

$610,000

42

3/3

Condo

701 Fallsgrove Dr #305

Sold

$617,000

$555,0000

115

3/2

Condo

9405 Blackwell Rd #204

Active

$549,900

-

26

3/3

Condo

9405 Blackwell Rd #412

Sold

$492,500

$485,000

33

2/2

Condo

701 Fallsgrove Dr #202

Sold

$490,000

$478,500

62

2/2

Condo

305 Prettyman Dr #85

Sold

$430,000

$425,000

64

2/3

Condo

315 Fallsgrove Dr #66

Sold

$430,000

$420,000

30

2/3

Condo

325 Prettyman Dr #34

Sold

$429,995

$445,000

2

2/3

Condo

210 Fallsgrove Blvd #10

Sold

$429,900

$ 418,000

6

2/3

Condo

307-D Prettyman Dr #88

Sold

$429,000

$429,000

137

2/3

Condo

9405 Blackwell Rd #309

Sold

$425,000

$440,000

16

2/2

Condo

701 Fallsgrove Dr #207

Sold

$425,000

$425,000

1

2/2

Condo

9403 Blackwell Rd #102

Active

$419,900

-

82

2/2

Condo

341 Prettyman Dr #22

Sold

$429,900

$417,000

28

2/3

Condo

341 Fallsgrove Dr #42

Sold

$395,000

$410,000

17

2/3

Condo
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ROCKVILLE CITY HALL

WILL REOPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Monday, Jan. 3rd

Lunar New Year:

Save the Date to Celebrate
Year of the Tiger

City Manager Rob DiSpirito announced the reopening
at the Mayor and Council’s Monday, Nov. 15 meeting.

Celebrate Rockville’s Asian cultures at the city’s Lunar
New Year celebration.

Rockville City Hall has been closed since March 14,
2020, in an effort to protect the health of Rockville
employees and the public, and prevent the spread of
COVID-19 throughout the pandemic.

6-8 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 10
F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre, Rockville Civic Center Park
603 Edmonston Drive
Multicultural performances begin at 6:15 p.m.

Rockville employees are required to be vaccinated
against COVID-19, unless exempt for religious or medical reasons. Employees with approved exemptions are
required to undergo mandatory weekly COVID-19 testing. The policy covers temporary, part- and full-time
employees who work onsite and remotely.

Admission is free, but tickets will be required, with a
maximum of four per household. Tickers are available
starting Monday, Jan. 10, at www.rockvillemd.gov/lunarnewyear.

WELCOME TO

Other city facilities are open, including community
centers, the F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre, Glenview
Mansion and Croydon Creek Nature Center at the
Civic Center, the Rockville Senior Center, and the
Rockville Swim and Fitness Center. Check the city’s
website for hours and availability.

GOLD PEDIATRICS LLC
15005 Shady Grove Road, Suite 130, Rockville, MD 20850

301-517-9710

WE ARE NEW TO YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD, BUT
WE ARE NOT NEW TO PEDIATRIC CARE!
AQUI HABLAMOS ESPAÑOL!

Face coverings are mandatory for staff and visitors,
aged 2 and older, to Rockville facilities, whatever their
vaccination status. The City of Rockville will not ask visitors to share their vaccination status.

Dr. Errol Keith Douglas
and Associates

www.goldpediatricsllc.com
Please Visit Our Website
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FALLSGROVE NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
Preventing Imposter Scams

The Rockville City Police Department would like to advise residents on how to protect themselves from Impostor Scams.
According to the Federal Trade Commission (FTC), impostors may use phone calls, e-mails, text messages, letters and/or
faxes to “trick” their victims. Below are some tips for dealing with these scams:

•

You are asked to act NOW. Resist the pressure to act immediately. The key to successful impostor scams is to get you (the victim) to send money before the impostor’s true
identity is revealed.

•

You are asked to wire money. Remember that wiring money is like sending cash; you
can’t get it back once it has been sent. DO NOT WIRE MONEY IN EXCHANGE FOR A
CHECK…many of these are scams and the checks are fake!

•

You are asked to pay to collect winnings. Legitimate sweepstakes do not require winners
to pay up front for insurances, taxes and shipping to claim a prize.

•

The caller states they are with a government agency. Caller may say they are with a
government agency stating that they have money for you, but in order to receive it they
need your personal information such as a social security number or a bank account.
They may also be calling from a DC area code such as one beginning with 202. Remember that federal agencies do not run sweepstakes.

•

The caller claims to be someone you care about. Caller may pretend to be a “panicked”
relative or friend in an emergency situation and needs cash quick and fast. Furthermore,
the caller may ask for you to wire money to an account via Western Union in order to
save them from the emergency situation. REMEMBER to confirm their identity, call the
number you know is real and check the story with others in your circle. Also, ask the
caller questions that a stranger would not be able to answer.

Additional Resources
For more tips on Internet and telephone fraud, scams, etc., visit the Federal Trade Commission’s
website listed below:
FTC Consumer Information
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/
The Rockville City Police Department is committed to protecting and serving all members
of the public. By following the safety tips and resources provided above, you can help
us help you by taking steps to inform yourself on public safety issues to prevent yourself
from becoming a victim.If you have a crime or concern to report, you can call the
Rockville City Police Department at:
Non-Emergency: 240-314-8900
Emergency: 9-1-1
IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING!
https://www.rockvillemd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/43321/RCPD-News-Report---October-17-2021
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2022 BOARD
MEETING DATES
Fallsgrove POA (Master)
March 10, 2022
May 12, 2022
September 8, 2022
November 10, 2022

Fallsgrove Recreation Association
February 2, 2022
April 13, 2022
June 8, 2022
September 7, 2022
November 2, 2022
December 14, 2022

Homes at Fallsgrove Owners Association
March 7, 2022
April 18, 2022
May 9, 2022
September 12, 2022
November 14, 2022

Fallsgrove Homeowners Association
March 30, 2022
June 1, 2022
September 21, 2022
November 16, 2022

Meetings held at the
Fallsgrove Clubhouse at 7:00 pm

FALLSGROVE RECREATION
ASSOCIATION
Board of Directors Meeting
(Virtual)| Sept. 1, 2021

Board Members Present
Andrea Creel, President, Nick DiFrancesco, Treasurer, Fiorella Vargas,
Member At-Large, Rachel Babiskin, Member At-Large, Katie Vogel,
Secretary, Mitch Larsen, Member At-Large
First Service Management Present
Suzan Rice, Matthew Watkis
Call to Order/Verification of Quorum
The meeting was called to order and a quorum was verified at 7:06
PM by Andrea Creel, President.
Open Forum
No residents in attendance.
Ratification of June 9, 2021 Meeting Minutes
Amendments to minutes; Fix year from 2020 to 2021. Fix signature
line and update condominium association with recreation association.
Nick DiFrancesco made a motion to approve the minutes as
amended (noted above). Rachel Babiskin seconded the motion.
The motion was passed with unanimous approval.
Financials
Overall under budget on many unties. No significant developments
to share.
Officer Reports
President – Nothing specific to report.
Treasurer – Water usage records and leak repair documents have
been gathered to send to City of Rockville along with a letter
explaining that we don’t believe $25,000 of the water bill is our
burden and ask the city to refund the amount to the Fallsgrove
Recreation Association.
$793 check from City of Rockville was received today; Suzan Rice
will research what this money is to cover.
Committee Reports
Social Committee Updates – Andrea Creel and Rachel Babiskin
Water aerobics was extended. Attendance was low on the 29th.
Plan to continue next year and to increase to three sessions per
week.
Fallsgrove Fun Fest was a success. Plan to host a bingo night, open
mike night, trivia nights, movie night, book clubs, etc. A foosball
table was planned for purchase. The budget for the social committee will be reviewed and if budget permits the foosball table and
basketball net for the pool will be purchased.
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Pool Committee Updates – Nick DiFrancesco
The pool committee is planning to start a neighborhood swim team
next year. We would have to add the swim coach and his employees
to our insurance, so the community is covered.
Many of the lights on the sides of the pool are burnt out.
Items for ratifications (all approved by unanimous email)
• Removal of Large Tree by Tot-Lot. (BrightView)
• Baby Pool Repairs. (RSV)
• HVAC Repairs Due to A/C Leak in Cardio Room. (GAC)
• Replacement of Batteries in Cardio Room Equipment. (BTS)
• Extend Pool Season for Two Additional Weekends in September.
Items for Approval
Draft Budget for 2022 – Nick DiFrancesco noted that the water line
item will be increased to $3500 but keep overall budget amount the
same. Andrea Creel requested that the mulch is a separate yearly line
item in the budget.
Katie Vogel made a motion to approve the budget with the above
amendment. Rachel Babiskin seconded the motion. The motion was
passed with votes from Mitch Larsen, Nick DiFrancesco and Andrea
Creel.
Draft Audit for 2020 – The board would like management to research
the debit cards and replace the cards so they can be used. The board
would also like management to continue to pursue reimbursements
from contractors. The board would like management to continue to
pursue reimbursement from water bill (overbilled) from the City of
Rockville. The board would like management to address the late bill
payments and to implement mitigation procedures to prevent late
fees.
Nick DiFrancesco moved to approve the audit. Mitch Larsen seconded
the motion. The motion passed with votes from Katie Vogel, Rachel
Babiskin and Andrea Creel.
BrightView Mulch Proposal – The board researched replacing the
mulch with rubber flooring. However, due to the cost and considering that the playground equipment will need to be replaced in 3 to 4
years, the board will defer this upgrade to the community and redo
the mulch. Katie Vogel made a motion to approve the bright view
proposal for $4,000. Rachel seconded the motion. The motion was
passed with votes from Nick DiFrancesco, Andrea Creel, and Mitch
Larsen.
Call for Candidates Mailing Contents – The board requested that management remove the 300 word maximum and replace it with a one
page limit. Positions occupied by Nick DiFrancesco and Mandy Kaur
are up for re-election in November. The requests that management
update the proxy voting form so that it is clear. Also, the board requests that management to investigate of we could allow residents to
vote during the annual meeting to allow candidates to give a speech
and residents to vote after the speeches are made. The motion to approve the mailing was unanimously passed.
Items for Review and Approval
BrightView Landscaping Proposal for 2022 - This discussion was

deferred. The board requests that management seek other bids for
landscaping.
Proposals for New Cardio and Strength Room Equipment – Katie
Vogel made a motion to approve a net amount of $46,000 from the
reserves for fitness equipment replacement (old equipment will be
sold). Mitch Larsen seconded the motion. The motion passed with
votes from Nick DiFrancesco, Andrea Creel and Rachel Babiskin.
A fitness committee with Katie Vogel, Andrea Creel and Nick DiFrancesco will be formed to further research appropriate equipment for
both fitness spaces.
Pool Rental for September 2021 Income – The board is considering
opening the pool to Joe Flatery’s Dolphins during off hours. The board
will stipulate how many swimmers are allowed at one time to prevent
traffic build up. The board will also provide guidance on drop off and
pick up so that neighborhood streets are not impacted. Katie Vogel
made a motion to approve pool rental to JFD and for Nick DiFrancesco to negotiate on behalf of the community. Mitch Larsen seconded the motion. The motion was approved by Mitch Larsen, Rachel
Babiskin, and Andrea Creel.
GAC HVAC Maintenance Contract – Katie Vogel made a motion to approve the GAC HVAC Maintenance Contract. Mitch Larsen seconded
the motion. The motion was passed with votes from Nick DiFrancesco, Rachel Babiskin and Andrea Creel.
The board requests that management attempt to obtain multiple
bids next year for HVAC maintenance. Note: Several companies were
contacted but only one bid was received.
Items for Review and Discussion
BrightView Snow Removal Proposal – The board requests that management pursue additional quotes for snow removal, especially from
Cooper Refuse.
Clean Advantage Proposal for Weekend Cleaning – This item will be
moved to the November meeting. The board requests that management move this item to the November agenda.
Community Center Post-Rental Inspections – This item was not discussed.
Rubber Mulch / Ground Cover for Tot Lot - $108K amount…..get notes
from above
Pool heater may be the original and may be at the end of its useful
life. All of the burners are burnt out and need to be replaced. The
heater was not operated this year because it was unsafe.
Items for Information
Weekday and Weeknight Community Center Reservations / Rentals –
Nick DiFrancesco made a motion for Katie Vogel and Andrea Creel to
create new reservation rules and communicate to the community.
Weekend and Weekend Night Community Center Reservations /
Rentals - Nick DiFrancesco made a motion for Katie Vogel and Andrea

- Continued on page 14
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FALLSGROVE RECREATION ASSOCIATION
Continued from Page 13

•

Creel to create new reservation rules and communicate to the community.
Doggie Dip Day – The board requests that management send out
communications to the community about Doggie Dip Day.
Parking Lot Proposal – Management will email the proposal to the
board.
Unfinished business
Video monitoring/security.

Action Items
All items from the March meeting were accomplished.
New Business
• 2022 Draft Budget was approved as proposed. Mailing will be
sent by the end of the month.
•

The meeting was adjourned at 8:59 p.m.

FALLSGROVE PROPERTY
OWNERS ASSOCIATION
Board of Directors Meeting
Sept. 9, 2021

In Attendance
Jeff Weber, President; Len Shapiro, Vice, President; Scott Mead,
Treasurer, Tuyen Kieu, At Large; and Mathew Watkis, FirstService
Residential
Call To Order
Jeff Weber called the meeting to order at 8:00 PM

If we can get volunteers, it’s probably time to bring back the Halloween parade. However, any food should be individually packaged, rather than pizza and donuts. POA should also sponsor the
house decorating contest that was organized by a homeowner
last year. We also have the funds to do the alley sale and movie
night again.

Audit results
•

Representation letter was included for your information. Jeff
will sign and return to auditors.

•

The audit pointed that we were owed almost $9,400. Most
of this was cleared up at the last meeting. We now have
about $4,000 owed which is mostly from the Pulte condos.

•

We had a surplus of over $73,000 at the end of the year.
Auditors recommended we move funds from retained earnings to reserves. In the monthly financials FirstService also
recommended we move funds since they were above the 20
percent recommended amount for retained. There recommendation is to move $38,216, which will be bring our
retained earnings to approximately 16 percent. The Board
approved moving this amount to reserves and requested
that FirstService accomplish this by the end of the calendar
year so that it shows up in our end of year financial statement.

•

Tax Returns – These were included for everyone’s information.
Jeff will sign and get them back to FirstService.

•

Proposal from Brightview to trim trees at 101 Windy Knoll for
$850 was approved. This would be funded from the $1,920
credit. Bridget will also look at the other trees along Darnstown.

Minutes
The minutes from the March 18, 2021 were approved as written.
Open Forum
No issues were brought to the Board’s attention.

Financials
• We are on budget through July and looking good for the rest of
the year.

President’s Message
• Safeway will be conducting a flu shot clinic at the clubhouse on
Monday from 2-6 PM.

•

Future reports need to show DS’s and their maturity dates. Jeff
mentioned that at the current time we have two CDs that are not
maturing until next year.

•

•

Jeff asked that FirstService review our accounts and make a recommendation on how to maximize interest.

Jeff recently met with Civic Plus to get an update on website
analytics. During the past year there were 8,351 visits to the
website, with 16,750 page views and 12,977 unique page views.
This was a 62% increase over the previous year. Mobile usage;
however, was down. These metrics are probably due to the
change in user habits during the pandemic.

•

The transition to the Silver Spring office is completed. Financial
reports generated from the new system are different. Specialized reports can be requested.

•

Trees along Darnstown Road are growing above the homes. At
the last meeting we approving trimming at one home and we
have another request for this meeting. Brightview needs to take
a look at all of the POA trees along Darnstown Road. We also
need to know how much of the $1,920 credit is still available.

Management Report
Processes are beginning to fall into place with the transition to Silver
Spring. Jeff mentioned that Staci has been very responsive to various
inquiries. Suzan also mentioned that Maureen will be staying on as
Regional Director.
With no further business the open meeting was adjourned at 8:25
PM.
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HOMES AT FALLSGROVE
OWNER'S ASSOCIATION
Board of Directors Meeting
Virtual | Sept. 13, 2021

Attending
Jeff Weber – President, Russell Rothenberg – Vice President, Dan
Spafford - Treasurer, Jim Bortz – Secretary, Janet Munson - Director
Matthew Watkis – Administrative Assistant to Suzan Rice, Residents
–3

on the website.
•

Roof capping issue with a home on Jacala Terrace needs to be
addressed by First Service. The issue has lingered for over a
year.

•

Alley lights need to be inspected. A blast email will be sent to
the community to inform homeowners that an inspection will
take place. At the November Board meeting we will assign individuals to walk the alleys.

Management Report
• Updated Board on PCM contract for paving of alleys and restoring curbs, PCM needs to be advised not to work in community
on Mondays or Tuesdays.
•

Landscape report – Brightview completed work as promised for
bio retention areas, fall planting will take place at Lisa Oaks & Jay
Drive, Golden Oaks Terrace, and Oak Knoll Drive & Jay Drive.

•

Open Items from Action report from May 3rd meeting:

Review and Approval of Previous Minutes
The minutes from the May 3, 2021, meeting was approved.
Open Forum
• Brad Harvey complained about the performance of Brightview.
They did not clean up clippings. In addition, his inpatients were
destroyed. Brad reached out to Brightview but did not hear
back.
•

Robert Gallupi, a member of the Architectural Review Board
(ARB), questioned whether First Service is implementing a fine
schedule and if residents are aware of the fine schedule for ARB
violations. The Board has agreed to follow the procedures in
place and to have letters sent to homeowners in violation.

POA & Recreation Boards will not have budget increases for
2022.

•

POA plans on having a Movie Night, Halloween Parade, and Yard
Sale – provided we have volunteers to staff the events.

•

First Service Residential has completed their transition to the
Silver Spring office.

•

New financial statements have a different appearance.

•

HOA is delinquent in its POA assessment. First Service needs to
arrange for payments on time so that late fees are avoided. Any
late fees charged should be refunded to the HOA>

Dan needs to be introduced to accounting team in Silver
Spring Office

2.

Training is still required for new accounting system

3.

Tax refunds still pending

4.

Did homeowners pay their half for tree removal – First Service will contact owners

New Business
• 2022 Budget - Dan Spafford recommended the following:

Officer Reports
Jeff, President
• Susan Rice was not able to join the meeting due to an emergency.
•

1.

1.

Change interest income to $7,000

2.

Lower income tax obligation to $2,000, was $6,000

3.

Lower Reserve replacement to $19,000, was $21,000. The
bio retention areas are in good shape.

4.

Increase insurance by $230

5.

To cover deficiency, we will use prior year carry forward.
The money comes from Retained Earnings

•

Landscaping budget from Brightview was approved for 2022. It
was determined that competitive bids are necessary for next
year.

•

The Board approved the contract from PCM for curb and concrete repair along with alley paving.

•

The Board approved the Nationwide Insurance proposal for
2022. The Board will seek competitive bids for next year.

Dan, Treasurer
• New financial report is 53 pages in length. Formerly the report
was 6 pages. We need to work with FSR to trim this down and
add needed reports.

•

Charter for a new Landscape Committee was approved. Jim
Bortz will be the Board liaison to the committee. FSR will contact
interested members and provide a copy of the approved charter.

•

Jeff needs to sign Tax Return.

•

Seasonal items in the budget need to be adjusted, e.g., snow
removal, coupon books, and dues/seminars. Presently, they are
listed monthly.

•

•

We are behind in budget due to lower receipts. Interest rates
have declined.

Auditors want the Board to determine amount of money that
should be moved from the Retained Earnings to Reserves.
This should be accomplished at the November Board Meeting
and completed by the end of the year. There was a surplus of
$178,000 in Retained Earnings at the end of last year.

Janet, ARB Chairperson
• Proposed sign and new fence policies were approved by the
Board. Matthew will update the policies and they will be posted

Open Session Meeting Adjourned at 8:20PM.
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•

Issue: Storm water facilities/storm drains repairs
• A Storm water facilities/storm drains repair: The City of
Rockville conducted an inspection of the Fallsgrove Storm
Management facilities and concluded that a cleanout or
maintenance is required. Brightview provided an estimate
of $14,710.00 to clean up all areas. The Board has requested management to follow-up with the City of Rockville
to inquire about deadlines and whether repairs can be
staggered.

•

Issue: Resurfacing of cul-de-sacs
• PCM provided a proposal for milling and paving / or crack
fill and seal coating of seven cul-de-sacs. However, costs
were defined in the proposal. As such, Suzan will inquire
again about cost estimates and commitment to having
work done in the spring of 2022 and also reach out to
other companies for additional proposals.

•

Issue: Verizon FIOS
• An outline of the installation plan was provided by Verizon,
and the Board agreed to send out an email blast to the
community to inquire about homeowner consenting to
move forward with the plan.

Board of Directors Meeting
Sept 22, 2021

Board Members Present
Denise DeLawter, President, Amir Moghaddam, Vice President
Michael Myer, Treasurer, Giuseppe (Joe) Testa, Secretary, Darryl
Feldman, Director
First Service Management Present
Suzan Rice, Fallsgrove Community Manager
Matthew Watkis, Fallsgrove Community Administrative Assistant
Open Session
CALL TO ORDER/VERIFICATION OF QUORUM
• Denise DeLawter called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM, seconded by Amir Moghaddam.
• 5 out of 7 Board members were present for the open session
and quorum was met.
RESIDENT FORUM
Management and Covenant Committee Members communicated
that they would begin inspecting homes for inspecting in the community on Saturday – September 25, 2021.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion to approve the draft minutes from the June 23, 2021 Board
meeting was made by Denise, seconded by Amir Moghaddam.
OFFICER REPORT
Nothing to report
OLD BUSINESS
(Denise proposed that First Service use a spreadsheet to show all
open actions that will be discussed at each meeting.
•

Issue: Revised Doggie Station Proposal: The Board is evaluating
costs to install two doggie stations on Casey Lane and Jersey
Lane.

•

Issue: Parking in cul-de-sacs
• The Board followed up on the issue related to vehicles
parked in the cul-de-sacs and concluded that, unfortunately, there are no preventive measures to enforce vehicles
from parking in those areas, including parking signs, other
than to resolve it directly with the vehicle owner or call
traffic law enforcement.

•

Issue: Sidewalk repairs
• Suzan has reached out to the City of Rockville regarding
the uneven sidewalks as well as a recent partial placement
of cold asphalt patches in some of those areas. She has
not heard back from City officials yet.

New Business
• 2022 Budget: Motion to approve the draft budget was made by
Denise, seconded by Michael Myers.
•

2022 Landscaping Proposal: The Board asked that management request additional proposals in addition to Brightview.

Financial Report
No major issues were noted in FirstService Residential’s Financial
Analysis and Financial Report for this quarter.
The open session was adjourned at 8:09 PM.
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From everyone at Fallsgrove

Unlock your
home’s potential
• Give your home the head
start it deserves.
• With Compass Coming Soon,
you can give a curated
audience of potential buyers
an early look at your
property.
• With ample time to prepare,
we can gather valuable
feedback to drive demand
and generate buzz prior to
going live.
Interested in learning more?
Contact me to discuss details.

Margie Halem
Fallsgrove Senior Real Estate Expert
Realtor® DC/MD/VA
301.775.4196
margie@compass.com

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate.
This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 7200 Wisconsin Ave, Suite 500, Bethesda, MD 20814 | 301.304.8444
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WORD FIND
Celebrating Wildlife Conservation Day in December

Do your part towards conserving and protecting the decreasing numbers of wildlife species across the globe.
Wildlife plays an important role in balancing the environment.

Moose

Caribou

Artic Fox

Wolverine

Polar Bear

Bald Eagle

Walrus

Spotted Seal

Lemming

Snow Goose

Ermine

Narwhal

Reindeer

Sea Otter

Orca

Puffin

Kittiwake

Dall Sheep

Humpback

Lynx

Uria
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INSIDE
FALLSGROVE
400 Casey Lane • Rockville MD 20850
240-453-0150

ADVERTISEMENT INFORMATION
Inside Fallsgrove is published quarterly. Please note that some issues may be
postponed due to COVID-19.
We reserve the right to refuse ads and to change our minimum ad allowance.
Payment must accompany ads. We do not bill for advertisements, and our
advertising is non-commissionable.

Manager
Tanya Slesinger Sheres

Copy Editors
Jeff Weber
Suzan Rice

Payable to:

Fallsgrove Property Owners Association, Inc.

Send to: 	

Fallsgrove Property Owners Association, Inc
Attention: On-Site Manager
400 Casey Lane
Rockville, Maryland 20850
(Payment must accompany ads at time of submission)

Design & Layout

Ads must be sent as digital files in one of the following formats:

Tanya Slesinger Sheres

TIFF – 300 dpi		
JPEG – 300 dpi		
EPS files		

Adobe Illustrator
Adobe Photoshop
Adobe PDF

Inside Fallsgrove is an independent bi-monthly
newspaper providing news and information
for the community of Fallsgrove in Rockville,
Maryland. Inside Fallsgrove is published by the
Property Owners Association. It is not to be
mistaken for materials published by individual
constituent Home Owner’s Associations. The
POA is responsible for the form, content and
policies of the newspaper. Inside Fallsgrove
does not espouse any political belief or endorse
any product or service. Articles submitted for
publication may be edited for length or content.
Inside Fallsgrove is not responsible for any claims
made by advertisers.

Digital files should be sent to Tanya Slesinger Sheres via email at
tslesinger@fallsgrove.net (but won’t be processed until we receive your check).
Payment shall be mailed to the On-Site Manager’s attention at the above
mailing address.
Please note advertising pricing for the 2021 season:
Business cards size
(3.5” x 2”)		
$40
Quarter page size
(3.75” x 5”)		
$115
Half page size 		
(8.5” x 5”)		
$225
Full page size		
(8.5” x 11”)		
$425
Full page, back cover
(8.5” x 11”)		
$1500
Classified					FREE
Announcements				FREE
Purchasing ad space for a full year (4 issues) – 10% discount.
Inside Fallsgrove also extends a 10% discount to all non-profit advertisers.
For more information, please contact Tanya Slesinger Sheres via email at
tslesinger@fallsgrove.net.

IMPORTANT
LOCAL NUMBERS
Rockville Recreation
PEPCO Outages  . . . . . . . . . .  877-737-2662

City of Rockville  . . . . . . . . .  240-314-5000

Public Works
(water, sewer, street)  . . . . .  240-314-8567
Waste Transfer. Station.  . . .  301-840-2370
Rockville Police
• Emergency  . . . . . . . . . . . .  301-340-7300
• Non-Emergency  . . . . . . . .  240-314-8900

• Information . . . . . . . . . . . . 240-314-5023
• Sports . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  240-314-5055
• Special Events . . . . . . . . . .  240-314-5022

Motor Vehicle Admin . . . . . .  800-950-1682
MD Poison Center . . . . . . . .  800-222-1222

COMCAST  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  301-424-4400

Mont. Co. Public Schools . . . . . 301-279-3673

Verizon Repair . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-275-2355

Fallsgrove Club House  . . . . .  240-453-0150

Recycling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  240-314-8568

Fixing Street Lights  . . . . . . .  240-314-8500

Food, Friends, Fallsgrove
Find all the ingredients you need for the perfect get-together when you
visit Fallsgrove Village Center. Choose from a variety of delicious foods,
yummy deserts and much more, all together in one convenient place.

FEATURING THESE STORES AND MORE

®

Opening Soon!
For a complete directory and to view deals, visit our website.

Fallsgrove Village Center | 14933 Shady Grove Road | Rockville, Maryland 20850 | FallsgroveVillageCtr.com

