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T

he year 2020 has been like no other. The pandemic continues to
spread throughout the world. COVID-19 restrictions continue to be
in place. This is an anxious time for many, but hopefully there is some
light at the end of the tunnel with vaccines coming on line. As all of the
health experts have repeatedly said, to limit the spread of the virus
each one of us should wash our hands regularly, maintain social distancing of at least 6 feet and wear a mask when around others.
The CDC website contains a wealth of information on how to protect
yourself from the virus. It can be reached at https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html. The city of Rockville website is also
a useful resource where you can find a comprehensive list of COVID-19
resources available in the City and County at https://www.rockvillemd.
gov/2316/COVID-19-Resources. The county has also introduced a new
website where you can keep track of progress of vaccine implementation at https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/covid19/vaccine.
As you know our community events were cancelled this past year due
to the pandemic. However, one of our neighbors brought some brightness to Halloween. Andrea Creel organized a house decorating contest
that was very popular. The POA hopes to add this to our Halloween
festivities in the coming years as a new Fallsgrove tradition. An article
on the event and pictures can be found on page 7.

CHECK OUT MORE PICTURES ON PAGE 2

HAPPY NEW YEAR
FALLSGROVE!

Congratulations to the new Board members and officers that were recently elected to serve on the Fallsgrove Recreation Association Board
and the Fallsgrove POA (Pulte) Board. A complete listing of Board members that represent you can be found on page 16.
Continued on Page 3
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FALLSGROVE
SPOOKIEST
HOUSE
CONTEST

H

alloween looked a little different in Fallsgrove
this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic; however that didn't stop Fallsgrove residents from getting into the Halloween spirit and participating in
a new Fallsgrove tradition: Fallsgrove's Spookiest
House Contest!

1ST PLACE:

Jay Drive
Jenny Tordoff

Ten houses participated in the contest which was
done via online voting from members of the community. The top three houses received prizes including Amazon gift cards and donuts from Krispy
Kreme.
Participants in the contest went all out on their
decorations which included fog machines, spooky
lighting, haunted sound effects, oversized inflatable
ghosts, dead bodies in the driveway, cobwebs, caution tape, toothy jack-o-lanterns, and giant spiders
crawling up the front of a house!
The contest was organized by longtime Fallsgrove
resident, Andrea Creel, who "wanted to find safe
and fun ways to bring the community together and
allow children to still experience the magic of Halloween, especially because of the loss of so many
of the usual childhood activities and special events
this year."

2ND PLACE:

Oak Knoll Terrace
Jaden Walcoff

Feedback from the community was very positive;
Grant Umeda shared that "our kids had a fantastic
time looking at the homes in the scary house contest!" Many neighbors commented that they enjoyed driving or walking around and looking at the
decorated houses and hope that this event can continue next year.
A huge thank you to all of the houses who participated in this year's contest! We can't wait to see
what these creative neighbors come up with next
year!

3RD PLACE:

Goodland Place
April Tan

JANUARY 2021 • 3
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from Front Page

The Fallsgrove Property Association Board of Directors wishes all Fallsgrove owners, renters and commercial tenants a
very happy and healthy New Year for 2021. We hope everyone had a safe and joyous New Year’s celebration and we
wish everyone well on their hopes for a successful new year.
Board meeting dates for 2021 have been set and can be
found on page XX. These meetings are the place to learn
about what’s going on in Fallsgrove, as well as the surrounding area. POA meetings include a presentation from a representative of the City of Rockville highlighting upcoming
events in the City.
- Jeff Weber, President
Fallsgrove Property Owners Association

Unlock your
home’s potential
• Give your home the head
start it deserves.
• With Compass Coming Soon,
you can give a curated
audience of potential buyers
an early look at your
property.
• With ample time to prepare,
we can gather valuable
feedback to drive demand
and generate buzz prior to
going live.
Interested in learning more?
Contact me to discuss details.

Margie Halem
Fallsgrove Senior Real Estate Expert
Realtor® DC/MD/VA
301.775.4196
margie@compass.com

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate.
This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 7200 Wisconsin Ave, Suite 500, Bethesda, MD 20814 | 301.304.8444
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JSSA SUPPORT
DURING THIS UNIQUE TIME
Making Connections in Times of Isolation

CLOSURE ADVISORY FROM

THOMAS FARM
COMMUNITY CENTER

Social distancing in times of COVID is taking its toll on our mental health
and well-being. It is hard not to lose perspective when we have to isolate
from those whose company make our lives rich and meaningful. This year,
many of us fear the change in season when dropping temperatures and
shorter days limit opportunities for safe social distancing outside. And the
recent holiday season doesn’t spark joy, but fear of loneliness.
There is no better time for strengthening our resilience and exploring
ways to connect in a meaningful way with ourselves, with those we love
and the community around us.
Join JSSA for a workshop that will lighten your heart and lift your spirits
learning both spiritual and practical tools to create abundance in our lives.
Dates: Tuesdays
Time: 4:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Facilitator: Anne-Lee Gilder, MA
Register at https://www.jssa.org/making-connections-in-times-of-isolation

Recreational facilities, events, classes, programs,
rentals and activities are temporarily canceled.
Community center memberships will be extended
to account for lost days.
Canceled camps, programs, events and rentals will
be refunded or credited for future use. No action is
needed on the part of registrants, but please allow
two weeks for processing.
For questions, contact Recreation and Parks at
registration@rockvillemd.gov or 240-314-8620,
Monday-Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Vision Zero is a strategy to
eliminate all traffic
fatalities and severe
injuries, while increasing safe,
healthy, fair mobility for all.
What can you do to get involved with
Vision Zero? Learn more at
https://rockvillereports.com/what-is-vision-zero/
•

The Rockville Bicycle Advisory Committee, the
Rockville Pedestrian Advocacy Committee and
the Traffic and Transportation Commission meet
regularly to discuss transportation safety issues,
and welcome your participation.

•

Read “Rockville Reports,” watch Rockville 11 and
follow the city on social media for opportunities
to offer input on the Vision Zero Action Plan and
the city’s pedestrian master plan.

•

If you see something that could immediately
improve safety, let us know. Visit rockvillemd.gov
to “Report a concern.”

•

Become an ambassador for safety by spreading
the word about what Vision Zero is and how it
can benefit the community.

•

Let the city know of groups that the city should
identify for outreach about Vision Zero and its
mission.
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Rockville Town Square
Outdoor Ice Skating is OPEN
with Reservations
The skating rink will be operated in strict conformance with County COVID-19 rules and
CDC guidance. Make reservations at www.rockvilleiceskating.com.

Sandra Nesbit
Your Neighbor and Neighborhood Realtor
c 301.502.5555 e snesbit@greystonerealty.net

z Fallsgrove resident for 18 years
z Director of the Fallsgrove Recreation Association for over 8 years
z Extensive knowledge and experience of the Fallsgrove
community, multiple associations and their governing documents
z A Proven Track Record - $135 Million + In Sales

Client service and commitment are my passions.
If you’re thinking about selling, call me today!

p

301.244.4705

a

3833 Farragut Ave, Kensington, MD 20895

w

greystonerealty.net
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RANDOM ACTS OF
KINDNESS

SEASONAL WINTER RECIPE

SKILLET BISCUIT POT PIE
An easy winter recipe that will
keep you warm and cozy

The following Random Act of Kindness was
shared by Judi Goozh.
Our newspaper was always placed at the top of
the steps to our townhouse front door for easier
access. For quite a long time, however, the newspaper has been left at the bottom of the stairs
which has been problematic. All of a sudden, the
newspaper has, once again, been placed directly
outside of the front door at the top of the steps.
We originally thought the newspaper delivery person was responsible, but we discovered that was
not the case.
We observed that an elderly gentleman from the

INGREDIENTS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

community out on his daily walk took the newspa-

2 tbsp. extra-virgin
olive oil
1 tsp. dried thyme
2 cloves garlic,
minced
1 onion, chopped
2 large carrots,
chopped
2 celery stalks,
chopped
kosher salt
Freshly ground black
pepper
1/4 c. all-purpose
flour

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 c. low-sodium
chicken broth
1/4 c. heavy cream
2 chicken breasts, cut
into 1/2" cubes
1 c. frozen peas
2 tbsp. chopped fresh
parsley
1 package biscuits
1 large egg, beaten
with 1 tbsp. waterjack cheese, sliced
avocado for serving
(optional)

pers at the base of the steps and placed them at
the top for every townhouse he passed. Finally,
we were able to thank him in person for his kindness.

DIRECTIONS
•

Preheat oven to 400°.

•

In a large cast-iron skillet over medium heat, heat oil
and add thyme, garlic, onions, carrots and celery. Stir
with a wooden spoon until vegetables soften, about
5 minutes, then season with salt and pepper. Add
flour and continuously whisk until well incorporated.
Slowly whisk in broth and heavy cream until mixture
is smooth.

•

Add chicken and bring to a boil; simmer until thickened, about 5 minutes. Stir in peas and parsley. Top
with an even layer of biscuits, then brush tops with
egg wash.

•

Bake until biscuits are golden brown and filling is
bubbling, 22 to 25 minutes. Serve immediately

After acknowledging our thank you, he asked,
“Could you please give me your old papers when
you finish reading them because we do not subscribe for a daily paper?” We now leave the old
paper out for him and continue to pick up each
day’s news directly outside our door. His random
act of kindness is now a win-win for us both!

Send your anecdote to:
Sue Jeweler at sjlj@comcast.net

- www.delish.com
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FALLSGROVE REAL ESTATE SALE LISTINGS
Listings and sales between August 1 - December 31, 2020.
Obtained Through MRIS as of January 10, 2021.

All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Information courtesy of Margie Halem, Realtor.

Days on
Market

Beds/Baths

Property
Type

-

131

5/6

Detached

$1,229,000

$1,140,000

135

5/6

Detached

Sold

$1,225,000

$1,090,000

113

4/6

Detached

110 Prettyman Dr

Sold

$1,150,000

$1,071,700

207

5/8

Detached

416 Long Trail Ter

Sold

$1,148,000

$1,105,000

51

4/5

Detached

402 Long Trail Ter

Sold

$1,149,900

$1,100,000

36

6/5

Detached

108 Long Trail Ter

Active

$1,074,500

-

0

5/5

Detached

506 Golden Oak Ter

Sold

$960,000

$900,000

43

3/3

Detached

9405 Blackwell Rd #408

Sold

$895,000

$875,000

11

4/4

Condo

912 Oak Knoll Ter

Sold

$799,000

$822,000

45

3/3

Townhouse

405 Oak Knoll Ter

Sold

$762,500

$750,000

59

3/4

Townhouse

802 Oak Knoll Ter

Sold

$775,000

$752,000

27

4/5

Townhouse

105 Oak Knoll Ter

Sold

$749,900

$749,000

3

3/4

Townhouse

910 Oak Knoll Ter

Sold

$749,900

$760,000

4

3/3

Townhouse

9405 Blackwell Rd #404

Sold

$669,000

$664,000

11

3/3

Condo

9405 Blackwell Rd #204

Active

$649,900

-

52

3/3

Condo

1114 Oak Knoll Ter

Sold

$625,000

$600,000

6

3/4

Townhouse

701 Fallsgrove Dr #205

Sold

$615,000

$580,000

43

3/2

Condo

524 Casey Ln

Sold

$588,000

$593,000

3

4/3

Townhouse

517 Jacala Ter

Sold

$575,000

$575,000

3

4/4

Townhouse

512 Casey Ln

Sold

$559,900

$549,900

35

4/3

Townhouse

9405 Blackwell Rd #108

Contract

$459,900

-

42

2/2

Condo

233 Jay Dr #93

Sold

$395,000

$396,000

3

2/3

Condo

219 Jay Dr #108 (D)

Sold

$375,000

$375,000

5

2/3

Condo

Address

Status

List Price

Sold Price

414 Nature Ln

Active

$1,175,000

302 Deep Trail Ln

Sold

606 Oak Knoll Ter
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A NEW WAY TO
PAY UTILITY BILLS FOR
ROCKVILLE UTILITIES
A new payment system debuts in January
Check your mailbox in January for:
New account information.
4 How to register.
Then:
•
•
•
•

View and pay your utility bill online, anytime, with
a credit/debit card or e-check.
Receive bills and receipts via email with a paperless
option.
Get email and optional text message reminders.
Choose to pay online or by mail, phone or text
message.

Create your own payment schedule with FlexPay:
•
•

Use Auto Pay to avoid late or missed payments, or
One-Time Pay to quickly view and pay without
registering.
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FALLSGROVE NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
Traveling during the COVID-19 Pandemic

Travel can increase your chance of spreading and getting COVID-19. Postponing travel and staying home is the best way
to protect yourself and others from COVID-19. If you are considering traveling, here are some important questions to ask
yourself and your loved ones beforehand. These questions can help you decide what is best for you and your family.

•

Are you, someone in your household, or someone you will be visiting at increased risk
for getting very sick from COVID-19?

•

If you get infected you can spread the virus to loved ones during travel and when you
return, even if you don’t have symptoms. If your household includes one or more
individuals at increased risk for severe illness, all family members should act as if they,
themselves are at increased risk. Learn how to protect yourself and others.

•

Are cases high or increasing in your community or your destination? The more cases
in your community of origin or at your destination, the more likely you are to get and
spread COVID-19 as a result of your door-to-door travel. Check Each State’s Cases in the
Last 7 Days.

•

Are hospitals in your community or your destination overwhelmed with patients who
have COVID-19? To find out, check state and local public health department websites.

•

Does your home or destination have requirements or restrictions for travelers? Check
state and local requirements before you travel.

•

During the 14 days before your travel, have you or those you are visiting had close contact with people they don’t live with?

•

The following activities can put you at higher risk for COVID-19:
•

Going to a large social gathering like a wedding, funeral, or party.

•

Attending a mass gathering like a sporting event, concert, or parade.

•

Being in crowds like in restaurants, bars, fitness centers, or movie theaters.

•

Being on trains, buses, in airports, or using public transportation.

•

Traveling on a cruise ship or river boat.

•

Do your plans include traveling by bus, train, or air which might make staying 6 feet
apart difficult?

•

Are you traveling with people who don’t live with you?

If the answer to any of these questions is “yes,” you should consider making other plans,
such as delaying your travel. Travel may increase your chance of spreading and getting COVID-19. Postponing travel and staying home is the best way to protect yourself and others
from COVID-19.
If you do decide to travel, be sure to check out more tips to stay safe at https://www.cdc.
gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html#:~:text=%E2%80%A2%20
Wear%20a%20mask%20to,nose%2C%20and%20mouth.

10 • INSIDE FALLSGROVE

2021 BOARD MEETING DATES

FALLSGROVE PROPERTY
OWNER'S ASSOCATION

Fallsgrove POA (Master)

Board of Directors Meeting
September 10, 2020

Thursday, March 18th, 2021
Thursday, May 13th, 2021
Thursday, September 2nd, 2021
Thursday, November 11th, 2021

Fallsgrove Recreation Association
Wednesday, February 3rd, 2021
Wednesday, April 14th, 2021
Wednesday, June 9th, 2021
Wednesday, September 1, 2021
Wednesday, November 3, 2021
Wednesday, December 15, 2021

Homes at Fallsgrove Owners Association
Monday, March 8th, 2021
Monday, April 19th, 2021
Monday, May 3th, 2021

IN ATTENDANCE
Jeff Weber, President; Len Shapiro, Vice-President; Scott Mead, treasurer; Amir Moghaddam; Suzan Rice, Maureen Levy and Matthew
Watkis, FirstService Residential; and several homeowners.
CALL TO ORDER
Jeff Weber called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM
Minutes - The minutes from the May 14, 2020 Board of directors
meeting were approved as written.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
•

Jeff introduced Matthew Watkis, who joined FirstService in august to serve as Suzan’s assistant.

•

There is a lack of material for the October newsletter due to Covid-19, so will print the next issue in January. This will save approximately $2,000

•

Jeff proposed no community events for the rest of 2020, including the yard sale, Halloween parade and movie night. The board
agreed. This will save approximately $2,500.

•

Again, this year Safeway came to the clubhouse to administer flu
shots for the community. We had a total of 78 people receive flu
shots last Thursday, far exceeding previous years.

ACTION ITEM LIST FROM PREVIOUS MEETING
•

We have approximately $51K in retained earnings, which exceeds the 10-20% of assessments recommended by the auditor. Jeff proposed that we move $21,876 to reserves less the
amount needed for carry forward to balance the 2021. A formal
motion will be made when the budget is discussed.

•

All other action items were completed.

Monday, September 13th, 2021
Monday, November 15th, 2021

Fallsgrove Homeowners Association

NEW BUSINESS
•

The brick sidewalk along Fallsgrove Boulevard by the apartments and the Pulte condos is in need of repair. There are several areas that pose a tripping hazard, including raised version
boxes, bricks separating and several areas where the bricks have
raised above the surface of the sidewalk. One firm has been out
to provide an estimate, but it has been difficult to get others.
Scott provided an additional name that FirstService can contact.
Once we have several proposals, we can vote by email to get the
work done.

•

FirstService provided a handout entitled “Coronavirus Protocol
for Meetings.”

•

Suzan also mentioned that FirstService is coming out with an
app for Connect.

•

The Board reviewed the draft 2021 budget. The following line
items were discussed:

Wednesday, March 10th, 2021
Wednesday, June 2nd, 2021
Wednesday, September 22nd, 2021
Wednesday, November 17th, 2021

Meetings held at the
Fallsgrove Clubhouse at 7:00 pm
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•

Based on prior year comparison the interest line seems high
given the lower interest rates expected next year

•

The advertising income seems low given historical numbers.
Jeff thought there may be a coding error between advertising
and interest.

•

The additional management line is reduced, since Mett’s salary is less that the additional amount we were paying for Suzan.

•

Since we are not holding any community programs due to Covid-19, it was suggested that we try some virtual events. Andrea Creel volunteered to hold yoga class. Scott also thought
that Senz Yoga in the shopping center may be willing to do
something. Trivia night was also suggested. Suzan will reach
out for volunteers.

•

•

•

The cost of the newsletter was discussed, including the possibility of going totally digital. After discussing this it was
agreed that the cost is not that great, given the benefits
of providing copies of the minutes to all residents, and we
should continue as is. However, we will reduce the number
of extra copies that are provided in the clubhouse.

The draft budget was approved with the following changes:
•

Reduce the interest line to $2,800

•

Increase the advertising line to $2,200

•

Contact Brightview about the possibility of holding their
charges to the 2019 level due to the pandemic.

A motion was approved to move funds from retained earnings to
reserves as previously discussed. The final number will be determined at the November meeting.

MANAGEMENT REPORT
• We have 2 CDs maturing – one on September 29 for almost $43K
and one on October 25 for almost $20 K. FristService will send us
the new rate sheets to vote via email as it gets closer to the dates.
• Scott pointed out that we are running a surplus of approximately $5,900 through July.
With no further business, the meeting as adjourned at 7:40 PM

HOMES AT FALLSGROVE
OWNERS' ASSOCIATION
Board of Directors Meeting
September 14, 2020
ATTENDING
Jeff Weber – President, Russell Rothenberg – Vice President, Dan
Spafford - Treasurer, Jim Bortz – Secretary, Lisa Dudek - Director,
Suzan Rice – First Service Residential Site Manager, Matthew Watkis –
Administrative Assistant to Suzan Rice, Maureen Leyva – First Service
Residential Regional Director; Residents – 3

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
The minutes from the May 4th meeting were approved with a minor
correction. The number of homes listed in the Reserve Study was
incorrect.
OPEN FORUM
•

Architectural Review Board (ARB) will walk alleys in early October to look for trash can violations and damaged Verizon and
Comcast boxes. First Service will contact Verizon and/or Comcast
regarding repair work required. The ARB will walk alleys twice
between early October and mid-November looking for possible
violations. The Fallsgrove community will not have the inspector
this year due to Covid-19.

•

Ask Brightview to do a more thorough job of overseeding this
Fall.

•

Lisa Dudek mentioned enhancing the shrubs at the corner of Lisa
Oaks and Jay Drive. The board subsequently approved the enhancement with the caveat that Brightview provides a warranty
of their work.

•

Robert Galuppi inquired about the health of the trees on Oak
Knoll Drive and Jay Drive. Subsequent to our meeting Brightview
inspected the trees and deemed them healthy.

•

Pulte Homes will discuss at their meeting on September 23rd the
homes that are not well maintained.

•

City of Rockville has not responded and will be contacted again
regarding the need for No Parking signage at the corner of Casey
Lane and Oak Knoll Terrace.

OFFICER REPORTS
Jeff, President:
•

Welcomed Mathew Watkis to our community. Matthew is the
Administrative Assistant to the Fallsgrove community and has
been quite helpful.

•

78 flu shots were administered by Safeway at the Community
Center.

•

There is not going to be a newsletter from POA this quarter due
to lack of information and activity due to Covid 19.

•

No Halloween Parade or Yard Sales this Fall due to Covid 19.

•

No increase in dues is anticipated in 2021 from the Recreation
Bard or the POA.

Dan, Treasurer:
•

Finances are in good shape. It is helpful to have monthly Financial statements.

•

There is a net excess of revenues over expenses:

•

•

$7,600 – current month

•

$23,000 – for 2020

Retained Earnings has an excess of $40,000. The Board will decide
at the November meeting how much of those funds should be
moved to Reserves. Each year we should make sure that we move
enough funds from retained earnings to reserves to cover the interest expense outlined in the reserve study.

Continued on Page 12
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HOMES AT FALLSGROVE
Continued from Page 11

Confirm where to place dues of $1,122 for CCOC on financials.

Open Session Meeting Adjourned at 9:10PM.
•

A CD is due to mature on November 16th. We may need to divide
the funds as it is worth close to $250,000.

•

Move $75,000 from Capital One Money Market to Sterling National to earn a greater interest. Subsequent to the meeting it
was discovered that the interest rate was less than expected. The
Board agreed to open a CIT Bank Money Market account which
would incur a $50 one-time fee. (Note that over a year’s time the
incremental rate between CIT and Capital One would be worth
$600 to us on a $100K deposit.) Then move $99K from CapOne to
CIT, leaving a little over $1K in the Capital One MM. It was decided
to keep the Capital One account open in caase their rates increase
in the future.

FALLSGROVE HOMEOWNERS
ASSOCIATION
Board of Directors Meeting
September 23, 2020

Suzan Rice, First Service Residential Site Manager:

CALL TO ORDER/VERIFICATION OF QUORUM

•

Residents have been paying dues in a timely fashion.

•

Most Action Items from May 2020 Board Meeting have been completed.

•

Denise DeLawter called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM, seconded by Amir Moghaddam.

•

$7,000 in prior owner balances is on our “books”. This is money is
owed to previous residents and will go to The State of Maryland to
distribute to those residents.

•

All Board members (7 out of 7) were present for most of the open
session and quorum was met. During the executive session, however, the number of Board members dropped to 6 out of 7 while
maintaining quorum.

•

Suzan mentioned that FirstService has developed an mobile App
for Connect.

Maureen Leyva, First Service Residential Regional Director:
• Our insurance coverage expires September 22,2020. A discussion
ensued about the need for employment liability insurance. Subsequent to our meeting First Service agreed this coverage was not
necessary. The Board voted to maintain our policy with Nationwide Insurance.

RESIDENT FORUM
Issue: Community Upkeep and landscaping
•

Homeowners expressed concerns and frustration over continuous and extended violations by residents that include uncut lawns
and dead trees not being removed, trash bins left out for days,
auto tires left in open sight, yards not being kept neat and tidy as
well as roof downspouts in front of homes protruding onto front
lawns towards the street. Also, it was brought to the Boards attention that non-conforming community colors such as brown
garage doors and yellow front doors were noticed in the neighborhood. Homeowners also expressed concerns with regards to
the declining quality of services provided by Brightview and asked
if the Board would seek alternative landscapers when the current
agreement is up for renewal. The Board confirmed that other
landscapers are taken into consideration at the time of agreement
expiration.

•

One resident volunteered to support the Board in addressing such
violations through the ARB committee.

NEW BUSINESS
Alleyways:
•

Curbs are cracked around trees particularly “Montgomery” homes
and at some corners in the alleys. Consensus is that we need to
do crack fill and then seal coating, which is mostly cosmetic, but
needed after crack fill.

•

There are six areas that curbs can’t be fixed without removing
trees.

•

Collars need to be repaired in the newer section of community.

•

Homeowners are responsible for tree removal in the alleys, not
the City of Rockville or HOA.

•

The Board will walk through alleyways to determine specific work
to be done including, curb, collars, and trees creating the issue.

•

Only one bid has been received as paving companies are busy
with projects throughout the area due to less traffic.

•

Most likely repaving and repairing curbs and collars will not be
done until the Spring of 2021.

Review of 2021 Draft Budget:
• The following changes were discussed:
1. Adjust Taxes owed to - $5,000.
2. Adjust Insurance line to - $6,166.
3. Adjust Interest Income line to - $18,000.

Issue: Possibility of adding more Internet service providers to the
community
•

One Homeowner inquired about the possibility of adding more
internet service providers to the community. Homeowner had
received feedback from Verizon that HOA Board had previously
not allowed Verizon to install infrastructure into the community.
Board members clarified that the issue also involves the City of
Rockville and the reason for not reaching an agreement with Verzion was due to the fact that Verizon wanted to repave the streets
with cold patch asphalt (vs. hot patch) which wears down more
rapidly. However, the Board agreed that having multiple options
and more competition would be positive for the community. The
Board agreed to revisit this topic and asked the homeowner to
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also inquire with his contact at Verizon about the possibility of
working with the City of Rockville and the Fallsgrov HOA to reach
an agreeable solution.

•

New Administrative Assistant: Matthew Watkis was presented
and welcomed by the Board.

•

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion to approve the draft minutes from the June 3, 2020 Board
meeting was made by Denise DeLawter. Joe Testa seconded the motion, however, requesting that the roles of three Board members in
the draft minutes be corrected to reflect the current status of each
member.

Connect Mobile App: A brief overview of the app was presented
to the board.

•

Safe Meeting Protocol: The current safety CDC guidelines for
meetings were provided to the Board.

The open session was adjourned at 8:10 PM.

OFFICER REPORT
Nothing to report
OLD BUSINESS
•

Doggie Station Locations and Information – The Board agreed to
move forward with the installation of additional doggie stations
in the neighborhood prior to the winter season.

•

Shrub Replacement at Utility Boxes - The Board reiterated approval to replace shrubs at utility box locations.

NEW BUSINESS
•

•

Draft 2021 Budget: During the budget review, several Board
members inquired about the apparent debt of ~ $29K accumulated in 2019 and 2020 which seemed to be, in part, driven by
increased legal fees. Upon further discussion, it became apparent that reserve funds originally established for the maintenance
of the pipestems in the community and no longer serving this
purpose (maintenance is now under the direct responsibility of
the homeowners living in those cul-de-sacs) and intended to be
reallocated, as directed by the Board in the prior year, to off-set
increases of the Fallsgrove HOA quarterly fees had not been utilized. As such, Michael Myer - Treasurer of the Board, together
with Maureen Leyva - Regional Director, First Service Residential,
will be setting up a meeting with the auditor to insure proper reallocation of funds. 2021 Budget will be revised accordingly.
Funds in money market: The Board and First Service Residential
clarified that there are currently two active accounts. The first account at NCB serves as an operating account for running expenses; whereas, the second account at Sandy Spring Bank are the
reserve funds discussed in paragraph “2021 budget” currently
in a money market to be utilized, at least in part, for off-setting
increases of the Fallsgrove HOA quarterly fees. However, there
seemed to be a discrepancy in the total amounts of the reserve
funds that Maureen will verify looking back at the financial statements.

•

Greenery in the Cul-de-Sacs: The Board approved Brightview’s
proposal to replace dead or missing shrubs in 206 Prettyman and
429 Nature Lane Cul-de-Sacs.

•

Cul-de-Sac paving: Management will get proposals and schedule
for paving and Board will vote on it.

FINANCIAL REPORT
As of June 30, 2020, YTD Actuals report a deficit of $9,613.16. However, these were not discussed in detail pending the above revisions.
MANAGEMENT REPORT

FALLSGROVE RECREATION
ASSOCIATION
Board of Directors Meeting
November 4, 2021
CALL TO ORDER
President Barry Fayne on November 4, opened the Board meeting at
7:33 pm
ELECTION OF OFFICERS
A motion was made to select the new officers for the board by
Andrea and Seconded by Nick. The roll below reflects the selection of
board officers.
ROLL CALL
Board Members Present: Andrea Creel, President Barry Fayne, Vice
President Nicholas DiFrancesco, Treasurer Katie Vogel, Secretary
Rachel Babiskin, Director, Fiorella Vargas, Director. Not Present:
Arash Taleghani, Director. Others: There were approximately 15 residents in attendance. Management Present: Maureen Leyva, Suzan
Rice, Matthew Watkins – First Services Residential
MEETING MINUTES
The meeting minutes from September 9, 2020 were approved by all
of the board members present.
OPEN FORUM
A Resident express views that excess funds from operations of the
board should be returned to the community. Especially given the
lack of access to access to the gym and clubhouse due to COVID.
Maureen and Andrea explained that there are not excess funds due
to COVID as the pool required additional staffing, and many of the
community costs are fixed including the management contract and
reserve funding.
NEW BUSINESS
Budget for 2021 was approved by the board after discussion. Nick
made a motion to decrease the budget by 3% this was seconded and
approved by all members present. Barry abstained from the vote due
to concerns with the level of reserves.
The meeting was closed with the approval of all board members
present.
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FALLSGROVE PROPERTY
OWNER'S ASSOCATION
Board of Directors Meeting
November 12, 2020
IN ATTENDANCE
Jeff Weber, President; Len Shapiro, Vice President; Suzan Rice, Maureen Leyva, FirstService Residential; Scott Mead; Treasurer, Amanda
McGraw, Secretary; George Moghaddam, 2 homeowners.
Call to Order: Jeff Weber called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM
MINUTES
The minutes from September 10, 2020 Board of Directors meeting
were approved as written.
OPEN FORUM:
No issues. One resident asked for details of Board responsibility (organization of different boards).
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:
• Repair of pavers along Fallsgrove Blvd have been completed
• Halloween celebration/parade was cancelled, but Andrea Creel
organized a home decorating contest and paid out of pocket for
the prizes. She also set up a website so that residents that wanted
to hand out candy could note their participation in Trick-or-treating.
• Jeff recommended the house decoration contest might be a
good thing for the POA to arrange next year in addition to the
regular celebration/parade.
ACTION ITEMS FROM PREVIOUS MEETING:
• Brightview Landscape update is still in progress. Bridget is supposed to provide Suzan with an updated contract, but still waiting
on confirmation if there will be a reduction in price for 2021 due
to pandemic.
• Seeking volunteers for virtual community events/activities.
• Contacted Senz Yoga regarding virtual yoga classes. Suzan is
still waiting to hear back if they have time. Andrea as well
had volunteered, but has taken on additional responsibilities
recently and we are waiting for confirmation if she will have
time.
• All other items completed
BUDGET DISCUSSION:
•

Approve 2021 budget. Jeff motioned to approve budget. Scott
Mead second motion. Board approved.

•

The auditors identified funds in retained earnings - $21,876. Jeff
motioned to move $13,265 into reserves. The represents the
excess amount less the carry forward funds used to balance the
2021 budget. Motion second by Len and approved by board.

•

Follow up from email approval to transfer $120,000 CD from First
Virginia to CIT/Mutual of Omaha at .8%. Motioned by Jeff. Second
by Len, board approved.

MANAGEMENT REPORT
Nothing to report.
FINANCIALS
Scott Reported that everything looks to be on track and we should
have some savings for the year so long as there is not spending for
snow removal. With no further business, the Open meeting was adjourned at 7:25PM.
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HOMES AT FALLSGROVE
OWNER'S ASSOCATION
Board of Directors Meeting
November 16, 2020
ATTENDING
Jeff Weber – President, Russell Rothenberg – Vice President, Dan Spafford - Treasurer, Jim Bortz – Secretary, Lisa Dudek - Director, Suzan Rice
– First Service Residential Site Manager, Matthew Watkis – Administrative Assistant to Suzan Rice, Maureen Leyva – First Service Residential Regional Director, Bridget Cahill – Brightview Liaison to Fallsgrove
Community, Residents – 3
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
The minutes from the September 14th meeting were approved.

Alliance Bank at a rate of 0.60%. This decision was made as a
result of Bank of Ozark not being able to provide the original rate
of return.
Suzan Rice, First Service Residential Site Manager:
•

Letters have been sent to those that violated trash can rules.

•

Daniel Seo from the City of Rockville assessed the parking situation at Casey Lane and Oak Knoll Terrace. Mr. Seo also looked at
Potter Lane to see if No Parking Signs are warranted. After the
Board Meeting the Board agreed with Mr. Seo’s suggestions: No
Parking Signs will be added to the intersection of Casey Lane and
Oak Knoll Terrace. The signage and parking will remain the same
for Potter Lane.

BUDGET DISCUSSION
•

The 2021 budget was approved by the Board

•

Over the years the assessments for each model based on par
values created by the developers have been out of line due to
rounding by minimal amounts. This was also identified in our annual audit. Proposed assessments for 2021 are being adjusted
to correct this. As a result of the Recreation Association lowering
fees by 3% no one’s total assessment will increase in 2021.

•

Retained earnings are greater than expected ($40,000). The
Board agreed to move $37,500 to the Reserve Fund.

•

A letter will be sent to the community with the 2021 budget. The
letter will be like the letter mailed for 2020 with the addition of
an explanation of rules regarding the posting of signs on lawns.
Also, to be added to the letter are the dates of when quarterly
payments are due – January 1, April 1, July 1, and October 1.

OPEN FORUM
Nothing was discussed.
OFFICER REPORTS
Jeff, President
•

POA will not have an increase in assessments in 2021.

•

Recreation Board has reduced assessments for 2021 by 3%.

•

Welcomed Fiorella Vargas to the Recreation Board and congratulated Andrea Creel on becoming the President of the Recreation
Board.

•

In a walk of alleys throughout the community there were only 10
trash can violations. This is an improvement from previous walks.
Verizon and Comcast are being asked to fix loose wires from their
damaged boxes. Homeowners will be contacted to remove political signs.

•

Proposed meeting dates for 2021:
1. March 8
2. April 19 – Annual Meeting
3. May 3 – Reconvened Annual Meeting if there is not a quorum at the April 19th meeting
4. September 13 – Draft Budget Meeting
5. November 15 – Budget Approval Meeting

Dan, Treasurer:
•

Our Financial Statements for the year are $14,000 better than expected as expenses have been lower than anticipated.

•

As our Certificates of Deposit (CD’s) mature next year our income
will be lower because of lower interest rates.

•

$100,000 was moved from Capital One Bank to CIT to earn a better rate of return.

•

A CD of $250,000 matured on November 16th. The Board agreed
to place $125,000 with Bank of Ozark at a rate of 0.70%. The
funds were for a 10-month CD. The balance was placed with Mutual of Omaha in a 24-month CD at the rate of 0.80%. After the
Board meeting it was decided to invest in a 12-month CD with

BRIDGET CAHILL, BRIGHTVIEW LIAISON TO
FALLSGROVE COMMUNITY:
•

There is a “serious erosion” problem between 311 – 313 Casey
Lane. Brightview proposed to regrade and sod so that water will
drain towards the street. Presently, water is “puddling on the
sidewalk”. This was put on hold for two reasons. First, the city
recently repaired the sidewalk, so we will see if that took care of
the problem. Also, we were unsure whether the space between
the homes is owned by the homeowners or the HOA. Suzan will
get a more legible copy of the plat.

•

Landscaping proposal for Jay Drive and Lisa Oaks Way was discussed. Dead shrubs will be replaced with either annual flowers
or appropriate shrubs.

•

Also, discussed during this part of the meeting was to replace the
wood on the six benches throughout the community. The wood
has deteriorated. It was agreed to look at a composite material to
replace the wood that will last longer.

Open Session Meeting Adjourned at 7:50 PM.

HAPPY NEW YEAR
FALLSGROVE RESIDENTS
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Dog, Cat Food
Distribution Event

FALLSGROVE
RECREATION ASSOCIATION
2021 Organization Chart

Held In Montgomery County
This Month

Fallsgrove Recreation Association
(FirstService Residential)

The first pet food distribution event in Montgomery County kicked off on
Tuesday, Jan. 12 from noon to 2 p.m.
A series of dog and cat food distribution events
are planned for this month at the Montgomery

Homes at Fallsgrove
(EYA Homes)
(FirstService Residential)

Fallsgrove Homeowners Association
(Pulte Single Family Homes)
(FirstService Residential)
& Fallsgrove Condos Association
(Pulte Condos) Metropolis Condo
Management

Condominium Residences
I, II, III & IV
(Abaris Realty)

Barry Fayne

Andrea Creel

Katie Vogel

(Vice President)

(President)

(Secretary)

Nicholas DiFrancesco

OPEN TBD

(Treasurer))

(Director)

Fiorella Vargas

Rachel Babiskin

(Director)

(Director)

County Humane Society's rescue building in Rockville.
The first distribution event kicks off on Tuesday,
Jan. 12 from noon to 2 p.m. Here's when the
others are scheduled:
•

Tuesday, Jan. 19, noon to 2 p.m.

•

Thursday, Jan. 14, noon to 2 p.m.

•

Thursday, Jan. 21, noon to 2 p.m.

Food will be distributed on a first-come, first-serve
basis. Masks and social distancing are required.
The MCHS' rescue building is located at 601 S.
Stonestreet Ave. Parking and the front door are
located at the back of the building.

For more information and
distribution event dates,
visit www.mchumane.org
or call 240-252-2555.

ATTEND AN ASSOCIATION
MEETING AND GET INVOLVED IN
THE FALLSGROVE COMMUNITY
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FALLSGROVE
PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION
2021 Organization Chart
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WORD FIND

/10/2021

Word Search Puzzle

Did you know that January is National Hot Tea Month?
Bitter cold January days call for nothing less than a long bath, candles lit, and cup after cup of hot tea to warm you
up. A hot, steamy cup of tea is perfect for any time of the day.
hot tea
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WHITE

BlackCHAMOMILE
DARJEELING

Green
GINGER
HERBAL

Chamomile
MASALA
OOLONG

Earl Gray
SENCHA
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White Tea
Herbal Tea

English Breakfast
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GRAY
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Jasmine
Chaga
Created
at DiscoveryEducation.com
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INSIDE
FALLSGROVE
400 Casey Lane • Rockville MD 20850
240-453-0150

ADVERTISEMENT INFORMATION
Inside Fallsgrove is published quarterly - in January, April, July and October.
The next issue of Inside Fallsgrove is the April 2021 issue. It will come out the
beginning of May, and the deadline for advertisement submission is April 5,
2021. Please note that some issues may be postponed due to COVID-19.
We reserve the right to refuse ads and to change our minimum ad allowance.
Payment must accompany ads. We do not bill for advertisements, and our
advertising is non-commissionable.

Manager
Tanya Slesinger Sheres

Copy Editors
Jeff Weber
Suzan Rice

Design & Layout

Payable to:

Fallsgrove Property Owners Association, Inc.

Send to: 	

Fallsgrove Property Owners Association, Inc
Attention: On-Site Manager
400 Casey Lane
Rockville, Maryland 20850
(Payment must accompany ads at time of submission)

Tanya Slesinger Sheres

Ads must be sent as digital files in one of the following formats:

Inside Fallsgrove is an independent bi-monthly

TIFF – 300 dpi		
JPEG – 300 dpi		
EPS files		

Adobe Illustrator
Adobe Photoshop
Adobe PDF

newspaper providing news and information
for the community of Fallsgrove in Rockville,
Maryland. Inside Fallsgrove is published by the
Property Owners Association. It is not to be
mistaken for materials published by individual

Digital files should be sent to Tanya Slesinger Sheres via email at
tslesinger@fallsgrove.net (but won’t be processed until we receive your check).
Payment shall be mailed to the On-Site Manager’s attention at the above
mailing address.

constituent Home Owner’s Associations. The

Please note advertising pricing for the 2021 season:

POA is responsible for the form, content and

Business cards size
(3.5” x 2”)		
$40
Quarter page size
(3.75” x 5”)		
$115
Half page size 		
(8.5” x 5”)		
$225
Full page size		
(8.5” x 11”)		
$425
Full page, back cover
(8.5” x 11”)		
$1500
Classified					FREE
Announcements				FREE

policies of the newspaper. Inside Fallsgrove
does not espouse any political belief or endorse
any product or service. Articles submitted for
publication may be edited for length or content.
Inside Fallsgrove is not responsible for any claims
made by advertisers.

Purchasing ad space for a full year (4 issues) – 10% discount.
Inside Fallsgrove also extends a 10% discount to all non-profit advertisers.
For more information, please contact Tanya Slesinger Sheres via email at
tslesinger@fallsgrove.net.

IMPORTANT LOCAL NUMBERS
City of Rockville  . . . . . . . . .  240-314-5000
Public Works
(water, sewer, street)  . . . . .  240-314-8567
Waste Transfer. Station.  . . .  301-840-2370
Rockville Police
• Emergency  . . . . . . . . . . . .  301-340-7300

• Non-Emergency  . . . . . . . .  240-314-8900
Rockville Recreation
• Information . . . . . . . . . . . . 240-314-5023
• Sports . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  240-314-5055
• Special Events . . . . . . . . . .  240-314-5022
COMCAST  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  301-424-4400

Verizon Repair . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-275-2355
Recycling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  240-314-8568
PEPCO Outages  . . . . . . . . . .  877-737-2662
Motor Vehicle Admin . . . . . .  800-950-1682
MD Poison Center . . . . . . . .  800-222-1222

Food, Friends, Fallsgrove
Find all the ingredients you need for the perfect virtual meal when you
visit Fallsgrove Village Center. Choose from a variety of delicious foods,
yummy deserts and much more, all together in one convenient place.

FEATURING THESE STORES AND MORE

®

For a complete directory and to view deals, visit our website.

Fallsgrove Village Center | 14933 Shady Grove Road | Rockville, Maryland 20850 | FallsgroveVillageCtr.com

