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President’s Message
This has certainly been an unusual year for all concerned. The
impact of COVID-19 and social justice reform have framed this
year like no other.
As of this writing we are still in Phase 2 of the County Executive’s
plan for reopening. While it is good to be in Phase 2 and for
people to visit the businesses and restaurants with the reopening guidelines, this pandemic is far from over. We do not want to
see a spike in cases and we cannot relax in fighting COVID-19. To
limit the spread of the virus each one of us should wash our hands
regularly, maintain social distancing of at least 6 feet and wear a
mask when around others. The CDC website contains a wealth of
information on how to protect yourself from the virus. It can be
reached at: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.
html. The City of Rockville website is also a useful resource where
you can find a comprehensive list of COVID-19 resources available
in the City and County at: https://www.rockvillemd.gov/2316/
COVID-19-Resources.
Warm weather is upon us and you may be thinking of making upgrades to your homes and or gardens. Please remember that any
and all exterior modifications, including landscaping MUST be approved by the Architectural Review Board for each Association.
Architectural Modification Forms may be obtained on the Fallsgrove Website at: https:// www.atfallsgrove.com by going to the
FAQs section and clicking on: “How do I request an Architectural
Modification?” You may also contact Suzan Rice at 240-453-0150,
email: assistantmanager@fallsgrove.net, or visit the Onsite Management office at 400 Casey Lane, Rockville, MD 20850. If you decide to visit the clubhouse, the door is locked due to Covid-19. If
you knock or call Suzan in advance, she will open the door for you.

Things are changing fast.
Information in this
issue may change due
to the rapidly evolving
COVID-19 pandemic.
Please continue to check
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus
as a resource for the latest updates.

We are parterning with Safeway to provide flu shots to the
Fallgrove community. See page 3 for details.
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A SIGN OF THE TIMES

Continue to do your part to keep our community safe
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from Front Page

The POA is working with
Safeway to offer flu shots this year

This is also the time of year when we have some of our
more popular community events including, the community yard sale and the pool party. Due to ongoing
health concerns, these events will have to wait until
next year. We will continue to monitor the situation
and if possible, will try to have the Halloween parade
if circumstances change. Safeway will be offering flu
shots for the community again this year. We have
scheduled this for September 3 from 2Pm – 6 PM.
More details to follow.
As part of Phase 2, the Fallsgrove pool has reopened.
Due to Covid-19, there are strict procedures in place
to keep everyone safe. You must register in advance to
use the pool. Please read the complete set of Rules
and Procedures that can be found here: https://www.
atfallsgrove.com/DocumentCenter/View/567/FINALPool-Rules-2020
I would also like to point out that David Fischer has
retired and is no longer employed by FirstService. I
would like to thank David for his service to Fallsgrove.
In the past he served as a fill-in when the clubhouse
was not staffed, but for the past two years he has been
the onsite Property Manager. We wish David well as he
progresses into the next chapter of his life. With David’s departure, Suzan has been promoted to Property
manager. Congratulations to Suzan on her promotion.
- Jeff Weber, President
Fallsgrove Property Owners Association

WHEN
Thursday September 3 from 2-6 PM

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO
Patients should please bring all forms of
insurance for billing purposes
Everyone receiving a vaccine must wear a
face covering of some sort
To minimize contact, patients should come
ready to be immunized with clothing that
will allow access to the upper arm

CLOSURE ADVISORY FROM

THOMAS FARM COMMUNITY CENTER
Recreational facilities, events, classes, programs, rentals and
activities are temporarily canceled.
Community center memberships will be extended to
account for lost days.
Canceled camps, programs, events and rentals will be refunded or credited for future use. No action is needed on the part
of registrants, but please allow two weeks for processing.
For questions, contact Recreation and Parks at registration@
rockvillemd.gov or 240-314-8620, Monday-Friday, from 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m.

4 • INSIDE FALLSGROVE

SUPPORT GROUP
FOR LGBTQIA+ TEENS
JSSA has launched an open support group that will meet weekly to discuss LGBTQIA+ issues and offer a safe space for support. Group will offer individuals information on resources in the community, as well as
discuss the importance of building a support system. The group will
also work in providing education to individuals on the milestones of
therapy for LGBTQIA+ individuals.
Date: Wednesdays beginning June 17th
Time: 1:00 – 2:00 p.m.
Cost: FREE
Presenters: Scott Lillich, LCPC and Maddie Stewart-Bodin
Scott Lillich is a Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor who has been in
social services for over a decade, being a licensed counselor for the last
seven years. He has worked with various populations, including children
and families at risk for foster care and adult and adolescents at risk for
incarceration. He has a history of providing services in a variety of settings, including in-home, hospitals, and office settings. He has provided
groups for people in isolation, prison institutions, as well as crisis home
and group home placements. He utilizes a multi-modal approach to utilize a more beneficial therapeutic experience for the client, including
experience with CBT, DBT, Feminist, Narrative, and Play Therapy. He is
a member of the American Counseling Association and their following
divisions: The Association of Child and Adolescent Counseling (ACAC),
the Association of Multicultural Counseling and Development (AMCD),
and the Association of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Issues in
Counseling (ALGBTIC).
Maddie Stewart-Boldin has worked at JSSA for one year in the Behavioral
Health Support Services team. Her role at JSSA has led her to work with
school aged youth navigating mental health systems and adults with a
variety of disabilities. Maddie graduated with a BA from Middlebury College and is a professional who has demonstrated interest in advocating
for school aged youth and young adults living in recovery from addiction
and mental health disorders.

Safer Shopping
at Rockville
Farmers Markets
Farmers markets in Rockville reopened on June
6th with market rules and
regulations and a preordering program to provide for
quicker, safer shopping.
The market will be open

Saturdays,
through Nov. 21
in the jury parking lot at
East Jefferson (Route 28)
and Monroe streets in
Rockville Town Center.
Please practive safety
guidelines. That means
wearing a face covering,
send fewer people, pre-order from vendors, consider
visiting during nonpeak
hours, leave pets home,
be quick, don't touch what
you don't want, try using
electronic payment

Learn more at
https://mda.maryland.gov/
maryland_products/pages/
farmers_market_dir.aspx.
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Unlock your
home’s potential
Thinking about selling your home? The
market is showing signs of strength in our
area, and buyer demand is particularly
high. Compass offers proprietary virtual
services and programs like bridge loans
and Compass Concierge to make it easier
than ever to list, market, and sell your
home. Get in touch with me to learn more!

Margie Halem
Fallsgrove Real Estate Specialist
Realtor® DC/MD/VA

301.775.4196

margie@compass.com

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate.
This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 7200 Wisconsin Ave, Suite 500, Bethesda, MD 20814 | 301.304.8444
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RANDOM ACTS OF
KINDNESS
During the Coronavirus Pandemic, random acts
of kindness have been chronicled at the local, national, and international levels.

Anne Frank famously said, “It's difficult in times

SEASONAL SUMMER RECIPE

WATERMELON SALSA

It’s summer’s last hurrah! We’re here to make sure
your Labor Day celebrations are filled with recipes that
celebrate the final days of summer fruit. This salsa can be
made with local watermelon, which is currently in season
on the East Coast. Serve it with your favorite chips or veggies this long weekend!

INGREDIENTS
•

3 cups fresh watermelon, chopped

•

½ cup cucumber, diced

within us, only to be crushed by grim reality. It's

•

½ cup yellow, orange or green peppers, diced

a wonder I haven't abandoned all my ideals, they

•

¼ cup red onion, diced

seem so absurd and impractical. Yet I cling to them

•

¼ cup cilantro, chopped

because I still believe, in spite of everything, that

•

2-3 tbsp jalapeño, diced + seeded

people are truly good at heart.”

•

2 tbsp lime juice

•

Sea salt, to taste

like these: ideals, dreams and cherished hopes rise

My Building II condo here in Fallsgrove is a microcosm of the larger society. I, along with so many in
my building, have received countless phone calls,
texts, and emails checking in to see how we are
doing. Neighbors have offered to go grocery shop-

DIRECTIONS
•

Combine watermelon + veggies into bowl and toss

•

Season with lime juice and salt to taste

•

Stir and serve chilled

ping for me and other folks and drop the bags at

Yields 3-4 servings.

our front doors. Most importantly, my wonderful

Approximate calories per serving: 66.

upstairs neighbor is making face masks and distributing them FREE to a nursing service, friends,
and neighbors!
People are truly good at heart!

Send your anecdote to:
Sue Jeweler at sjlj@comcast.net

- https://sweetgreen.tumblr.com/post/96260088403/watermelon-salsa-recipe
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POOL UPDATE: The Fallsgrove swimming pool
opened on Saturday, July 11, 2020.
To All Fallsgrove Residents:
To begin the season, the swimming pool will be open Fridays, Saturdays
and Sundays 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. As the season progresses the Fallsgrove Pool Committee and The Fallsgrove Recreation Association Board
of Directors will re-evaluate the usage of the pool and may increase the
number of days that the pool will be opened.
Your Fallsgrove Photo Pool Passes are not required this season, however
everyone that wishes to use the pool must register online and must complete a waiver form. To obtain the links for registration and the waiver
form please email: fallsgroverecboard@gmail.com.
Y ou may also use this email address for ANY questions you may have regarding the pool.
Thank you for your patience and understanding, the opening and operations of the pool during this pandemic is a learning curve for all involved.
- Fallsgrove Recreation Association Board of Directors
- Fallsgrove Pool Committee
- Fallsgrove Management Team

SOLD

SOLD IN 6 DAYS

JUST LISTED

206 OAK KNOLL TERRACE

326 FALLSGROVE DRIVE

302 DEEP TRAIL

SOLD IN 15 DAYS

SOLD IN 10 DAYS

JUST LISTED

ANOTHER HOME SOLD BY
CHUCK & CHRIS

OVER 198 FALLSGROVE
SALES
THINKING OF SELLING IN THE
SUMMER/FALL?

314 LISA OAKS WAY

710 OAK KNOLL TERRACE

102 LONG TRAIL

SOLD IN 6 DAYS

SOLD IN 16 DAYS

SOLD IN 2 DAYS

304 LISA OAKS WAY

300 DEEP TRAIL LANE

311 CASEY LANE

HIGHEST PRICE SOLD AND LISTED
SOLD BY CHUCK

SOLD

SOLD

Ask about our COVID Protocol

CHARLES WILSON

RE/MAX METROPOLITAN
OWNER

301.704.0520

304 LONG TRAIL TERRACE

133 JAY DRIVE

307 FALLSGROVE DR, #60

CHRIS HANDY

FALLSGROVE SPECIALIST

301.461.3718

RE/MAX METROPOLITAN REALTY

345 MAIN STREET | NORTH POTOMAC, MD | 301.502.0680
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FALLSGROVE NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
COVID-19 Safety Tips at the Beach, Pool or Lake

It's summer, and it's getting balmier by the day. You could splay out on the beach or cannonball into a community pool
-- but you also don't want to bring home coronavirus. Here are some tips from CNN to stay safe when enjoying some time
cooling down this summer.

IN THE WATER
•
•
•

Don't wear a mask in the water. It's just not practical! A wet mask can be dangerous if it
obstructs your breathing. Save the mask for when you're back on land.
Keep your distance. Remember, people spread coronavirus, not water. Don't swim close
enough to other people that you'll come in contact with their spit or breath.
Practice good hygiene. Please, don't blow your nose or spit in the pool or near another
person. If you can, exit the water and use a tissue to cough or sneeze, then wash your
hands.

ON DRY LAND
•

•
•

Keep your distance. Keep at least six feet of distance from other people out of the water, too. In its guidelines for recreational water facilities, the CDC recommends facilities
space out deck chairs at least six feet apart on decks so patrons don't breathe on each
other.
Know when it's too crowded to stay. Everyone's got the same idea to beat the heat -- go
where the water is. If you arrive when it's too crowded to get some space, it may be best
to turn around.
Wear a mask. Whether you're in a public restroom, the parking lot or a food stand, it's
smart to wear a mask whenever you're out of the water.

WITH OTHER PEOPLE
•
•
•

Stay home if you're vulnerable. The people most at risk -- older adults and people with
chronic illnesses -- should be wary that if they become infected, they're more likely to
become severely ill from coronavirus.
Impose a time limit. The length of your exposure to another person heightens your risk
of infection. It's best not to linger too long, so set an end time to the fun and stick to it.
Keep your circle small. If you've stuck to the CDC's "no more than 10 people" rule for
your isolation crew, great. Otherwise, politely decline an invitation to mid-pandemic
parties or any gatherings that will put you in the middle of a crowd, even if they're at a
beach.

IN THE HEAT
•
•

Keep up the hygiene. Sunlight won't clean your hands. Wash them frequently when
you're around other people in public.
Don't forget sunscreen. A mask only protects the bottom half of your face, after all!
Remember to apply regularly when you're out in the sun, but have a member of your
isolation squad apply it if you're having trouble -- minimizing contact with strangers is
still key.

- Read more here https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/22/us/beach-lake-pool-coronavirussafety-tips-wellness-trnd/index.html
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FALLSGROVE REAL ESTATE SALE LISTINGS
Listings and sales as of January 15, 2020. Obtained Through MRIS.

All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Information courtesy of Margie Halem, Realtor.

Address

Status

List Price

Sold Price

Days on
Market

Beds/Baths

Property
Type

201 Long Trail Ln

Sold

$1,340,000

$1,540,000

34

5/6

Detached

302 Deep Trail Ln

Active

$1,229,000

-

15

5/6

Detached

606 Oak Knoll Ter

Active

$1,168,000

-

99

4/6

Detached

110 Prettyman Dr

Active

$1,150,000

-

156

5/8

Detached

304 Long Trail Ter

Sold

$1,150,000

$1,125,000

1

6/5

Detached

416 Long Trail Ter

Contract

$1,148,000

-

51

4/5

Detached

506 Golden Oak Ter

Active

$945,000

-

25

3/3

Detached

9405 Blackwell Rd #408

Active

$875,000

-

35

4/4

Condo

912 Oak Knoll Ter

Active

$834,000

-

83

3/3

Townhouse

701 Fallsgrove Dr #301

Sold

$830,000

$805,000

27

3/3

Condo

509 Rosebush Ln

Sold

$829,900

$810,000

12

3/3

Townhouse

207 Jay Dr

Sold

$770,000

$770,000

9

3/3

Townhouse

405 Oak Knoll Ter

Active

$762,500

-

54

3/4

Townhouse

802 Oak Knoll Ter

Contract

$752,000

-

27

4/5

Townhouse

301 Oak Knoll Ter

Sold

$750,000

$750,000

11

3/4

Townhouse

205 Jay Dr

Sold

$729,900

$710,000

13

3/4

Townhouse

213 Oak Knoll Ter

Sold

$725,000

$725,000

19

3/4

Townhouse

323 Casey Ln

Sold

$660,000

$640,000

60

3/3

Townhouse

9405 Blackwell Rd #405

Sold

$612,000

$612,000

4

3/2

Condo

411 Oak Knoll Dr

Sold

$579,000

$579,000

30

4/4

Townhouse

326 Casey Ln

Sold

$585,000

$574,000

6

4/4

Townhouse

517 Casey Ln

Sold

$579,000

$579,000

8

4/4

Townhouse

517 Jacala Ter

Active

$575,000

-

3

4/4

Townhouse

512 Casey Ln

Sold

$559,900

$549,900

35

4/3

Townhouse

523 Casey Ln

Sold

$549,900

$550,000

3

3/4

Townhouse

701 Fallsgrove Dr #302

Sold

$519,900

$510,000

1

2/2

Condo
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FALLSGROVE
RECREATION ASSOCIATION

2020 BOARD
MEETING DATES
Fallsgrove POA (Master)

Board of Directors Meeting
February 12, 2020
CALL TO ORDER
President Barry Fayne on February 12, opened the Board meeting
at 7:05 pm

Thursday, November 12th, 2020

ROLL CALL
Board members present: Barry Fayne, President, Nicholas DiFrancesco, Secretary, Herb Ezrin, Director, Andrea Creel, Director
Rachel Babiskin, Director. Others: there were 5 residents in attendance. Property Management Present: Maureen Leyva – Regional Director – First Services, David Fischer – Property Manager

Fallsgrove Recreation Association

OPEN FORUM
Resident concern about the $400k budget for the recreation
board. Specifically, the property management cost.

Thursday, September 3rd, 2020

Wednesday, September 9th, 2020
Wednesday, November 4th, 2020

Homes at Fallsgrove Owners Association

First services noted that the management fee is for ~1,000 units at
an annual rate of $79k. First services contacts supports requests
for contracts, day-to-day operations, and pool passes.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion - The prior minutes were approved (Herb Proposed, Nick
Seconded, all present approved)
NEW BUSINESS

Monday, September 14th, 2020

•

Monday, November 16th, 2020

Survey Results
• 50% of survey respondents were supportive of the for the
Sign Along – Andrea plans to organize the attractive
• 85% of survey respondents were supportive or maybe for
the Farmers Market
• Overriding community comment was finding new ways to
bring the community together.

Fallsgrove Homeowners Association
Wednesday, September 16th, 2020
Wednesday, November 18th, 2020

Meetings are held at 7 pm,
please check www.atfallsgrove.com
for virtual meeting options.

Andrea Report of Farmers Market

Famers Market Planning
Andrea plans to research and report options for the community.
Motion – Approved Feasibility Study and get bids from farmers
markets vendors (Andrea proposed, Nick seconded, all present
approved)
• Pool Committee Report
Discussed that additional time is needed to select a company, and
complete the bidding process. The pool committee discussed the
desire to have guards in the evening after Memorial Day before
school is out.
• Reducing the rental fee
Discussed reducing the rental fee, to encourage community use.
The Thomas Farm rental meeting is $70 per hour. Current is $300
and $300 deposit and holding the fee. Preference towards depositing to encourage use.
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Motion – to reduce the club house rental fee $150 and deposit
$400 on use. (Herb proposed, Andrea seconded, all present approved)
• Clubhouse Key Review
Discussed clubhouse keys and sign-out process.
Motion – Approved to change clubhouse locks to Medeco locks
and limit distribution of keys to property managers and recreation
board president (Barry proposed, Herb seconded, all present approved)
•

Review of Reports on Community Center Day and Evening
Use
Management discussed some reports of scheduling conflicts between groups. Board members discussed the desire to mediate
conflicts, and ensure fair access.
MANAGERS REPORT
• Maureen reported that insurance policies are still being reviewed, community had no claims in the prior year. Hopefully,
a slight reduction over the prior year and a lower deductible
• Contacted the City of Rockville over a $13k water and sewer
bill. Previous the water and sewer had cost the association $4k
annually.
• Motion – Move money market of $135k from Green Bank at
1.35% to First Virginia Community Bank at 2.00% (Andrea Proposed, Barry seconded, all present approved)
NEXT MEETING DATE
The next Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday May 20, 2020
at 7:00pm.

FALLSGROVE
RECREATION ASSOCIATION
Board of Directors Meeting
March 2, 2020
CALL TO ORDER
Herb Ezrin on March 2, opened the Board meeting at 7:20 pm

NEW BUSINESS
Pool Contract Approval
Following the review of bids from four pool vendors, the board
met to discuss the pool committee recommendation for a new
pool management company. Different from last year, the pool season hours were extended to open in the afternoons from 3-8 pm
between Memorial Day and prior to the last day of Montgomery
County schools in June 2020 (i.e., during public school days).
Motion: Approved - Andrea made a motion to accept the contract
from High Sierra to manage the pool during the 2020 pool season.
Rachel seconded the Motion. All voted in favor of the motion.
MANAGERS REPORT
None
NEXT MEETING DATE
The next Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday May 20, 2020
at 7:30pm.
The meeting was then adjourned at 7:30pm

HOMES AT FALLSGROVE
OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION
Board of Directors Meeting
March 9, 2020
ATTENDING
Jeff Weber – President, Dan Spafford - Treasurer, Jim Bortz – Secretary, Russell Rothenberg – Director, Lisa Dudek - Director, David
Fischer – First Service Residential Site Manager, Maureen Leyva
– First Service Residential Regional Director. Residents – two new
residents attended
OPEN FORUM
Nothing was discussed
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
The minutes from the November 18, 2019 annual meeting were
approved
OFFICER REPORTS

ROLL CALL
Board members present Herb Ezrin, Director, Andrea Creel, Director, Rachel Babiskin, Director, Arash Taleghani, Treasurer. Others:
there were no residents in attendance. Property Management:
there were no property managers in attendance

Jeff /President:
•

Welcomed Lisa Dudek to the Board

•

OPEN FORUM
None

Annual meeting for the Fallsgrove Owners’ Association is
scheduled for April 20th at 7:00PM

•

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
None

A snow credit of approximately $13,000 was received from
Brightview. Brightview submitted a schedule of fertilization,
mulching, and mowing services for Spring, 2020.

•

The Board unanimously agreed to split the cost with First-

Continued on Page 12
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HOMES AT FALLSGROVE
OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION

HOMES MINUTES
Continued from Page 11
Service Residential to compensate Suzan Rice for the loss of
income due to one of the Condominium Associations leaving
our group of Associations. The other remaining associations
will contribute their share as well.
Dan Spafford, Treasurer:
Reported on the status of the Association’s Reserve Fund. The
numbers Dan and Jeff provided to Levi of Mason & Mason look
accurate. The changes are acceptable to Mason & Mason. They
will sign off on a Level 3 Administrative reserve study as opposed
to a Level 2 in which Mason & Mason would conduct a site visit.
The cost to fund the Reserve Fund Study is approximately $1,400.
Most importantly, our Reserves are well-funded. The Board will
review the Reserve Study upon its completion.
David Fischer, FirstService Residential
All action items from the November meeting were completed.
NEW BUSINESS
•

•

Brightview sent a proposal to conduct some work to alleviate
flooding in front of a house on Casey lane. A resident on Casey
Lane may need to bury their above ground drainpipe to prevent water from collecting on the sidewalk. FirstService will
forward the homeowner a letter.
Brightview also provided a schedule of activities planned for
the Spring:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

March 9-10 - Spring Turf Fertilization
March 16-20 – Mulching
April 6-9 - First mowing
April (TBD) – Turf weed control
April and May – Weekly Mowing
May 6-9 – Summer flower installation

The Board unanimously agreed to revise the fine schedule and
fine enforcement procedures. A letter to residents throughout the Fallsgrove community is being sent in March explaining the new enforcement procedures and fine schedule. Inspections will start in the second half of March. This is being
delayed due to the outbreak of Coronavirus.

FINANCIALS
• Dan will work with First Service Residential to correct a couple
of flaws in our Income Statement. The balance sheet needs
to reflect year-end versus current month. Additionally, POA
& Recreation fees on income statement need to align so that
expenses and income match.
• The Association ended 2019 with a $19K surplus in operating
funds.
• The Board unanimously agreed to move $150,000 2-year CD.
Due to financial uncertainty we are waiting for a current rate
quote for the interest rate.
• Another CD matures April 2, 2020. We are waiting for a rate
quote for this CD as well.
Meeting adjourned at 8:40 P.M.

Board of Directors Meeting
May 4, 2020
ATTENDING:
Jeff Weber – President, Russell Rothenberg – Vice President, Dan
Spafford - Treasurer , Jim Bortz – Secretary, Lisa Dudek - Director,
Suzan Rice – First Service Residential Site Manager, Maureen Leyva
– First Service Residential Regional Director, Janet Munson – Architectural Review Board, Chairperson. Residents – seven were in
attendance.
Prior to the start of the meeting the board elected officers for the
coming year. Officers are listed above.
OPEN FORUM
Nothing was discussed
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
The minutes from the March 9th meeting were approved
OFFICER REPORTS
Jeff, President:
•

Congratulated Suzan Rice on becoming Site Manager

•

Lisa Dudek as a member of the board needs to take COCC
training

•

First Service Webinars are informative, generally open only to
board members, and relevant to contemporaneous events

•

We will need to limit discretionary spending and bad debts
may increase because of the current economic climate.

•

Auditors in review of financial statements state “they are presented fairly”.

•

We had a “clean audit”.

•

Action list – all items were completed.

The Board unanimously approved by voice vote two CD’s that had
previously been approved by email:
•

$150,000 – invested in account at Luther Bank earning an interest of 1%

•

$101,000 – invested in account at Back of Ozark earning an
interest of 1.5%

Maureen, Suzan, First Service Residential:
•

David Fischer is no longer employed with First Service Residential

•

Suzan Rice will become manager and will have an administrative assistant.

•

Look at first service.com for webinar courses offered
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Pool area and swimming pool are being prepared for a Memorial
Day Opening. The community is waiting for the Governor’s directive as to when public pools may be opened. A city inspection of
the pool will also need to be completed. The pool will be managed
by High Sierra Co. this season.
Our cleaning company has been contacted to provide a deep clean
before reopening the fitness center and weight room.
Social distancing plans will be implemented for the fitness center
once it is reopened.
Dan, Treasurer:
•

We will monitor past due obligations from residents moving
forward to ensure that our Financial Statements are not adversely impacted.

•

Presently, the amount in arrears is less than 3% which is a favorable amount.

•

The snow budget will be made to a seasonal amount to align
with the 2021 budget. As an hypothetical example: – 1st quarter – 80%, 4th quarter – 20%

reviewed areas of possible violations, fine schedule, and enforcement procedures. Revised letters will be submitted for
first, second, third violations by Suzan to Janet Munson, ARB
chairperson, and Jeff for inclusion in Connect.
•

Most violations are on hold during the current crisis; however,
ARB Committee members will walk the neighborhood to look
for trash can violations until inspector resumes working.

•

Brightview has planned for the week of May 4th:

•

Turf weed control, fertilizer application, and planting of summer flowers.

•

Suzan will contact Brightview to move up date of shrub planting. Presently, it is scheduled for June 15th

•

Lisa Dudek is looking into enhancing the common area of the
corner of Lisa Oaks and Jay Drive

•

Dan Spafford suggested the City of Rockville be contacted to
have a No Parking sign be posted at the corner of Oak Knoll
Terrace and Casey Lane

Meeting adjourned at 8:06 P.M.

Matters for the Auditor:
•

•

The Board will make a determination if some of that money
should be moved to an account that earns interest. Dan will
monitor.

•

At the end of March, we had a positive cash flow of $11,421.00

Reserve Study:
•

FALLSGROVE PROPERTY
OWNER’S ASSOCIATION

$7,000 in prior owner balances is buried under “Prepaid Assessments” in our Financial Statements. Dan asked if his line
item can be separated and investigated.There is perhaps an
additional $30,000 per month in our operating account not
earning any interest income.

Dan reported that Levi of Mason & Mason stated we are using
an unconventional approach by using a 60-year model. And,
Mason & Mason has validated our approach.

Board of Directors Meeting
May 14, 2020 (via Zoom)
IN ATTENDANCE
Jeff Weber, President; Len Shapiro, Vice-President; Scott Mead,
treasurer; Amir Moghaddam; Suzan Rice, FirstService Residential;
Maureen Levya, FirstService Residential; approximately 8 homeowners.
Prior to the start of the meeting, President weber made a motion
to keep the officers the same as the previous year: - Jeff Weber,
President; Len Shapiro, Vice-President; Scott Mead, Treasurer;
Amanda McGraw, Secretary. The motion was approved.

•

Our budget for 2021 will allow for $30,712 for the sealcoating
of alleys and repairing curbs.

•

Our annual contribution was recalculated as $21,110 which is
less than budgeted per Mason & Mason.

•

Asphalt and concrete costs have not increased in many years.
Therefore, Mason & Mason suggested and we accepted that
no long term inflation factor is required for those items.

•

Bio-Retention ponds are draining well

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

•

Dan will work with Mason & Mason to correct the report
showing the number of single-family homes and town homes
in our community.

•

David is no longer with FirstService. Maureen will provide
more information

•

The Reserve Study Plan, as corrected, was approved unanimously.

•

Pulte condos are no longer contracting with FirstService. The
Poa recently sent them a violation for not maintaining their
property. The violation was corrected in several days.

•

The Recreation Association will be having a meeting on may
20. Any questions concerning the pool will be addressed at

NEW BUSINESS
•

Jeff discussed letter that was mailed to residents for violations
of Architectural Review Board (ARB) standards. The letters

CALL TO ORDER
Jeff Weber called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM
Minutes - The minutes from the November 14, 2019 Board of directors meeting were approved as written.

Continued on Page 14
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that meeting.
•

The POA did not publish a newsletter in April due to lack of
content as a result of Covid-19. We will print an issue in July.

had some savings in the first quarter, largely due to savings in
snow removal expenditures.
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:35 PM
Meeting Adjourned 7:45 PM

FALLSGROVE
RECREATION ASSOCIATION

MANAGEMENT REPORT
•

•

David is no longer with FristService. Suzan was promoted to
Property Manager. FirstService is currently interviewing to fill
an Administrative Assistant position. Maureen will continue
to oversee Fallsgrove. These changes should bring our costs
back to where they were originally budgeted.
The pool will not open on May 26. A communication will be
sent our shortly. As of now there is no opening date. A Zoom
invite will be sent to the May 20 Recreation Association meeting.

•

The fitness center will probably be remained closed even longer. Equipment has to be 10 feet apart, which is problematic
given the space issues.

•

The tot lot will also be remained closed. The recreation Association will discuss the idea of blocking the back patio.

OPEN FORUM
No issues
BOARD ACTION ITEM LIST
All items were completed.
NEW BUSINESS
Draft Audit
•

Association received a clean audit again this year

•

Receivables are less than one percent, which is much lower
that the benchmark of three percent.

•

•

Board of Directors Meeting
May 20, 2020
SUMMARY OF ITEMS APPROVED
ELECTRONICALLY BETWEEN MEETINGS
On March 11, 2020, the board electronically unanimously approved– the High Sierra Pool contract to support pool management for summer 2020. The contract cost was $49,500 (which was
a reduction from the prior managing company).
CALL TO ORDER
President Barry Fayne on May 20, 2020 (via ZOOM), opened the
Board meeting at 7:05 pm.
ROLL CALL
Board members present: Barry Fayne, President, Nicholas DiFrancesco, Secretary, Herb Ezrin, Director, Andrea Creel, Director, Rachel Babiskin, Director. Others: There were 10 residents in attendance. Property Management Present: Maureen Leyva – Regional
Director – First Services, Suzan Rice – Property Manager
OPEN FORUM
•

The audit identified excess operating funds and recommended a transfer of anything in excess of 20 percent to reserves.
The board agreed to wait until the 2021 budget is developed
to make this decision

Several community members expressed concerned that the
gym and pool should remain closed due to coronavirus concerns.

•

Several community members expressed views in favor of reducing management costs associated with the Recreation Association.

The auditors recommended that gift cards for staff be funded
through payroll. Since on site staff are not our employees, the
Board does not feel this is necessary. FirstService will inform
auditors that the Board does not agree to process ho9liday gift
cards through payroll

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion - The prior minutes were approved from Feb 12 (Nick - Proposed, Herd - Seconded, all present approved) and March 2 (Herb
- Proposed, Andrea -Seconded, all present approved).

Landscaping Proposals
• The Board reviewed and approved two landscaping proposals from Brightview. The first is to remove a damaged tree
on Fallsgrove drive and fill in the area with sod ($3700. The
second proposal involved removal of multiple dead trees and
shrubs along Darnstown Road and planting replacements
where appropriate ($9,140). Suzan will notify Brightview to
schedule the work.
Financials
• Scott reported that the financials looked clean and we actually

OFFICER REPORTS
Andrea reported that unfortunately community activities planned
by the recreation Board will be cancelled this year. Hope to bring
activities back next year for the community.
NEW BUSINESS
Pool Committee
The recreation board received an order to close all pools until further notice. The pool committee met to discuss preliminary ideas
for how to reopen at the appropriate time. The committee has received significant information from first services to consider.
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The committee also reported the potential for a lack of lifeguards
due to visa and travel restrictions.

pool does not open costs would be limited costs to $19,800 to support summer inspection, maintenance, and winterization.

The recreation board received an addendum to modify the contract to support summer maintenance in light of the coronavirus.

CALL TO ORDER
President Barry Fayne on June 25, (via ZOOM) opened the special
board meeting at 7:05 pm regarding pool reopening.

FirstServices Residential Amenity Reopening Guidelines
FirstServices reported that guidelines have been developed for
reopening and are available for use and consideration at the appropriate time.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Pool side walk Repair
$1500 proposal for repair of the sidewalk in front of the pool entrance. Another bid is planned.
Hand sanitizer stations
Three Hand sanitizer stations have been order for the clubhouse
and pool.

ROLL CALL
Board members present: Barry Fayne, President, Mark Sheinkopf,
Vice President, Arash Taleghani, Treasurer, Nicholas DiFrancesco,
Secretary, Herb Ezrin, Director, Andrea Creel, Director, Rachel
Babiskin, Director. Others: there were 35 residents in attendance.
Property Management Present: Maureen Leyva – Regional Director – First Services, Suzan Rice – Property Manager
OPEN FORUM
•

Approximately 10 community members signed up to speak.
Below is a summary of the comments and questions:

•

Resident noted that the Rockville Swim Center had established
a lane reservation system. Additionally, commented that we
can all plan ahead and don’t need a bathroom

•

Resident noted that they enjoy the summer pool, understand
that it is different. Like to relax for a few hours – asked about
an adult time during a certain hours.

•

Resident expressed interest in lap lane use, and interest in the
survey data.

•

Resident express desire to open the pool and surprised a
meeting wasn’t planned earlier. Noted it was not a danger to
the community. Opening the pool provides a new safe place.

•

Resident emailed suggestions for which included additional
suggestions for pool attendee training to prevent gate crashers, having temperature checks.

NEW BUSINESS
Audit report
First services reviewed audit report – no issues were identify for
board resolution.
Pool Landscaping
Reviewed $500 proposal to plant flowers in pool deck planters.
Motion: All approve – motion to skip landscaping on pool planters
for this year (Mark proposed, Barry seconded, all approved)
MANAGERS REPORT
Prior Manager David Fischer is no longer with First Services. Suzan Rice has been promoted to Property Manager. A new hire is
expected soon.
NEXT MEETING DATE
The next Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday September 9,
2020 at 7:00pm.
CLOSING THE MEETING
At 7:50 the meeting closed (Herb approval, Andrea seconded) –
closed the meeting.

FALLSGROVE
RECREATION ASSOCIATION
Board of Directors Meeting
June 25, 2020
SUMMARY OF ITEMS APPROVED
ELECTRONICALLY BETWEEN MEETINGS
On June 5, 2020, the board electronically unanimously approved–
the High Sierra Pool addendum which modified the contract in response to pool closure from the coronavirus. In the event that the

POOL COMMITTEE REPORT
•

Recapped survey results – the majority of residents supported
opening the pool with appropriate controls.

•

Pool Rules Overview – pool can open with social distancing requirements following review of county and state regulations,
residents will need to complete a waivers, use a reservation,
and slots will modified to meet supply and demand.

•

Difficulties with opening – limited number of guards available,
some of the business risks associated with opening regarding
insurance and legal, woman’s shower needs to be repaired,
and pool lights need to be repaired or disconnected.

•

Pool Reopening Costs – pool reopening costs should be less
than the full summer cost due to reduced days. Costs to support a pool attendant and cleaning are added expenses for this
year as High Sierra will not lead these work activities for pool
operations.

MOTIONS
•

Motion 1 – Passed - for the Board to approve opening the community pool, condition on the final rules, insurance review,
and signing of contract final agreements (Approved - Nick Mo-

Continued on Page 16
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tioned, Andrea Seconded, Rachel, Barry, Arash, Herb)
(No - Mark)
•

Motion 2– Passed - for the Board to approve the
plumbing repair of the women’s bathroom shower
to support the pool inspection (Approved - Nick Motioned Herb Seconded All Approved)

•

Motion 3 – Passed -for the Board to approve High Sierra Pools to Begin Operating Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday - no later than July 9th from 10am to 8pm with
2 lifeguards (at the cost $1260 per week) (Approved Nick Motioned Herb Seconded, Andrea, Rachel, Barry,
Arash) (No - mark)

•

Motion 4– Passed - for the Board to approve the High
Sierra Pools COVID-19 Addenda the authorizes an effective addenda the meets the requirements of our
attorney and insurance company (Motioned Herb Seconded Nick, Barry, Andrea, Rachel, Arash) (No - Mark)

•

Motion 5 – Passed -for the Board to approve Planned
Lifestyle Services to provide a pool attendant Friday,
Saturday, and Sunday from 10am to 8pm - consistent with the Pool Opening. The attendant will have
responsibilities to manage pool reservation check-in
and cleaning of frequency touched surfaces required
by state and county guidelines (at a cost not to exceed
$780 per week) (Approve - Nick Motioned, Andrea
Seconded, Rachel, Herb, Barry, Arash) (No - Mark).

•

Motion 6 – Passed -for the Board to approve the draft
rules with the following high-level guidelines for the
pool committee to incorporate: (Approve - Herb Motioned Nick Seconded, Rachel, Andrea, Barry, Arash)
(No- Mark)
•

Comply with State and county guidelines

•

Open the pool with 3 lap lanes (1 person) and 3
household groups (maximum of 5 per group) in
the remaining area - starting at 50 min window

•

Non-swimmer entry - upto 2 hrs - limited to 3
household groups (maximum of 3 per group) subject to social distancing

•

Removal of most pool area furniture

•

Require a reservation system to support equality in access and to manage social distancing

•

No guest - exception is for caregivers within a
household

NEXT MEETING DATE
The next Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday September 9, 2020 at 7:00pm.
CLOSING THE MEETING
At 8:20 the meeting closed
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GRAND REOPENING, AUGUST 3RD!

GRAND REOPENING SPECIALS *
3-Month Membership | $199/mo.

6-Month Membership + Promo Bag | $189/mo.

5-Class Pack | $119/mo.

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

• Regularly priced $140 (Save $21)
• Expires in 30 days
• Unlimited yoga, barre & cycle

Regularly priced $249/mth (Save $150)
Unlimited yoga, barre & cycle
Two guest passes per month
10% off retail and wellness services

Regularly priced $229/mth (Save $240)
Unlimited yoga, barre & cycle
Two guest passes per month
Advanced booking
10% off retail and wellness services

* Offers end 4 weeks after the date of reopening, check bit.ly/senzpricing for expiration date once we open. More at senz.life.

Sandra Nesbit
Your Neighbor and Neighborhood Realtor
c 301.502.5555 e snesbit@greystonerealty.net

z Fallsgrove resident for 18 years
z Director of the Fallsgrove Recreation Association for over 8 years
z Extensive knowledge and experience of the Fallsgrove
community, multiple associations and their governing documents
z A Proven Track Record - $135 Million + In Sales

Client service and commitment are my passions.
If you’re thinking about selling, call me today!

p

301.244.4705

a

3833 Farragut Ave, Kensington, MD 20895

w

greystonerealty.net

18 • INSIDE FALLSGROVE

WORD FIND

7/19/2020

Word Search Puzzle

Celebrate National Dog Day on August 26

Find your favorite breed below or consider rescuing a mix breed
through one of Montgomery County's many rescue organizations
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AKITA

BEAGLE

BULLDOG

CHINOOK

CORGI

Akita
DALMATION

HUSKY

MASTIFF

PINSCHER
POODLE
SAMOYED
SPANIEL

Bulldog
POINTER
PYRENEES

Corgi
SHEEPDOG
TERRIER

Husky

BOXER

Beagle
Chinook
Dalmation
Mastiff

COLLIE
GREYHOUND

Boxer

NEWFOUNDLAND
POMERANIAN

Collie

RETRIEVER
SHEPARD

Greyhound

WEIMARANER

Newfoundland

Pinscher
Pointer
Pomeranian
Created
by Puzzlemaker
at DiscoveryEducation.com
Poodle

Pyrenees

Retreiver

Samoyed

Sheepdog

Shepard

Spaniel

Terrier

Weimaraner
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INSIDE
FALLSGROVE
400 Casey Lane • Rockville MD 20850
240-453-0150

ADVERTISEMENT INFORMATION
Inside Fallsgrove is published quarterly - in January, April, July and October.
The next issue of Inside Fallsgrove is the October 2020 issue. It will come out
the beginning of November, and the deadline for advertisement submission
is October 5, 2020.
We reserve the right to refuse ads and to change our minimum ad allowance.
Payment must accompany ads. We do not bill for advertisements, and our
advertising is non-commissionable.

Manager
Tanya Slesinger Sheres

Copy Editors
Jeff Weber
Suzan Rice

Design & Layout

Payable to:

Fallsgrove Property Owners Association, Inc.

Send to: 	

Fallsgrove Property Owners Association, Inc
Attention: On-Site Manager
400 Casey Lane
Rockville, Maryland 20850
(Payment must accompany ads at time of submission)

Tanya Slesinger Sheres

Ads must be sent as digital files in one of the following formats:

Inside Fallsgrove is an independent bi-monthly

TIFF – 300 dpi		
JPEG – 300 dpi		
EPS files		

Adobe Illustrator
Adobe Photoshop
Adobe PDF

newspaper providing news and information
for the community of Fallsgrove in Rockville,
Maryland. Inside Fallsgrove is published by the
Property Owners Association. It is not to be
mistaken for materials published by individual

Digital files should be sent to Tanya Slesinger Sheres via email at
tslesinger@fallsgrove.net (but won’t be processed until we receive your check).
Payment shall be mailed to the On-Site Manager’s attention at the above
mailing address.

constituent Home Owner’s Associations. The

Please note advertising pricing for the 2020 season:

POA is responsible for the form, content and

Business cards size
(3.5” x 2”)		
$40
Quarter page size
(3.75” x 5”)		
$115
Half page size 		
(8.5” x 5”)		
$225
Full page size		
(8.5” x 11”)		
$425
Full page, back cover
(8.5” x 11”)		
$1500
Classified					FREE
Announcements				FREE

policies of the newspaper. Inside Fallsgrove
does not espouse any political belief or endorse
any product or service. Articles submitted for
publication may be edited for length or content.
Inside Fallsgrove is not responsible for any claims
made by advertisers.

Purchasing ad space for a full year (4 issues) – 10% discount.
Inside Fallsgrove also extends a 10% discount to all non-profit advertisers.

FCR/
Recycled
logo

For more information, please contact Tanya Slesinger Sheres via email at
tslesinger@fallsgrove.net.

IMPORTANT LOCAL NUMBERS
City of Rockville  . . . . . . . . .  240-314-5000
Public Works
(water, sewer, street)  . . . . .  240-314-8567
Waste Transfer. Station.  . . .  301-840-2370
Rockville Police
• Emergency  . . . . . . . . . . . .  301-340-7300

• Non-Emergency  . . . . . . . .  240-314-8900
Rockville Recreation
• Information . . . . . . . . . . . . 240-314-5023
• Sports . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  240-314-5055
• Special Events . . . . . . . . . .  240-314-5022
COMCAST  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  301-424-4400

Verizon Repair . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-275-2355
Recycling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  240-314-8568
PEPCO Outages  . . . . . . . . . .  877-737-2662
Motor Vehicle Admin . . . . . .  800-950-1682
MD Poison Center . . . . . . . .  800-222-1222

Food, Friends, Fallsgrove
Find all the ingredients you need for the perfect get-together when you
visit Fallsgrove Village Center. Choose from a variety of delicious foods,
yummy deserts and much more, all together in one convenient place.

FEATURING THESE STORES AND MORE

®

For a complete directory and to view deals, visit our website.

Fallsgrove Village Center | 14933 Shady Grove Road | Rockville, Maryland 20850 | FallsgroveVillageCtr.com

