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President’s
Message
The Fallsgrove Property Owners Association (POA) held its
annual meeting on Monday, March 15. The Property Owners Association recently installed two new board members
to serve three year terms. Clara Peone will represent Post
Fallsgrove and Camden apartments and Amir Moghaddam
will be the representative from the Fallsgrove Homeowners
Association to serve three-year terms.
After their appointments, the Board elected officers for the
coming year. They are:
•
•
•
•
•

President – Jeff Weber
Vice President – Len Shapiro
Treasurer – Stephanie Vaughn
Secretary – Clara Peone
At-large – Amir Moghaddam

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the outgoing
Vice-President of the POA, Steve Nesbit for his many years
of service. Steve was the President of the POA from its inception until 2016 when he became Vice-President. He has
also served as Vice-President of the Fallsgrove Homeowners Association. If you see Steve around the neighborhood,
be sure to thank him for his service.

See Page 8
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

The Fallsgrove
Community is looking
for Volunteers to
organize and run the
Yalley Sale.
No volunteers,
no Yalley Sale.
Please support these
important community events.

If you are interested in
Volunteering, please email
Suzan at the
Management Office at:
Assistantmanager@
fallsgrove.net

Stephanie Vaughn reported at the meeting that Melt and
Kidville will be closing. Melt will be replaced by a Vegan
restaurant coming soon. Lerner is currently in discussions
to lease the Kidville space to a new tenant. Additional
information from our Board meeting can be found in the
minutes printed on page 17 of the newsletter.

APRIL WAS DISTRACTED
DRIVING AWARENESS MONTH
Distracted driving is fast becoming one of
the country's biggest health concerns.
Learn how to be safe and what Maryland
fines are if you are pulled over on Page 6.

Continued on Page 3
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THOMAS FARM COMMUNITY CENTER
Spring and Summer Activities for the Entire Family

Thomas Farm Community Center is the happening place for Rockville City classes and community activities this spring and summer.
ROYAL TEA PARTY
• Saturday, May 12 | 2 pm – 4 pm
• Pre-registration fee is $14 for City Residents and
$16 for nonresidents.
• Course # 4857
Princesses ages 2 and older and their royal family are invited to celebrate Mother’s Day at our annual royal tea party event. Dress in your
fanciest princess attire. Royal games and activities will fill the afternoon. Children must come to the party with any adult family member
or friend. Fee applies to each person attending.
AROUND THE WORLD SUMMER CAMP
• July 9-13, 9 am-3 pm and July 16-20, 9 am-3 pm
• Register for course #4085, Week 1 course #4086
Week 2 cost $225R/$250NR
Travel on adventures that take you to a different country each day.
Campers learn about the foods, art, dance, geography, music, customs and landmarks of specific countries through games, crafts,
cooking projects, dance and creative dramatics.

Schedule of Drop-in Programs
for the Gymnasium:
•

Tiny Tots, Tuesdays, 10:00 am – Noon for
adults and children 4 years and under

•

Full Court Basketball every Monday and
Thursday, 7:00-9:30 pm

•

Badminton every Sunday, 3-6 pm,
Tuesday, 7:00-9:30 pm and Friday, 11:15
am – 1:15 pm for all ages.

•

Pickle ball every Wednesday and
Thursday, 10:00 am – Noon for all ages.

•

Volleyball every Wednesday, 7:15-9:15
pm for 15 years and older.

•

Senior Basketball every Monday and
Friday, 9:00 am – 11:00 am for 50 years
and older.

•

Full court basketball for teens every
Monday and Wednesday, 3:30 pm–4:30 pm

ALSO....
AMUSEMENT PARK TICKETS ON SALE at discounted prices for
Busch Gardens, Kings Dominion, Water Country, Hershey Park, Six
Flags America, Six Flags Great Adventure, Dutch Wonderland, and
Dorney Park, Diggerland USA, Sahara Sam’s Oasis and Sesame Place.
GAZEBO RENTALS: Reservations can be made to rent the Gazebo in
Fallsgrove Park through October 15 for City of Rockville residents for
private parties for a maximum of 30 people. Cost is $130 for 5 hours.
- Martha Coester, Supervisor
Thomas Farm Community Center
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from Front Page
I’m glad to see we get additional registrants on the website every
week. For those that have not registered yet, you will find valuable information about the community and the surrounding areas.
You should find the "How Do I" section particularly helpful. This
is where you can get many of your questions answered without
having to visit or call the clubhouse. You can even report an issue
using the Request Tracker module. The request is automatically
forwarded to management and you will receive a confirmation
when it’s submitted.
The process has started to implement a mobile app for both Apple
and Android devices. Look for an announcement in the near future.
For the second year in a row we made it through the winter with
very little measurable snow. March was colder than usual, but
with that behind us now, everyone can focus on sprucing up their
homes for the spring and summer months. Check your flower beds
and replace any dead shrubs and make sure your homes do not
have peeling paint. We want our community to look its best.
- Jeff Weber, President
Fallsgrove Property Owners Association

Fallsgrove Real Estate Specialists

301.775.4196

left to right:
Leslie Fitzpatrick,
Lori Silverman, Ying
Chen, Lyn Moritt,
Jamie Baraff, Margie
Halem (center),
Harrison Halem,
Amy Gordon, Emily
Moritt, Ashley Townsend,
Lisa Frazier

Licensed in MD,
DC & VA

Voted one of the
area’s Best Realtors®
in Bethesda &
Washingtonian
Magazine

Named in the Wall
Street Journal as one
of America’s Best
Real Estate Agents

MargieHalem@longandfoster.com|www.MargieHalemGroup.com
Bethesda Gateway Office|Long & Foster Real Estate|301.907.7600
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RANDOM ACTS OF
KINDNESS
The following Random Act of Kindness was
shared by Judi Goozh.
We live in a townhouse with six steps leading up
to the front door. Although it is not a big deal, we
have to go down the steps in the morning to get

SEASONAL SPRING RECIPE

TOAST WITH
LEMONY PEA HASH
INGREDIENTS
•
•
•
•
•

the two newspapers we have delivered.

•
•

One month ago, we were surprised when we

•
•

opened the door to find both of our papers on our
doorstep. Each morning after that day, we continued to be pleased to find the papers.

•
•

DIRECTIONS
•

Combine garlic, parsley, 1 tablespoon oil, a pinch
of salt, and 1/2 cup water in a small saucepan.
Add peas and cook over medium heat, stirring occasionally, until peas are tender, about 5 minutes
for fresh peas, about 2 minutes for frozen. Drain,
reserving cooking liquid.

•

Transfer pea mixture to a food processor; pulse
until a coarse paste forms. Transfer to a medium
bowl; mix in chives, 1/2 tablespoon preserved
lemon peel, 1 tablespoon lemon juice, 1/4 tsp.
Aleppo pepper, and 2 tablespoons oil. Stir in
reserved cooking liquid by tablespoonfuls until
mixture is still thick but spreadable. Season pea
mash with salt, black pepper, and more lemon
juice, if desired.

•

Drizzle toast with oil; top with pea mash, sprinkle
with remaining 1/2 tablespoon preserved lemon
peel and more Aleppo pepper, and drizzle with
more oil.

We always looked around to see if we could identify our benefactor.
This lasted for about two months until one cold
morning we realized the papers were not on our
stoop.
We wish we could thank the lovely person who,
magically, surprised us and helped us appreciate
this random act of kindness.

Send your anecdote to:
Sue Jeweler at sjlj@comcast.net

1 garlic clove, quartered
1/4 cup fresh flat-leaf parsley leaves
3 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil, divided,
plus more for toast
Kosher salt
2 cups shelled fresh peas (from about 2 pounds
pods) or frozen peas, thawed
2 tablespoons chopped fresh chives
1 tablespoon finely chopped preserved lemon
peel (from 1/2 preserved lemon), divided
1 tablespoon (or more) fresh lemon juice
1/4 teaspoon Aleppo pepper or crushed red
pepper flakes plus more for serving
Freshly ground black pepper
12 slices country-style bread or ciabatta, toasted

- Bon Appetit
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QUESIONS TO ASK

When Choosing a Preschool
Yes, it’s only April, but parents of preschoolers are already thinking about September. Registration is now open for many area
preschools, which means it’s time to decide where to send your son or daughter to school in the fall.

How big is the class, and what is the teacher-student ratio?
Not only should there be adequate supervision in a classroom,
but it is also important that a teacher can provide time for
both group and individual attention.
How do teachers help the children resolve conflicts? A child’s
social and emotional development should be at the forefront
of all quality preschool programs.

Preschool offers families the opportunity for a deep and meaningful shared early childhood experience. It is where children
explore, play, learn, and build confidence, and where they
start discovering that they are capable and competent. While
preparing for this new chapter in your child’s life and exciting
time, the process of choosing a preschool program can also be
intimidating. How will you know which one is the right fit for
your child and your family?

How does the school accommodate students with special
needs or learning differences? You want to determine how
willing the school will be in working with you to best meet
your child’s needs and what types of support they can provide.
How does the school communicate with parents? Communication is indicative of the importance that the school places
on the parents-teacher team. How will you receive updates
about your child and school happenings? What types of family
programming are available? Can parents get involved in school
activities? Are you welcome to drop in or visit the classroom
at any time?

Open houses are a great way to learn about a school and
to meet current parents. You can also schedule a time for a
private tour and a meeting with the director. During your visit,
note how you feel when you enter the school. Is the school
warm and inviting? Is there an atmosphere of excitement and
activity? Are teachers engaging with the children? What kind
of work is hanging on the walls? Most importantly, what is
your gut reaction?

Along those lines, you may also ask the director for references
to hear perspectives from other parents and gain additional
insights on the program.

When meeting with the preschool director, come prepared to
ask questions. The ones outlined below can help you make
an informed decision, but you may have specific questions
related to your own personal circumstances to ask as well.

- Sharon Sherry, Michal Berkson, and Ellen Levi

What is the school’s educational philosophy? A school’s
philosophy can guide the way the day is structured and shape
the curriculum, so familiarize yourself with a few of the more
common early childhood educational philosophies, such as
play-based, Reggio Emilia, Constructivist, and Montessori,
before your visit.
What does a typical day look like? A quality preschool will
provide many varied opportunities for cognitive, gross
motor, fine motor, social-emotional, and spiritual growth for
your child.

Choosing a school where your child will learn, grow, and thrive
can be both exciting and overwhelming. Doing due diligence
and asking the right questions can help you make the most
informed decision for your child.

ABOUT JSSA
For more than 120 years, the Jewish Social Service Agency
(JSSA) has been helping individuals and families across the
Washington metro area meet emotional, social, and physical
challenges. JSSA provides services and support to more than
30,000 individuals and families annually through a wide range
of counseling, educational, special needs services, in-home
support, hospice and nursing care, and social services. Visit
JSSA.org for more information.
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FALLSGROVE NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
Distracting Driving Safety Tips, Avoid Texting While Driving

There is a growing awareness of the dangers of texting while driving and other distractions, but that has not
done much to dissuade drivers from indulging. Everyone seems to know it’s dangerous, but few people seem
to think it’s dangerous when they do it.
So what is distracted driving?
Distracted driving is any activity that diverts attention from
driving, including talking or texting on your phone, eating
and drinking, talking to people in your vehicle, fiddling with
the stereo, entertainment or navigation system—anything
that takes your attention away from the task of safe driving.
Texting is the most alarming distraction. Sending or reading
a text takes your eyes off the road for 5 seconds. At 55 mph,
that’s like driving the length of an entire football field with
your eyes closed.
You cannot drive safely unless the task of driving has your full
attention. Any non-driving activity you engage in is a potential distraction and increases your risk of crashing. Below are
some tips to help you avoid texting while driving and to keep
you on the safe side of some frightening statistics:
•

Make a habit of thinking about what calls or texts
you need to send before you begin your trip. Before
you start the car, take a moment to think about what
information you might need during the trip. For instance, program your GPS at the outset, rather than
fiddling with it during the drive. Make that call to ask
your mom a question before you’re on the road. Text
your friend that vital piece of gossip, then put away
the phone.

•

Select a friend to be your designated texter while
you’re behind the wheel. The idea of a designated
driver has caught on for drunk driving, and choosing
a substitute can be just as useful for distracted driving.

•

Stow your phone somewhere you can’t peek at it.
Try putting it in the glove compartment (lock it if you
must) or inside a purse in the back seat and silence
notifications that tempt you to check your phone.

•

Investigate apps that will help boost your willpower.
There are several types of apps on the market, some

of them free, that allow you to block incoming messages or send automatic responses to let your friends
know you’re driving.
•

Practice patience. Consider whether it’s worth risking your safety—and that of others in your car and on
the road—to read a text while driving. Then wait until
you’ve reached your destination.

•

Make a promise. If you are a person of your word,
consider signing the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration’s pledge against distracted driving. Picturing your name on the pledge could help you keep
your thumbs off the phone.

•

Pull over somewhere safe If you absolutely cannot
wait. If you are driving on a road with safe places to
pull over, use them to stop and text.

Lawmakers are taking notice of the seriousness and prevalence of texting while driving, and the law is starting to
catch up with the risks of new technology. The State of
Maryland, as discussed more at right, is pursuing drivers
that show signs of distracted driving.

DID YOU KNOW?
In the Maryland, drivers are only allowed to use
their phone while driving to accept or decline
incoming calls. The fine for distracted driving is
$83 for a first offense, $140 for a second offense,
and $180 for a third offense.
3,477 people died and another 391,000 were injured in motor vehicle crashes caused by drivers
who were distracted.
Even though 97% of people agree that texting or
email messaging while driving is dangerous, 43% of
them still do it.
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LOOK UP OR PAY UP:

Montgomery Co. cracking down on distracted drivers
Distracted drivers are always on the radar of police issuing tickets, but extra patrols and officers working overtime are cracking down in Montgomery County as part of the “Vision Zero”
initiative.

Speaking passionately about the pervasiveness of distracted
driving, Didone said that in addition to stepped-up resources
being devoted to distracted drivers this month, officers are being encouraged to conduct enforcement whenever they can.

Communities nationwide have adopted Vision Zero goals to
prevent drivers, walkers and cyclists from dying in traffic crashes.

“But the way we’re going to solve this problem is not through
enforcement,” Didone said. “It’s through voluntary compliance
and getting this message out to people: Everybody is doing it,
and everybody needs to stop doing it.”

“Distracted driving and distracted walking are two of the leading causes of crashes in Montgomery County. Today, we are
reminding drivers and pedestrians of the need to stay alert to
stay alive,” County Executive Ike Leggett said.
Leggett joined other community leaders in April to announce
the “Stay Alert, Stay Alive” campaign, which is part of the
county’s Vision Zero plan.
“Every time we pull somebody over they tell us, ‘Can you give
me a warning?’ And the answer is going to be ‘no,’” said Montgomery County police Capt. Tom Didone. “We want you to get
home safe every day, so this is your warning.”

Over the last five years, five teenagers have been killed by vehicles, and at least 292 teen pedestrians have been hit by cars
in Montgomery County, officials said. The importance of staying alert while driving and walking is part of the health education curriculum for children from preschool to high school in
Montgomery County Public Schools.
Engineering solutions are also being pursued including separating walkers and cyclists from traffic, narrowing traffic lanes,
and installing roundabouts and speed bumps. Reducing speed
saves lives.
- WTOP
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GET TO KNOW
ROCKVILLE:
Enroll in the City Academy
Rockville City Academy is a highly interactive and life-enriching six-session course that provides opportunities for Rockville residents to learn from those who lead city departments about how the City of Rockville operates. Community
members will have the opportunity to learn from highly qualified professionals about their roles in the city and how
to become a leader in the community through staff briefings and tours. The program will answer questions about city
government and help community members develop skills necessary to get involved in their community. Register to
discover why this is the best city to Live in Maryland.
Rockville City Academy works toward this goal by:
•
•
•
•
•

Creating resident awareness of, and access to, community resources.
Demystifying local government.
Humanizing public service.
Providing networking opportunities among residents, neighborhoods and city officials and staff.
Cultivating new civic leaders.

How Individuals Benefit:
•
•
•
•

Equips them to create positive changes in their communities, with a greater understanding of the unique forces
that make up the city.
Allows them to examine their understanding of the city, its values and the tools available to them.
Builds trust, rapport and networks among people with different views and gives opportunities to network with
city staff and officials.
Develops close and lasting friendships between leaders in the community.

Requirements:
Rockville City Academy is open to participants 16 years old and older who are curious about the dynamics of their
community and who enjoy hands-on learning and having fun. Class size is limited to 30 people. Participants must be
able to attend most classes.
The program will be held at City Hall, 111 Maryland Ave.
Find full session dates and times, and register, at
www.rockvillemd.gov/academy. Spaces are limited.
For more information, contact Hjarman Cordero
at hcordero@rockvillemd.gov or 240-314-8344.
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FALLSGROVE REAL ESTATE SALE LISTINGS
Listings and sales as of April 11, 2018. Obtained Through MRIS.

All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Information courtesy of Margie Halem, Realtor.

Days on
Market

Beds/Baths

Property
Type

-

28

4/7

Detached

$1,100,000

-

20

3/3

Detached

Active

$1,060,000

-

5

5/5

Detached

108 JAY DR, ROCKVILLE

Sold

$1,050,000

$1,050,000

2

5/4

Detached

210 LONG TRAIL TER

Sold

$959,000

$930,000

195

4/5

Detached

901 OAK KNOLL TER

Contract

$952,800

-

26

4/4

Detached

332 OAK KNOLL DR

Sold

$940,000

$920,000

27

5/5

Detached

104 JERSEY LN

Contract

$924,900

-

41

5/5

Detached

111 JAY DR

Active

$725,000

-

62

5/5

Townhouse

303 CASEY LN

Active

$725,000

-

159

5/5

Townhouse

413 OAK KNOLL TER

Contract

$718,000

-

24

3/4

Townhouse

109 JAY DR, ROCKVILLE

Sold

$717,000

$717,000

3

4/4

Townhouse

506 CASEY LN

Sold

$597,000

$589,000

35

4/4

Townhouse

701 FALLSGROVE DR #405

Contract

$575,000

-

9

3/2

Condo

9405 BLACKWELL RD #103

Active

$405,000

-

63

2/2

Condo

341 PRETTYMAN DR #22

Sold

$389,900

$389,900

162

2/3

Condo

309 FALLSGROVE DR #61

Sold

$375,000

$363,000

57

2/3

Condo

317 FALLSGROVE DR #71

Contract

$349,000

-

23

2/3

Condo

Address

Status

List Price

Sold Price

104 JAY DR

Active

$1,350,000

303 OAK KNOLL DR

Active

334 OAK KNOLL DR
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THE GROVE GARDENER
by Arthur Goldberg courtesy of “Better Homes & Garden”
Space compromised? Vegetable garden may be too much to deal with? Why not try using containers for a
more modest attempt at home salad supplies. Here are some colorful suggestions:
Add Color with Containers: Boost your garden’s color
quotient by using bright pots. These glazed containers in cheery shades of blue, orange, and yellow
instantly add interest to a display of purple basil, Hungarian
Wax pepper, tomato, parsley, and golden oregano.

Grow Edible Flowers: Add color and cheer to your
containers -- as well as salads, dishes, and desserts -by growing edible flowers. Note how calendula and
signet marigolds brighten a planting of Swiss chard, cabbage,
basil, and tomatoes.

Grow Up: Grow your vegetables in hanging baskets if
ground space is scarce. Compact or “bush” varieties
are best, though many herbs are also perfect picks for
baskets. This pairing of tomato and basil, for example, creates
a delicious and attractive display.

More on Texture: Grasses seem to go with everything.
Get the look in your vegetable garden by incorporating onions and chives. They offer a great contrast to
the cucumbers, tomatoes, and peppers shown here. And happily, their flavors are a perfect fit, too! Test Garden Tip: Lemongrass is another great pick for adding a grassy texture.

1

2

Be Creative: Give your plantings personality and save
money by using recycled containers. Here, old wine
crates provide a perfect home for small varieties, including lettuce, Thumbelina carrots, ever bearing strawberries
and signet marigolds.
t Select containers of different sizes and create a grouping to
offer additional interest. These four containers filled with cucumber, tomato, pepper, basil, thyme, and parsley add lots of
visual appeal to a landscape.

3

Incorporate Colorful Varieties: Use vegetables with
attractive foliage, flowers, or fruits in your favorite
planters. Here, red-stemmed Swiss chard, glowing
Lemon Gem marigolds and a hot pepper add great color and
texture to a container.

4

Make an Herbal Window Box: Let great scents waft in
your home each time you open a window by growing
herbs in your window boxes. This lovely example incorporates variegated sage, variegated thyme, Italian parsley,
and sweet alyssum.

5

6

7

Enjoy Climbers: A scrambling cucumber is the star
of this container creation. With its big leaves, bright
flowers, and yummy fruits it’s a natural showstopper
-- especially when paired with an upright plant such as rosemary. Test Garden Tip: Make harvest easy by letting cucumbers grow along the railing of your deck or patio.

8

Provide Support: You can also give vines such as cucumber, beans, or peas an upright support such as
this obelisk. By letting vines grow up, there’s space in
the container to grow trailing plants such as nasturtium and
fillers such as kale, signet marigolds, and eggplant.

9

Try Succession Planting: Gardeners get more produce
from a small space by using a technique called succession planting. It means you replace varieties once
they’re done bearing with something else. For example, the
lettuce in this container will fade in summer, allowing you to
grow eggplant, pepper, or another heat-loving variety with
lovely lemon verbena.

10

As you can see, there are a number of ways you can have your salad and eat it too.
So, I’m ready to start with a container and see where it leads me.
Have a tasteful and healthy summer.
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COMMUNITY
ANNOUNCEMENTS

1

2

6

3

7

4

8

5

10

9

• VOLUNTEERS NEEDED •
Volunteers are needed to
support the Annual Fallsgrove Community Yard Sale.
These events are not possible without the contributions of volunteer time and
at are risk of cancellation
if addtional support is not
found. Please contact Suzan
Rice if you are interesting in
volunteering.
• LERNER SHOPPING CARTS •
Please do NOT remove shopping carts from the Lerner
Shopping Center, several
shopping carts have been
found throughout the community. We do NOT have a
maintenance person on staff
that can gather up the carts
and take them back to the
shopping center. If you do
happen to use a cart, please
return it to the shopping
center immediately.
• PICK UP AFTER YOUR PET •
Remember to pick-up after
your pets. There are several
Doggie Stations throughout
the community that contain
pet waste bags and trash
cans. If you do not pick-up
after your pets, you may be
fined by the City of Rockville.
Plus leaving dog waste attracts vermin.
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Checkout your Fallsgrove
neighbor walking a rope!

Coldwell Banker

®

Connects with More Buyers
To sell your home quickly and for the highest price, we showcase it to the widest possible
audience. Coldwell Banker reaches more buyers with unrivaled exposure on up to 900
high-traffic websites, plus an exclusive program that connects interested buyers online
directly with your agent.
®

Give your home the right connections. Contact me today.

Kelly Vezzi, Branch Vice President
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage | North Potomac/Rockville Office | 301.921.1040
Fallsgrove Village Office Center | 14955 Shady Grove Road, Suite 170 | Rockville, MD 20850

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed
13221MA_2/17
to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.
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2018 BOARD
MEETING DATES

The Family Hearing Center

FALLSGROVE POA (MASTER):
Thursday, May 10
Thursday, September 6
Thursday, November 8
FALLSGROVE RECREATION ASSOCIATION:
Wednsday, May 16
Wednesday, September 5
Wednesday, November 7 (Annual)
HOMES AT FALLSGROVE OWNERS ASSOCIATION:
Monday, May 7
Monday, September 17

PREMIER HEARING HEALTHCARE IN
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
EVERY AGE
HEARING EVALUATIONS
HEARING AID SERVICES

FALL FREE HEARING HEALTH PACKAGE

Get a $10 Amazon Card just for making an appointment!
FREE HEARING CONSULTATION/SCREENING
FREE EAR CANAL EXAMINATION
FREE TRIAL OF HEARING TECHNOLOGY (TRY A
HEARING AID FREE FOR 30 DAYS, RETURN IT IF
YOU DON'T LIKE IT)
2092 GAITHER RD, STE 100
OPEN
M
O
N-FRID
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850
9-5
PHONE: 301.738.1415

Monday, November 5
FALLSGROVE HOWEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
Wednesday, June 6
Wednesday, September 12
Wednesday, November 14 (Annual)

Are you concerned about your
child's development?

FALLSGROVE CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION:
Tuesday, June 26
Tuesday, September 25
Tuesday, November 18
Tuesday, December 4 (Annual)
Tuesday, December 18 (Reconvened Annual if needed)

All meetings are held in the
Fallsgrove Clubhouse at 7:00 pm

TLC's Tutors & Coaches can help
ONE-TO-ONE TUTORING FOR ALL AGES AND ABILITIES
MATH, READING, WRITING, SPELLING, STUDY SKILLS,
REMEDIAL INSTRUCTION, ENRICHMENT, HOMEWORK
SUPPORT
QUALIFIED TUTORS WITH SPECIALIZED TRAINING
2092 Gaither Rd, Suite 100
Rockville, MD 20850
301.424.5200 www.ttlc.org
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FALLSGROVE HOME OWNERS
ASSOCIATION

Officer Reports: None
Unfinished Business:
•

2018 draft budget was unanimously approved

•

RFP for renovation of building exteriors was discussed.
Proposals were received from 3 contractors. However,
they were non-comparable for items such as number of
doors to be painted and repairs to be performed. Board
will review and revise the RFP to provide more specific deliverables.

All board members present.

•

Jeff Weber, President POA and Homes at Fallsgrove
Mark Walker and Suzan Rice, FirstService Residential

Hiring a new arborist for landscaping was discussed. No
conclusion was reached.

•

David is in talks with Verizon regarding FIOS installation.
It is estimated that it will take approximately one year before Verizon begins installation.

•

BrightView 2017 snow removal contract was unanimously
approved.

•

G&G towing settlement was discussed. David will check
with our insurance company regarding potential setttement. Maryland law requires authorization from condo
before towing. David is looking into hiring a new towing
company.

Board of Directors Meeting
September 13, 2017
Call to order: 7:04 pm

No minutes from last meeting
Jeff Weber provided an overview of the new community website from Civicplus. He informed the board that the site is projected to go live in November.
2018 Budget:
Daryl moved to approve the draft budget. Passed unanimously
.
Paving of the cul-de-sac:
• City of Rockville paved 2 pipestems. The board discussed
options for addressing the funding of the pipestems.
• Daryl moved to hold contribution from owners on 100104 and 300-304 pipestems for 2018.

New Business:
•

2018 Board Meeting Calendar was unanimously approved. 2018 meetings will be held on: Tuesday February
Ztl??, Tuesday April 17, Tuesday June 26, Tuesday September 18.

•

Tuesday November 13, and Tuesday December 18. The
annual meeting will be held on Tuesday December 4.

•

Board reviewed requirements for dryer vent cleaning
and HVAC maintenance. Dryer vent cleaning is important
for fire prevention and HVAC maintenance is important
to prevent condensation resulting in leaks. All residents
shall be required to have their dryer vents professionally
cleaned every two years and to have their HVAC units serviced each year by companies of their choice. David will
provide information on how to report servicing.

Board of Directors Meeting
February 20, 2018

•

The unit lease addendum was discussed. Further discussion is planned regarding responsibilities of non-resident
owners and renters. Once the addendum is approved a
copy will be circulated to owners.

Board Members Present: Rosalind Breslow, Debra Lieberman,
Susan Sanders, Jola Daab
First Service Management Present: David Fischer

•

Sewer line blockage at two units on Prettyman Drive was
discussed. A claim that was filed with our insurance company, Nationwide, brought the Association to its claim
limit.

Call to Order / Verification of Quorum: 7:00 PM

•

Management has contacted Magnolia Plumbing to submit
a proposal to inspect clean-outs throughout the entire
property to prevent future blockages to the extent possible.

•

Two contracts were unanimously approved by the Board:
Trash removal (Potomac Disposal), and addition of a
time cleaning person (District Clean). The Trash contract

Approved investment of $100,000 in I-year CD or high interest
savings.

FALLSGROVE CONDOMINIUM
ASSOCIATION

Open Forum: No residents present
Review and Approval of Minutes
Draft minutes from the September 19, 2017 Board of Directors
meeting were unanimously approved.
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HOMES AT FALLSGROVE

specifies collection 6 days per week (Monday through
Saturday). It further specifies that service will occur late
on Saturday and early on Monday. This is an attempt
to reduce the volume of weekend trash in our sheds.
Management report: FirstService Financial report was reviewed.
Meeting adjourned: 8 PM

FALLSGROVE RECREATION
ASSOCIATION
Board of Directors Meeting
November 29, 2017

Board of Directors Meeting
March 12, 2018
Board Meeting was called to Order: at 7:01 PM
Attendees: President Jeff Weber, Vice President Arthur Goldberg, Director Dan Spafford via telecom, Secretary Barry Raff,
ARB Chairperson Marsha Schwartz, First Service Residential
Site Manager David Fischer, Several homeowners were also in
attendance.
Review and Approval of Previous Minutes:
The November 6, 2017 Board minutes were approved with
one correction; a typo on page 2: the word “he” was removed
to read “Shelly will respond”.
Open Forum:

Board Members Present: Barry Fayne, President Alison Piotas, Vice President, Mark Sheinkopf, Director, Herb Ezrin, Director, Susan Sanders, Director

•

A resident inquired whether or not solar panels are allowed on Fallsgrove homes. Jeff and Marsha responded
that solar panels are allowed, but the residents are required to submit an ARB request with attached drawings
and to inform adjacent neighbors of the installation.

•

A resident asked why the HOA website does not include
a message board capability, which the resident thought
would provide a beneficial community forum. Jeff responded that he is considering a link to the “Next Door”
website to enable the desired messaging functionality.
Jeff promised to send a link to the resident in the near
future to evaluate Next Door messaging to provide the
functionality requested.

•

A resident asked for an electrician recommendation to
change smoke detectors. Several people mentioned either Mr. Got or Power Systems were suitable.

•

A resident asked why it took BrightView 2 months to finish
the mulching operation. Jeff responded that BrightView
usually does not commence this effort in early February
and schedules the work as the weather permits.

First Service Management Present: Mark Walker, Suzan Rice
Call to Order / Verification of Quorum: 7: 11 PM
Officer Reports: None
Unfinished Business: Discussion continued regarding the increase in assessment fees for 2018. The Board approved
A $3.27 month increase in assessment fees.
New Business:
• The pool will close after Labor Day Weekend
• There will be no Ice Cream Social at the end of the pool
season; but we will continue the doggie pool party
• The Board will discuss the beginning of the pool season
party at the January 2018 Meeting
• The Board asked Suzan to order new card table covers,
have the front of the clubhouse power washed and the
lights cleaned.
Meeting Adjourned: 7:35 pm

HOMES AT FALLSGROVE

Officer and Committee Reports:
President’s Report:
Jeff reported on progress to incorporate the “Civic Plus” mobile application, which would allow iPhones and Androids
to access the POA website ( ATFALLSGROVE.COM ). The APP
would allow residents to use their mobile devices to use the
website’s content for restaurants, shopping advertisements,
places of worship, theaters, Fallsgrove documents and request
tracking.

Continued on Page 16
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Continued from Page 15
ARB:
Marsha lead a conversation regarding a trailer parked at Oak
Knoll Drive and Windy Knoll. David reported that the owner
was given permission for this privilege by the POA. Jeff directed David to raise the issue at the next POA meeting with the
intent of having the POA authorize the HOA to act on behalf
of the community.
Old Business:
With reference to the November 6 actions items:
•

The POA website login issue was resolved, and the website is functional.

•

The Mason & Mason Reserve Study has not been added
to the HOA website. David will forward Jeff a final copy of
the report.

•

First Service resolved the cause and took action necessary to prevent a future occurrence of misstatement in
accounts payable such as happened with the 2015 audit.

•

The Board has not received a proposal to power wash and
seal coat the community benches in the spring. Vendors
were busy with winter projects and will get back to David
shortly.

•

FirstService provided the Board with a list of 31 residents
served with violation letters over the period 2016-2017.
However, FirstService does not have documentation describing the violations or the status of compliance. Jeff directed First Service to survey the 2017 locations to ascertain if any violations persist. This action to be completed
by the May HOA meeting.

New Business:
• BrightView provided a schedule of services;
• Spring mulching: March 14-19
• Pre-emergent turf control: Week of April 2
• Weekly mowing: Commences April 16
• Summer annual flowers: Installed week of May 7
• Turf fertilization: Week of June 11
• Shrub pruning: Week of June 18
•

The Board received a letter from an owner alleging that
the brick pavers in their shared driveway were damaged
(by BrightView) during a mulch removal operation. The
homeowners own their respective walk areas, but the
common area brick ways are owned by the HOA. Jeff directed First Service to request BrightView to fix the damaged caused by BrightView and also to obtain a quote to
clean the common area brick ways with a product something like “Wet and Forget”.

•

FirstService provided the Board with a list of 56 properties
under lease. This list represents approximately 12% of the
homes in the HOA. FirstService will mail each owner and
tenant on the list a copy of the Bylaws governing Fallsgrove leases. Specifically, the owners are required to forward a confirmed copy the lease to the Board of Directors
documenting that the lease is in full compliance with the
HOA Bylaws.

•

The Board’s review of the Mason & Mason Reserve Study
is complete.

•

Shelly responded to the 2016 auditor’s engagement letter
requesting a description of controls, procedures and other
financial related questions to avoid mistakes, reduce risks
and prevent fraud.

•

FirstService corporate changed the policy regarding late
notices sent on a quarterly schedule for delinquent accounts in excess of the lowest quarterly assessment
amount.

•

FirstService reported that the Recreation Center Great
Room tile repair is scheduled to start March 14. After
the Great Room is finished, work will begin on the Fitness
Center Weight Room.

•

Jeff updated the “Notes from the Board of Directors”.
They were included in the budget mailing distributed to
residents.

•

Dan proposed Jeff be cited and recognized for his outstanding and excellent effort to create the new HOA website.

•

BrightView provided a suggestion to repair bare spots in
the common swale areas between houses.
•

BrightView suggested to either top-dress the areas
with soil and re-seed or to eliminate all the turf and
make the areas into mulch beds.

•

BrightView did not provide a funding proposal. Jeff
requested a cost proposal with an additional option
of installing French drains.

•

BrightView has not provided a community wide assessment for areas requiring cleanup to resolve resident’s
complaints about the previous seeding task.

•

FirstService provided the Board with a current financial
statement analysis.

“The Board recognizes the key contribution of Jeff Weber and commends him for his hard work in developing the wonderful new POA website and pushing it to
completion as of last November. The website contains
a wealth of information for Fallsgrove residents about
the community and community activities including a
calendar and news about all of the various organizations and clubs that residents participate in such as the
formal boards as well as informal clubs like the book
clubs. The website will be a great tool for residents
now and in the years to come. Jeff, the Board thanks
you!” All approved by acclamation.
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Open Meeting adjourned at 7:30.
Financial Report:
•

The NCB and the Bofl accounts remain slightly over the
$250K FDIC insurance limit.

•

The association has a minimal net operating deficit of $142
as of 12/31/17. The available operating cash is $69,037.

•

The association has approximately 27% of annual assessments in excess operating funds. Auditors typically recommend this level be 10% to 15% of annual assessments.

•

City of Rockville:
Janet Kelly and Craig Simoneau, Director of Public Works, and
Michael Wilhelm, Chief of Construction Management; were
present for the City of Rockville. They updated the Board on
action items from the last meeting.
•

Regarding concerns with vehicles damaging the turf in
oak Knoll Park, any issues can be reported to Rob Orendorf. The level of maintenance for that area is standard for city parks: mowing weekly, trash pickup, trees
trimmed, no chemicals. City staff stated that we can add
services if we take control of the land under an MOU
with the city. The board stated that they did not want
control of the land, but would be willing to enter into an
MOU to add services with the city maintaining ownership
responsibility. Janet will report back at the next meeting.

•

The City investigated the possible placement of speed
cameras near the Thomas Farm Community Center. They
stated this would not be viable since the speed limit
there is higher than at the shopping center.

•

The blacktop on Oak Knoll Terrace was repaired.

•

The sidewalk on Lisa Oaks Way was also repaired.

•

Representatives from Brightview and FirstService have
been added to the City’s snow notification email list.
David said it was working well. Mr. Simoneau would be
interested in any additional feedback.

•

The city plans to take a look at the trees on Golden oak
Terrace to see how they can be trimmed.

•

The City and Lerner representatives are working on a
document to ratify the agreement for use of the former
transportation center space on Fallsgrove Drive

•

The parking lot at the Thomas Farm Community Center
was also discussed. Funds are in the Capital Improvement
Plan budget to resurface the lost. Several options are
being considered.

Jeff asked FirstService for a detailed breakdown of the
management fees to enable his certification of correct
billing. The HOA has an agreed contract price for the first
FirstService person and an agreed share of the second
person; however, additional fees and services are on as
needed basis and are billed monthly. These billings need
to be approved before they are paid.

Open Meeting adjourned at 7:40.

PROPERTY OWNERS
ASSOCIATION
Board of Directors Meeting
March 15, 2018
Prior to the start of the board meeting, the board held a
short organizational meeting to elect officers for the coming
year. The following officers will serve for the coming year:
•
•
•
•
•

Fallsgrove Property Association. Steve was President of the
organization from the time it was taken over from the developers until he became Vice President three years ago.

Jeff Weber – President
Len Shapiro – vice-President
Stephanie Vaughn – Treasurer
Clara Peone – Secretary
Amir Moghaddam – At-large

In Attendance: Jeff Weber, President; Stephanie Vaughn,
Treasurer; Len Shapiro (via teleconference), and David Fischer
of FirstService Residential.

Unfinished business:
Action Item List from Previous meeting – All of the action
items from the September meeting were accomplished.

Call to Order: President Jeff Weber called the meeting to
order at 7:10 p.m.

The Board approved a proposal from Capital Site Group to
repair the historic fence on Darnestown Road. Jeff thanked
Stephanie to arranging for the estimate.

Review and Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the November 9, 2017 meeting were approved.
Open Forum: No residents were in attendance
President’s Report:
Jeff thanked Steve Nesbit for his many years of service to the

New Business:
Stephanie mentioned that both Melt and Kidville will be closing. A vegan restaurant will be moving in the Melt space and
Continued on Page 18
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Management Report – David provided the
board with various communications and poStudents
lice reports from the City since November
2017. The police reports indicate very little
police action was required in Fallsgrove during that time.
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Executive Session:
Jeff questioned the late fees posted for the
various associations in the January delinquency report. The FristService back office
is responsible for posting these payments
on time. No late charges or administrative
fees should be paid by the associations and
charges should be reversed.
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The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 PM
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Income Statement – FirstService provided
the income statement as of 12/31/2017.
For the fiscal year we had a small operating
deficit of $5,263. The POA has over $125,000
in operating cash and more than sufficient
funds in retained earnings.

BASIN

Johnson

CHEVY
Shirofugen

Kwanzan

Taft
HARBOR

FAIRCHILD
KWANZAN

Beavers
PARADE

Ozaki

ChevyPOTOMAC
Chase

Parade

TOKYO
Dogwood

Peace

WASHINGTON
Washington

Fairchild

Pearl Harbor

Yoshino

SHIROFUGEN

David also reported that buses are parking in
the Fallsgrove shopping center in the morning and several stray shopping carts have
been seen near the condos. Stephanie will
have someone take a look at these issues.
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Happy Spring Fallsgrove!

Cur
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ADVERTISEMENT INFORMATION
Inside Fallsgrove is published quarterly - in January, April, July and October. The
next issue of Inside Fallsgrove is the July 2018 issue. It will come out the end of
July, and the deadline for advertisement submission is July 5, 2017.

400 Casey Lane • Rockville MD 20850
240-453-0150

We reserve the right to refuse ads and to change our minimum ad allowance.
Payment must accompany ads. We do not bill for advertisements, and our
advertising is non-commissionable.

Manager
Tanya Slesinger Sheres

Copy Editors
Jeff Weber

Design & Layout
Tanya Slesinger Sheres

Staff Writers

Payable to:

Fallsgrove Property Owners Association, Inc.

Send to: 	

Fallsgrove Property Owners Association, Inc
Attention: On-Site Manager
400 Casey Lane
Rockville, Maryland 20850
(Payment must accompany ads at time of submission)

Martha Coester
Arthur Goldberg
Suzan Rice

Ads must be sent as digital files in one of the following formats:
TIFF – 300 dpi		
JPEG – 300 dpi		
EPS files		

Staff Artist
Arthur Goldberg
Inside Fallsgrove is an independent bi-monthly
newspaper providing news and information
for the community of Fallsgrove in Rockville,
Maryland. Inside Fallsgrove is published by the
Property Owners Association. It is not to be
mistaken for materials published by individual
constituent Home Owner’s Associations. The
POA is responsible for the form, content and
policies of the newspaper. Inside Fallsgrove
does not espouse any political belief or endorse
any product or service. Articles submitted for
publication may be edited for length or content.
Inside Fallsgrove is not responsible for any claims
made by advertisers.

Adobe Illustrator
Adobe Photoshop
Adobe PDF

Digital files should be sent to Tanya Slesinger Sheres via email at
tslesinger@fallsgrove.net (but won’t be processed until we receive your check).
Payment shall be mailed to the On-Site Manager’s attention at the above
mailing address.
Please note advertising pricing for the 2018 season:
Business cards size
(3.5” x 2”)		
$40
Quarter page size
(3.75” x 5”)		
$115
Half page size 		
(8.5” x 5”)		
$225
Full page size		
(8.5” x 11”)		
$425
Full page, back cover
(8.5” x 11”)		
$1500
Classified					FREE
Announcements				FREE
Purchasing ad space for a full year (4 issues) – 10% discount.
Inside Fallsgrove also extends a 10% discount to all non-profit advertisers.

FCR/
Recycled
logo

For more information, please contact Tanya Slesinger Sheres via email at
tslesinger@fallsgrove.net.

IMPORTANT LOCAL NUMBERS
City of Rockville  . . . . . . . . .  240-314-5000
Public Works
(water, sewer, street)  . . . . .  240-314-8567
Waste Transfer. Station.  . . .  301-840-2370
Rockville Police
• Emergency  . . . . . . . . . . . .  301-340-7300

• Non-Emergency  . . . . . . . .  240-314-8900
Rockville Recreation
• Information . . . . . . . . . . . . 240-314-5023
• Sports . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  240-314-5055
• Special Events . . . . . . . . . .  240-314-5022
COMCAST  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  301-424-4400

Verizon Repair . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-275-2355
Recycling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  240-314-8568
PEPCO Outages  . . . . . . . . . .  877-737-2662
Motor Vehicle Admin . . . . . .  800-950-1682
MD Poison Center . . . . . . . .  800-222-1222

Serving Up Smiles
Find all the ingredients you need for the perfect get-together when you
visit Fallsgrove Village Center. Choose from a variety of delicious foods,
yummy deserts and much more, all together in one convenient place.

FEATURING THESE STORES AND MORE

®

For a complete directory and to view deals, visit our website.

Fallsgrove Village Center | 14933 Shady Grove Road | Rockville, Maryland 20850 | FallsgroveVillageCtr.com

