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President’s
Message

2017

Welcome to summer!
We have certainly had our fair share
of hot weather, with more to come.
We had a successful kick off to summer with the annual pool party that
has certainly become a tradition in
Fallsgrove. Thanks to the board of the
Fallsgrove Recreation Association for
organizing this event. Everyone now
seems to be enjoying the pool in the
summer heat.
We also had another successful Community Yard Sale this year; another
Fallsgrove tradition. Thanks to Dianne
Benjamin and Marjan Irannejad and
their committee for organizing this
event. There is still more time left for
summer activities, but the fall season will be here before you know it.
We can look forward to the return of
Yappy Hour and the annual Halloween
Parade, our largest event of the year.
If you would like to volunteer to assist
with these events, or have ideas for
other events, contact the staff in the
clubhouse.

By the pool in the sun, we all
got together to have some fun!
SEE PICTURES ON PAGES 6-7

Continued on Page 3

TAKE THE TIME TO GET MORE
INVOLVED IN THE
FALLSGROVE COMMUNITY
Attend an association meeting!
See 2017 Board Meeting dates on page 13.
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THOMAS FARM COMMUNITY CENTER
Summer and Fall Activities for the Entire Family

Thomas Farm Community Center is the happening place for
Rockville City classes and community activities this summer and fall.
TOTALLY TEENS
Grades 6 – 10
• Tuesday, September 5 – Friday, December 22, 2017, 3:15 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
• Course #1092. $450 R / $475 NR. No program on 9/21, 11/13, 11/23, 11/24
Totally Teens is a safe, healthy afterschool program that promotes positive youth development. Staff guides and supervisor teens in a variety of recreational activities and trips
of their choosing. Pre-registration required. Transportation is provided from Julius West
MS. The program is held on early release days. It is not held on holidays or when MCPS
is closed. Light snack is provided.
LATE NIGHT BASKETBALL
Grades 9 – 12
• Friday, September 15, 7 p.m – 10 p.m.
• Course #2075. $10R/$12NR
Come and play in the basketball tournament on a team with your friends or as an individual. It is a round robin tournament with prizes for the winning team. Refreshments
will be sold. The game room will be open to play video games.
ADVENTURE DAY
Grades K – 5
• Thursday, September 21, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
• Course #2117. $25R/$30NR
Kids are not in school so why not go on an Adventure with the Thomas Farm Community
Center staff. Participant will spend part of the day at Zava Zone jumping on trampolines
and climbing through the courses. Afterwards, return to TFCC to engage in some sports
and game activities.

Thomas Farm Community Center also sells discounted Amusement Park tickets throughout the summer for Busch Gardens, King’s Dominion, Hershey Park, Six Flags America,
Six Flags Great Adventure, Dorney Park, Dutch Wonderland, Water Country – USA, Diggerland – USA, Sahara Sam’s Water Park and Sesame Place. Prices are on the website at
www.rockvillemd.gov/thomasfarm.
The Gabezo can be rented in the Fallsgrove Park for City of Rockville residents to reserve
the space for a private function. $130 for 5 hours beginning at 7 p.m. until sunset. Reservations can be booked now until October 15.
- Martha Coester, Supervisor
Thomas Farm Community Center
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from Front Page
No volunteers came forward to assist with movie night
this year, so the POA will not be sponsoring an outdoor
movie. The City of Rockville, however, will be showing
free outdoor movies in the parks each Wednesday from
August 2 -23. On August 9 the movie Sing will be showing
in Fallsgrove Park at 700 Fallsgrove Boulevard. Last year
there were over 300 attendees.

the decorative crosswalks near the shopping center updated as well. Finally, the POA will also have updated
landscaping completed in the rest of the median strips on
Fallsgrove Drive in the fall.
Enjoy the rest of the summer!
Jeff Weber, President
Fallsgrove Property Owners Association

Work on the website is progressing nicely. We have had
several training sessions on the mechanics of the site and
will be populating the content over the summer. The plan
is to roll out the website to the individual Boards of Directors in the September/October timeframe and launch the
website to the entire community November 1.
As I write this the community is getting a fresh look. The
City of Rockville is repaving all of the streets within Fallsgrove. Once they are done the POA will contract to have

Fallsgrove Real Estate Specialists

301.775.4196

left to right: Leslie Fitzpatrick,
Lori Silverman, Ying Chen,
Lyn Moritt, Jamie Baraff,
Margie Halem (center),
Harrison Halem,
Amy Gordon, Emily Moritt,
Ashley Townsend,
Lisa Frazier

Licensed in MD,
DC & VA

Voted one of the
area’s Best Realtors®
in Bethesda &
Washingtonian
Magazine

Named in the Wall St.
Journal as one of
America’s Best Real
Estate Agents

MargieHalem@longandfoster.com | www.MargieHalemGroup.com
Long & Foster | Bethesda Gateway Office | 301.907.7600
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RANDOM ACTS OF
KINDNESS
I was meeting my friend at our Fallsgrove Starbucks for coffee and chit-chat. A gentleman came
into the shop and sat down nearby. As he took
his seat, he looked down and discovered a black
wallet by his feet. Immediately, he took it to the
young person behind the cash register to let him
know that he had just found it on the floor. The
young man smiled, took the wallet, and thanked
him. When he opened the wallet to see if there
was any identification, he recognized the name of
a customer and told the gentleman that he would
be able to hand-deliver it to him.
A nearby customer who apparently watched this
situation unfold called out, “It’s great to see that
there are still good people!”
Send your anecdote to:
Sue Jeweler at sjlj@comcast.net

MEN’S BOOK CLUB
LOOKING FOR ADDITIONAL MEMBERS!
Second Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the
Fallsgrove clubhouse. Stop by!
•
•
•
•
•
•

July 13: Epitaph: A Novel of the O.K. Corral by Mary
Doria Russell
August 10: Killers of the Flower Moon by Davis Grann
September 14: The Inheritance of Loss by Kiran Desai
October 12: And Then All Hell Broke Loose by Richard
Engel
November 9: The Charm School by Nelson Demille
December 14: Hero of the Empire by Candice Millard

SEASONAL SUMMER RECIPE

SIRLOIN SKEWERS WITH
PEACHES AND PEPPERS
INGREDIENTS
KEBABS:
• 1 1/2 tablespoons ground cumin
• 1 1/2 tablespoons cracked black pepper
• 2 3/4 teaspoons kosher salt
• 2 pounds boneless sirloin steak, cut into 48
(1-inch) pieces
• 4 peaches, each cut into 8 wedges
• 2 small red onions, each cut into 8 wedges
• 2 large red bell peppers, each cut into 8
(1-inch) pieces
KEBABS:
• 1/2 cup chopped fresh parsley
• 1/4 cup red wine vinegar
• 1 teaspoon olive oil
• 1/4 teaspoon kosher salt
• 1/4 teaspoon cracked black pepper
• 3 garlic cloves, minced

DIRECTIONS
1. Prepare grill.
2. To prepare kebabs, combine first 7 ingredients; toss well. Thread 3 steak pieces, 2 peach
wedges, 1 onion wedge, and 1 bell pepper
piece alternately onto each of 16 (12-inch)
skewers. Place kebabs on grill rack coated with
cooking spray; grill 6 minutes or until tender,
turning occasionally. Place kebabs on a platter;
cover loosely with foil. Let stand 5 minutes.
3. To prepare sauce, combine chopped parsley and next 5 ingredients (chopped parsley
through garlic), stirring with a whisk. Spoon
over kebabs. Garnish with parsley sprigs, if
desired.
- Courtesy of www.myrecipes.com/recipe/grilledsirloin-skewers-with-peaches-peppers
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COLLEGE BOUND SENIORS

Leaving Home and Summer Stress
This year’s graduating high school seniors have received their college acceptance letters. They’ve conquered college essays and
financial aid applications. Prom and graduation are a fond memory and soon they will become college freshmen. Ah, the freedom of all that independence. Right? Right, but not without the concerns and doubts that naturally accompany what for most
college-bound students is the biggest life transition yet– leaving home.

to a new relationship and away from the family. These relationships distract students from having to leave home in
the fall.
•

Children who pay less attention to friends and start clinging more to their parents

Some students may be comfortable talking over concerns
about the impending transition with parents. However, speaking to a mental health professional instead may give others a
welcome feeling of independence.

https://video.values.com/images

The experience can bring stress through the spring and summer even though students genuinely do want to go away to
school. Incoming freshmen anticipate many new experiences
while they are for the first time physically and emotionally separated from their parents. Though friends may seem of most
interest to this age group, parents remain the most important
influence on the child. Making decisions about spending money, managing time and handling other necessities of life after
living 18 years of highly structured lives at home can often intimidate these young adults.
And for some families, financial considerations may also cause
anxiety or insecurity for students while others may feel more
pressure to succeed academically to justify the high cost of
their education.
Parents need to be on the lookout for the signs that a child may
feel stress about departing for college:
•

Irrational or out-of-character behavior that may reflect a
teen’s anxieties such as temporary crying jags or belligerence

•

Physical symptoms of stress such as headaches or stomach
aches

•

Intense summer romances which transfer love and loyalty

Once the fall semester begins, parents should let their children
function as independently as possible. Parents might want to
research the college’s academic support center, its health center, and guidance and counseling services. Then if necessary,
parents can help students set these supports in place later.
For parents harboring anxieties of their own about sending
children away to school, you can certainly tell them you are
going to miss them, and give them a big hug. But you don’t
want your child to feel guilty about leaving. As the adult, you
should take care of your feelings privately with other adults
you trust.
- Deborah Goldstein, LCSW-C, Clinical Director

ABOUT JSSA
For more than 120 years, the Jewish Social Service Agency
(JSSA) has been helping individuals and families across
the Washington metro area meet emotional, social, and
physical challenges. JSSA provides services and support
to more than 30,000 individuals and families annually
through a wide range of counseling, educational, special
needs services, in-home support, hospice and nursing
care, and social services. Visti JSSA.org for more information.
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FALLSGROVE POOL PARTY 2017!
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FALLSGROVE NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
Moving to or from the neighborhood?
Tips for a safe and smooth transition for children.

Summer is a time when many families move to or from the neighborhood.
Moving to a new neighborhood represents a big change for everyone in the
family. It’s an exciting time but may also create some stress and confusion for
family members, especially children. Some simple rules to reinforce and practice with your children to help ensure a safer and happier new home for them
are listed here for you.
•

Make certain that your children know their full name and learn their new
address and telephone number as soon as possible. Help your children
learn the location of their new school and make a point of visiting the
school prior to their first day.

•

If your children ride the bus to school, visit the bus stop and learn the
bus number. Remind your children to always stay with other children and
report any unusual or confusing incidents to you.

•

List emergency telephone numbers by your telephone as soon as possible
after you move into your new home. If you have a new pager or cellular
telephone number, make certain that your children have these numbers as
well.

•

Take your children on a walking tour of the neighborhood. Help them learn
the surrounding streets and main roads by name and landmark. When you
get home, make a map and keep this map with them to refer to if they
need help finding their way.

•

Remind your children of the safety rules when they are home alone. These
include keeping the doors and windows locked; never opening the door
for someone they don’t know; and CHECKING with you FIRST before they
open the door, even if you are there.

•

Caution your children never to give out personal information to someone
who calls on the telephone. Instruct your children to tell the caller that
you are not available and to take a message.

•

Reassure your children that you are there to help them if they need assistance or just want to talk about this new experience. Let them know that
they should TELL a trusted adult if anyone makes them feel scared, uncomfortable, or confused in any way.

- http://www.parents.com/kids/safety/tips/10-new-neighborhood-safety-tips/
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A POEM...

SUMMER IN THE SOUTH
The Oriole sings in the greening grove
As if he were half-way waiting,
The rosebuds peep from their hoods of green,
Timid, and hesitating.
The rain comes down in a torrent sweep
And the nights smell warm and pinety,
The garden thrives, but the tender shoots
Are yellow-green and tiny.
Then a flash of sun on a waiting hill,
Streams laugh that erst were quiet,
The sky smiles down with a dazzling blue
And the woods run mad with riot.

Artwork by Arthur Goldberg

- Paul Laurence Dunbar

Buying or selling? Remember,

No One Knows
a Neighborhood
Like a Neighbor!
Call Jane Weissman, your neighbor in Fallsgrove

240-462-0609 or email janew104@janefairweather.com
View our listings at www.JaneFairweather.com

Jane Fairweather and
Jane Weissman

THE JANE FAIRWEATHER TEAM
301-718-0010

301-530-HOME | www.JaneFairweather.com
(4663)
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Fallsgrove Village • 14937 Shady Grove Road • Rockville, MD 20850 • (240) 773-2018

Just What You’re Looking For...
Browse our great selection of spirits,
wines, and beers, at your Fallsgrove Village
Montgomery County store, with friendly
staff ready to help.
CHECK OUT OUR ONLINE OFFERINGS TOO!
Inventory Search Portal • Savings Coupons
Wine Ratings • Wine Notes •

$5 OFF YOUR PURCHASE
OF $30 OR MORE
Excludes sale items • Valid at the Fallsgrove
location only • One per customer per day •
No reproductions allowed
Expires September 30, 2017
INSIDE FALLSGROVE JULY 2017

CONNECT WITH US
Sign up for our our email list and connect
with us on facebook and twitter.

www.facebook.com/
montgomerycounty
departmentofliquorcontrol

@MoCoDLC

www.montgomery
countymd.gov/DLC
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FALLSGROVE REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Listings and sales as of July 10, 2017. Obtained Through MRIS.

All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Information courtesy of Margie Halem, Realtor.

Days on
Market

Beds/Baths

Property
Type

-

98

5/6

Detached

$1,195,000

-

57

5/5

Detached

Sold

$1,109,000

$1,009,000

13

5/6

Detached

210 LONG TRAIL TER

Active

$999,800

-

60

4/5

Detached

427 NATURE LN

Sold

$975,000

$970,000

95

6/6

Detached

305 OAK KNOLL DR

Sold

$875,000

$860,000

172

3/3

Detached

209 JAY DR

Sold

$849,500

$849,500

12

3/3

Townhouse

1854 GREENPLACE TER

Contract

$840,000

-

7

5/4

Detached

306 LISA OAKS WAY

Sold

$799,999

$780,000

34

3/3

Townhouse

103 OAK KNOLL TER

Sold

$725,000

$720,000

14

3/4

Townhouse

409 OAK KNOLL TER

Sold

$725,000

$725,000

5

4/4

Townhouse

125 JAY DR

Contract

$725,000

-

18

5/4

Townhouse

115 JAY DR

Sold

$699,900

$700,000

19

4/4

Townhouse

331 OAK KNOLL DR

Active

$675,000

-

71

3/3

Townhouse

521 CASEY LN

Sold

$599,900

$585,000

34

4/4

Townhouse

519 JACALA TER

Active

$598,000

-

23

4/4

Townhouse

307 POTTER LN

Sold

$595,000

$596,000

9

4/4

Townhouse

1102 OAK KNOLL TER

Sold

$589,000

$591,000

4

3/4

Townhouse

525 JACALA TER

Active

$589,000

-

34

4/4

Townhouse

512 CASEY LN

Active

$579,900

-

76

4/4

Townhouse

533 CASEY LN

Contract

$574,900

-

6

4/4

Townhouse

514 FALLSGROVE DR

Active

$569,900

-

26

4/5

Townhouse

503 CASEY LN

Active

$559,900

-

41

3/3

Townhouse

221 JAY DR #102

Sold

$374,900

$369,000

17

2/3

Condo

317 FALLSGROVE DR #71

Active

$349,990

-

41

2/3

Condo

337 FALLSGROVE DR

Sold

$345,000

$340,000

7

2/3

Condo

Address

Status

List Price

Sold Price

617 OAK KNOLL TER

Active

$1,298,800

413 NATURE LN

Contract

200 DEEP TRAIL LN
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FALLSGROVE COMMUNITY YARD SALE
On June 4, 2017, Fallsgrove Community
Yard Sale went off without a hitch. The
sunny, warm weather was an ideal setting for the steady stream of bargain
hunters who visited our neighborhood.
Furniture was a hot selling item. There
also seemed to be high interest in bikes,
jewelry, housewares, and baby things.
We had over 28 households participate!
It was a great opportunity to do some
de-cluttering and to get rid of unwanted
items. We look forward to future events.
Thanks to those neighbors who chipped
in to help make this event a success.

Coldwell Banker

®

Connects with More Buyers
To sell your home quickly and for the highest price, we showcase it to the widest possible
audience. Coldwell Banker reaches more buyers with unrivaled exposure on up to 900
high-traffic websites, plus an exclusive program that connects interested buyers online
directly with your agent.
®

Give your home the right connections. Contact me today.

Kelly Vezzi, Branch Vice President
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage | North Potomac/Rockville Office | 301.921.1040
Fallsgrove Village Office Center | 14955 Shady Grove Road, Suite 170 | Rockville, MD 20850

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed
13221MA_2/17
to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.
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2017 BOARD
MEETING DATES
Residential Exterior Cleaning
Specialist In MOCO!

FALLSGROVE POA (FGM):
Window Cleaning - Gutter Cleaning - Siding Cleaning
Thursday, September 7
Thursday, November 9

301-258-9750 - kevco1.com
FALLSGROVE
REC (FGR):24/7
Schedule/
Chat On-LineWednesday, September 6
Wednesday, November 1
(Annual)
Wednesday, November 15

HOMES AT FALLSGROVE (FGE):
Residential Exterior Cleaning
Monday,
September
Specialist
In MOCO! 11
(Review draft budget)
Monday,
Window Cleaning
- GutterNovember
Cleaning -6Siding Cleaning
(Final budget approval)

301-258-9750 - kevco1.com
FALLSGROVE HOA (FGP):
Wednesday,
Schedule/
ChatSeptember
On-Line- 1324/7
Wednesday, November 8
(Annual/Regular)
Wednesday, November 29

FALLSGROVE CONDOS (FGC):
ResidentialSeptember
Exterior Cleaning
Tuesday,
19
Specialist
In
MOCO!
Tuesday, November 14
Tuesday, December 5
Window Cleaning - Gutter
Cleaning - Siding Cleaning
(Annual)
Tuesday, December 19

301-258-9750 - kevco1.com

All meetings are held in the
Schedule/
Chat
On-Line24/7pm
Fallsgrove
clubhouse
at 7:00

Residential Exterior Cleaning
Specialist In MOCO!

Window Cleaning - Gutter Cleaning - Siding Cleaning

301-258-9750 - kevco1.com
Schedule/ Chat On-Line- 24/7

FALLSGROVE RECREATION
ASSOCIATION
Exterior Cleaning
Board ofResidential
Directors
Meeting
Specialist In MOCO!
March 8, 2017

Window Cleaning - Gutter Cleaning - Siding Cleaning
In Attendance:301-258-9750 - kevco1.com
Barry Fayne, James Bortz, Alison Plotas, Mark Sheinkopf, and Herb
Ezrin.
Schedule/ Chat On-Line- 24/7
Beth Landing was present for First Service Residential.
Call to Order:
President Barry Fayne called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.
Review and Approval of Minutes:
Motion to affirm the approval
November
16, 2016, Meeting
ResidentialofExterior
Cleaning
minutes was made by Alison
Plotas
and
seconded
by Jim Bortz.
Specialist In MOCO!
Minutes were approved by all members present.

Window Cleaning - Gutter Cleaning - Siding Cleaning

Officer and Committee Reports:
With the departure of Steve Weiss and Shawn McKeehan, the
301-258-9750 - kevco1.com
Board will need to designate a new member to represent Class
B (HOA/Condos). The Condo Residences appointed Herb Ezrin to
Schedule/
Chat On-Linereplace Steve Weiss
as representative
of Class C. 24/7
As Shawn McKeehan was serving as Vice President and Secretary,
those positions were changed by unanimous vote as follows: Alison Plotas – VP; Jim Bortz – Secretary/Treasurer.
Open Forum:
Residential
Cleaning
Marsha Schwartz requested
that Exterior
the Board
look into installing a
Specialist
In
MOCO!
ramp cutout in front of the clubhouse for easier handicap access.

Window
Cleaning - Gutter Cleaning - Siding Cleaning
Unfinished
Business:
None.

301-258-9750 - kevco1.com

New Business:
The software used
for generating
passes is24/7
now five years
Schedule/
Chatpool
On-Lineold, and no longer supported by the parent company. Identisys
provided us with two proposals to upgrade the system; one option including storage on Cloud, and one without. Mark Sheinkopf
moved to accept the Cloud-inclusive proposal, which will automatically update the lifeguard station at the same time that changes
are made to the main database. Motion was seconded by Jim
Bortz, and passed unanimously.
Residential Exterior Cleaning
Specialist In MOCO!

Continental Pools submitted their proposal to renew pool management
servicesCleaning
for 2017.- The
Board
asked management
to conWindow
Gutter
Cleaning
- Siding Cleaning
firm the additional weekends in September. Pending that addition,
Alison Plotas moved to accept the contract. Motion was seconded
301-258-9750 - kevco1.com
by Mark Sheinkopf and approved unanimously.

Schedule/ Chat On-Line- 24/7

Continued on Page 14
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FALLSGROVE RECREATION ASSOCIATION
Continued from Page 13

•
•
•

Several additional owners were also in attendance
First Service Residential Site Manager Beth Landing
Guest: BrightView Representative Bridget Cahill

The Board had previously voted via electronic mail to switch
their insurance carrier from CAU to Nationwide. Mark Sheinkopf
moved to ratify this vote; motion was seconded by Herb Ezrin,
and approved unanimously.

Review and Approval of Previous Minutes:
The March 13, 2017 Board Minutes were approved.

Brightview submitted a proposal for complete re-dress mulching of the tot lot, which the Board included in their 2017 budget.
Herb Ezrin moved to accept the proposal; motion was seconded
by Alison Plotas, and passed unanimously.

President’s Report

Maple Leaf submitted their proposal for semi-annual gutter
cleaning, at the same rates as last year. Jim Bortz Moved to accept the proposal; motion was seconded by Herb Ezrin, and
passed unanimously.

Officer and Committee Reports:
•

Jeff announced that the POA website homepage was approved at its May 5 meeting. He showed the attendees what
the page looks like on his iPad.

•

Jeff anticipated it would take another 3/4 months to fill the
website with content, and he was hopeful the website could
be operational by the Fall.

•

The website would certainly grow beyond its present content, and it would include pages for:

Management Report:
The large pergola has a tear in it, which needs to be repaired
when it is re-installed this season. Management will contact the
shade company and find out how best to do this.

o HOA welcome packets
o Newsletters
o What’s in the neighborhood

Management is still working on updating the event reservation
form, to reflect the changes made during the recent clubhouse
renovations. It will include some of the revisions that the Board
previously approved regarding weekday usage.

o Upcoming events

Financials were reviewed with no issues.

o Other design options will eventually include a Twitter
feed, and Facebook feed, quick links to advertisers, and
possible iPhone and Android APPs.

Meeting Adjournment:
Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

HOMES AT FALLSGROVE
OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.
Board of Directors Meeting
May 8, 2017
Prior to the meeting an organizational meeting was held to
elect officers for the coming year. They are listed below.
Board Meeting Called to Order at 7:05 PM.
Attendees:
• President Jeff Weber
• Vice President Arthur Goldberg
• Treasurer Shelly Wujek
• Secretary Barry Raff
• Director Daniel Spafford
• ARB Chairperson Marsha Schwartz
• Recreation Board Chairperson Barry Fayne

o Calendars
o HOA standards and guidelines
o ARB forms

•

Jeff described potential options under consideration for
transferring login names and passwords to the new website.

•

The website content of pictures and advertisements can be
enabled to change and rotate on a flexible schedule.

•

Jeff also noted that homeowner information would be segregated according to HOA.

ARB
No formal report.
Recreation Board
No formal report.
Unfinished Business:
No outstanding business.
BrightView Report:
•

Bridgett surveyed the community as promised approximately 1.5 weeks after the March 13, 2017 Board Meeting.

•

Particular concerns voiced by the residents were:
o Branches and landscape debris
o Barren soil left by the Rockville sidewalk repair and
replacement
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o Health of the flora
•

•

o The Sycamore tree roots are raising the asphalt sidewalk along Oak Knoll Drive.

Findings and Resolutions:
o Debris:
•

BrightView resumed the regular community
mowing cycle, and the debris situation is greatly
improved.

•

Bridgett recommends that the next BrightView
contract include a provision for twice per month
BrightView cleanup visits during the three-month
non-mowing season.

•

o This is a City of Rockville issue.
o The roots can be removed, but the health of the trees
will be impacted.
•

o BrightView will provide a more consistent application
in the future. Additionally, on alternating years, the
existing mulch on one side of the community will be
removed before the application of new mulch. On the
alternate years, the existing mulch on the other side of
the community will be removed before the application
of new mulch. The mulching will be performed prior to
flora cutback so as not to harm the perennials.

o Barren Spots
Bridgett compiled a list of barren turf locations.

•

Bridgett recommends reseeding either now or
the Fall season.

•

The soil is to be scratched, covered with topsoil or
compote mix, and seeded.

•

Jeff requested Bridgett provide an email proposal
within the week for seeding.
o Flora

•

•

The triangular common area on Lisa Oaks Way
has two sick trees.

•

Bridgett proposed to replace the hybrid crabapple tree and a cherry tree with a red bud and
a dogwood..

•

The new trees will be 6 ft. tall, and BrightView will
provide a three year warranty.

•

The Board approved the BrightView proposal of
$1,190 to replace the two trees.

•

Bridgett committed to survey all the community
common areas, and she will bring issues to the
Board as needed.

•

•

In response to a resident’s question, Barry Fayne responded
that the choice of the Club House renovation contractor was
based on its proposed design, schedule and cost.

•

Beth announced that a new elementary school is being built
in the Richard Montgomery cluster. The new school could
affect the Fallsgrove school transportation and the community property taxes. A public information meeting will be
held on Tuesday, May 9th, at College Gardens Elementary at
7:00 pm. Attendees can provide verbal feedback regarding
the options to MCPS.

•

A resident spoke to the issue of Verizon migrating its mail
servers to the AOL system. Evidently there are problems in
the process even though the user name and password does
not change. Often, users are required to contact Verizon
Customer Service to successfully make the transition.

oResidents are requested to use the BrightView reflector method to indicate areas not to be pruned.
o All resident plants will be pruned except azaleas and
plants showing no new growth.
o Trees will be trimmed up to a height of 10 ft. Trimming above 10 ft. can be requested are the responsibility of the homeowner.. Alternately, homeowners can
individually contract with BrightView for tree trimming
above 10 ft.
o Brightview will also perform tree pruning for the POA
along Darnstown Road.

Plowing
o Bridgett responded to a resident’s request for alley
snow removal. BrightView will provide multi-pass
plowing in the alleys to remove as much snow as possible along the sides and alley islands thereby making it
easier for residents to navigate.

Open Forum:

Pruning
o Pruning will be conducted on the first Thursday after
the Memorial Day holiday.

Mulching
o Bridget’s community survey revealed uneven application of mulch. Some homes have a heavy application
of mulch, and some homes have a thin application of
mulch.

Jeff requested BrightView to provide a proposal
that the Board would vote on at it’s next meeting
in September.

•

Sycamore trees along Oak Knoll Drive

New Business:
None to report
Financial Report:
•

First Service Residential provided a Financial Statement
Analysis dated March 31, 2017.

•

The community still has excess reserves representing apContinued on Page 16
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Continued from Page 15
proximately 19% of the annual assessments, which is generally above guidelines. Jeff asked Beth to contact Mason and
Mason this week to provide a proposal for updating the
reserve study anticipating a redistribution of funds.
•

Jeff directed the deposit of funds from the Green Bank April
9 CD be put into a money market account until the purchase
of another CD. Beth was directed to ask First Service for a
list of CD candidates to reinvest the funds.

•

Beth noted that both the NCB and BFD money market accounts were over the FDIC insurance limit of $250K. Jeff
asked Beth to contact First Service for a recommendation
regarding the redistribution of funds to maintain full FDIC
insurance.

•

Shelly asked whether or not it was possible to provide the
previous year financial statement for comparative inspection. Jeff directed Beth to provide the comparative year
financial statement starting with the June 30th statement.

Call to Order:
Jeff Weber began meeting at 7 PM
Review and Approval of Minutes:
Minutes from March were approved.
Open Forum:
No residents were in attendance at the meeting.
City of Rockville:
Nobody from city present. Jeff will contact Hjarman to voice our
displeasure with the service we have been getting and request
an update on the items from our last meeting.
Officer and Committee Reports:
•

Discussed update on the median work to be completed
by Chapel Valley. We need to obtain a date from for the
second phase of work to begin. Beth will also be looking into
status of payment for last year’s work.

•

Web paged developments. Jeff updated the Board on the
recent developments with the website. Jeff, Steve and Beth
had a conference call with CivicPlus last week to finalize the
home page. CivicPlus will be scheduling two training sessions for May 26 and June 2. Prior to that they will build the
pages for the drop down menus.

•

We tried the web page on multiple devices and browsers
to ensure correct display/formatting. Working on changing the web site cover page to have seasonal pictures or a
rotation of pictures. We discussed enhancing the calendar
to make it much more functional. Goal is to keep the site
very fresh, interactive, and user friendly. Request was made
to realign the view all calendar link, Jeff will take request to
web design team.

2017 Meeting Dates:
Next Board meeting is September 11, 2017.
Executive Session:
The community is having a low 2.8% delinquency rate in collections, primarily from a few residents.
•

The Board voted to forgive all collections under $10.00.

•

There are two past residents listed in delinquency for which
collections should have been received at their house closings. Jeff asked Beth to contact First Service for an explanation for why the funds were not collected at the time of
house closings.

•

There are no residents asking for waivers.

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 PM.

Unfinished business:
Stephanie has obtained quotes, but we cannot proceed with the
crosswalk repair until the city of Rockville provides us with their
repaving schedule.
New Business:

FALLSGROVE PROPERTY
OWNERS ASSOCIATION

•

The Board reviewed a landscaping status report from
Brightview. Bridget recently surveyed the community and
provided several proposals. A proposal was approved to
remove junipers and replace them with purple salvia at the
corner of Fallsgrove Drive and route 28. A second proposal
to improve the beds along Darnstown Road with purple salvia and Heuchera was also approved. A request to provide
services in the median strips on Fallsgrove Drive was not
approved, since we have already contracted with chapel Valley for this work.

•

Bridget will also be providing a proposal to do regular
cleanup of leaves, branches and debris on a regular basis
during the winter to keep the community looking fresh. The
Homes at Fallsgrove Owners Association will be doing the
same.

Board of Directors Meeting
May 11, 2017
In Attendance:
Jeff Weber, President; Steve Nesbit, Vice President; Stephanie
Vaughn, Treasurer; Drew MacMahon, Secretary; Len Shapiro,
and Beth Landing, FirstService Residential.
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•

Discussed WIFI improvements in the clubhouse.

Management Report:
•
•

•

•

Went over the new rate sheet. Beth will provide an updated rate
7/11/2017
sheet in July when we have a CD maturing.
Beth mentioned that John Halfil will no longer be her supervisor.
He is being moved to another position within the company. The
Board is concerned with the many changes at FirstService resulting in lack of continuity and a degradation of service. Jeff mentioned that we still have seen Mark or Daniel’s replacement at
any board meeting. The board will begin investigation the option
of moving away from FirstService. Beth will get us information on
costs to severe the relationship. We can provide that information
to the other boards.
Event– Beth identified a volunteer to handle yappy Hour. She
will obtain a proposal from her and share it with the board. Beth
will also send out a blast looking for volunteers for the yard Sale
and Movie night. If there are no volunteers, these events will be
cancelled. The pool party is June 11. The Board reminded Beth
that our contribution this year is one-third of the cost.
Future meetings - Thursday September 7. Thursday November 9.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM
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(FirstService Residential)

Homes at Fallsgrove
(EYA Homes)
(FirstService Residential)
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(Pulte Single Family Homes) &
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Association (Pulte)
(FirstService Residential)
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2017 Fallsgrove Property Owners Association
Organization Chart

Fallsgrove Property Owners
Association

(Secretary)

Drew MacMahon

(FirstService Residential)

(Treasurer)

Stephanie Vaughn

Post Fallsgrove

Jeff Weber

Shopping Center

(President)

(FirstService Residential)

Homes at Fallsgrove(EYA)

(Director)

(FirstService Residential)

Fallsgrove Condominium
Association (Pulte)

Len Shapiro

(Abaris Realty)

Condominium Residences III
and IV of Fallsgrove, Inc.

Steven Nesbit

(Abaris Realty)

Condominium Residences II
at Fallsgrove (Bozzuto)

Camden Apartments

Other Commercial
Properties

JSSA

Hotels

Office Buildings

(Vice President)

(Abaris Realty)

Condominiums Residences I
at Fallsgrove (Bozzuto)

Jeff Weber

Fallsgrove Homeowners
Association

(President)

(FirstService Residential )

(President)

(Vice President)

Arthur Goldberg

Susan Sanders

Jolanta Daab

Rick Silas

(Vice President)

(President)

Louise Bittker

(President)

(Vice President)

Martin Norwitz

OPEN

(President)

( Vice President)

Nolan Sklute

Len Shapiro

(President)

(Vice President)

(Treasurer)

Shelly Wujek

Darryl Feldman

(Vice President)

Denise DeLawter

(Treasurer)

Rosalind Breslow

Barry Raff

(Treasurer)

(Secretary)

Derby Sussman

OPEN

Joel Silbert

(Secretary)

(Treasurer)

(Secretary)

Marshall Sneiderman

(Director)

Dan Safford

Stu Golub

Sandy Norwitz (Secretary)
Sue Jeweler (Assistant
Secretary)

(Director)

Debra Lieberman

(Treasurer)

Meir Kende

Janet Niblock

(Treasurer)

(Recording Secretary)

(Member At Large)

Herb Ezrin, Herb Berkowitz,
OPEN

(Member At Large)

George Amir Moghaddam

(Secretary)

Michael Meyer

Ana Maria Xenohristos

Mark Polsky, Lillian Dross,
Barry Gordon, Arnold
Sherman, Ralph Silverman
(At Large)

(Director)

Joe Testa
(Director)

(Director)

Tuyen Kieu
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ADVERTISEMENT INFORMATION
Inside Fallsgrove is published quarterly - in January, April, July and October. The
next issue of Inside Fallsgrove is the October 2017 issue. It will come out the end
of October, and the deadline for advertisement submission is October 5, 2017.

400 Casey Lane • Rockville MD 20850
240-453-0150

We reserve the right to refuse ads and to change our minimum ad allowance.
Payment must accompany ads. We do not bill for advertisements, and our
advertising is non-commissionable.

Manager
Tanya Slesinger Sheres

Copy Editors
Jeff Weber

Design & Layout
Tanya Slesinger Sheres

Staff Writers

Payable to:

Fallsgrove Property Owners Association, Inc.

Send to: 	

Fallsgrove Property Owners Association, Inc
Attention: On-Site Manager
400 Casey Lane
Rockville, Maryland 20850
(Payment must accompany ads at time of submission)

Harriet Albersheim
Martha Coester
Arthur Goldberg
Beth Landing

Ads must be sent as digital files in one of the following formats:
TIFF – 300 dpi		
JPEG – 300 dpi		
EPS files		

Adobe Illustrator
Adobe Photoshop
Adobe PDF

Staff Artist
Arthur Goldberg
Inside Fallsgrove is an independent bi-monthly
newspaper providing news and information
for the community of Fallsgrove in Rockville,
Maryland. Inside Fallsgrove is published by the
Property Owners Association. It is not to be
mistaken for materials published by individual
constituent Home Owner’s Associations. The
POA is responsible for the form, content and
policies of the newspaper. Inside Fallsgrove
does not espouse any political belief or endorse
any product or service. Articles submitted for
publication may be edited for length or content.
Inside Fallsgrove is not responsible for any claims
made by advertisers.

FCR/
Recycled
logo

Digital files should be sent to Tanya Slesinger Sheres via email at
tslesinger@fallsgrove.net (but won’t be processed until we receive your check).
Payment shall be mailed to the On-Site Manager’s attention at the above
mailing address.
Please note advertising pricing for the 2017 season:
Business cards size
(3.5” x 2”)		
$40
Quarter page size
(3.75” x 5”)		
$115
Half page size 		
(8.5” x 5”)		
$225
Full page size		
(8.5” x 11”)		
$425
Full page, back cover
(8.5” x 11”)		
$1500
Classified					FREE
Announcements				FREE
Purchasing ad space for a full year (4 issues) – 10% discount.
Inside Fallsgrove also extends a 10% discount to all non-profit advertisers.
For more information, please contact Tanya Slesinger Sheres via email at
tslesinger@fallsgrove.net.

IMPORTANT LOCAL NUMBERS
City of Rockville  . . . . . . . . .  240-314-5000
Public Works
(water, sewer, street)  . . . . .  240-314-8567
Waste Transfer. Station.  . . .  301-840-2370
Rockville Police
• Emergency  . . . . . . . . . . . .  301-340-7300

• Non-Emergency  . . . . . . . .  240-314-8900
Rockville Recreation
• Information . . . . . . . . . . . . 240-314-5023
• Sports . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  240-314-5055
• Special Events . . . . . . . . . .  240-314-5022
COMCAST  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  301-424-4400

Verizon Repair . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-275-2355
Recycling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  240-314-8568
PEPCO Outages  . . . . . . . . . .  877-737-2662
Motor Vehicle Admin . . . . . .  800-950-1682
MD Poison Center . . . . . . . .  800-222-1222

Wine, Dine, & Springtime
Find all the ingredients you need for the perfect spring day when you
visit Fallsgrove Village Center. Choose from a variety of delicious foods,
yummy deserts and much more, all together in one convenient place.

FEATURING THESE STORES AND MORE

®

For a complete directory and to view deals, visit our website.

Fallsgrove Village Center | 14933 Shady Grove Road | Rockville, Maryland 20850 | FallsgroveVillageCtr.com

